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INTRODUCTION 


The story of these days, so big with fate, must at present be pro- 
visional, for the necessary documents for a considered account are not 
yet available. 

My indebtedness to various writers is indicated by footnotes, and I 
would add to them Hutchinson's Pictorial History of the War and the 
Bulletin of International Affairs, published by the Royal Institute of 
International Affairs. 

I am also deeply grateful to my friend Miss Muriel Currey, O.B.E., 
for her assistance and advice. 

Although the first chapters make gloomy reading, the story brightens 
as it develops — at least the facts make the imagination glow — and 
although I had intended to finish the book at the end of 1940, I could 
not forego the pleasure of writing a sketch — incomplete, of course — of 
the events leading to the battle of Benghazi and the magnificent cutting- 
out operation of the Royal Armoured Corps. 

F. Y.-B. 


Barley End, 

Tring. 

April, 1941, 
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I 

THE POLISH CAMPAIGN 

It was on the late afternoon of August 31st, 1939, that Hitler gave the orders wliich l)egan the Second 
^^'orld War. 

On the very eve of hostilities — ^at 9 a.m. on August 31st — a nineteen point plan had been broadcast 
])y tlie German Government which appeared to contain the elements of a reasonable settlement of 
tlie dispute. 

Danzig was to become part of the Reich immediately. In the Polish Corridor, a plebiscite, conducted 
by British, French, Italian, and Russian representatives, was to be held in a year's time. Gdynia was 
to remain Polish, whatever the result of the plebiscite. 

These proposals had been read over hurriedly to Sir Nevile Henderson, the British Ambassador, a 
little after midnight on August 30th-3ist, but he was told that the}" were already out of date, since no 
plenipotentiary had arrived in Berlin to whom to communicate them. At that time no one in Poland 
knew what the proposals were, so that the actual terms which might hnve been dictated to a Polish 
statesman, had one arrived, must remain a matter of conjecture. 



U.V the Kin« broadcastinj? from his study in Bttckiagliatn Palace, on Sunday, SeiJteuihcr 3rd. 








Sir Nivilc Hpnd-.'i -on, ilu- Hnli-li Aiiili.issador 


Berlin until the outbreak of war, emphasising a point or 
Hitler, the German Chancellor. 


interview with Herr 
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The attack on Ihtland ajipears to have been planned by the German (icneral Staff for Au^mst 25tld 
fait was defayed l)y Hitler’s orders, perhaps because he thought that he might still, at the last moment, 
detadi Ifnghind and France from their guarantee to Poland. However, ever\' da> ’s delay endangered 
the mobility of he German tanks, wliich would have been bogged in the ])lains of Poland if the autumn 
l ains had hi oken ( arlier I ban iisuah That they broke much later than usual added one more l>iow to the 
bliidgeoiiing which Ihitc had re,served for the lieroic Polish Army. 

Flefore the sun rose on September ist— at 5 a. rn.— German motor bicyclists sliot across the Polish 
fronti(.'r with exliaiists roaring, follow'ed by tanks, while dive bombers screamed overliead. 

Other hoinliers Ikwv straight to the aiifields beyond the Vist ula, and to the oil wells in Eastern Poland, 
wreaking their havoc practically unhindered, for there had been no declaration of w'ar. 


It was Hie bliizkrie/^, long discussed in military circles in all tlic capitals of Ifurope, but at that time 
only Inlly tinderstood and practised liy the rulers of Germany, wdien' the men and weapons liad been 
assembled and tested in mameuATes. 

Poland, with its inhabitants, could have mustered men on a war footing, but at 

the request of the French and Britisli Governments mobilisation liad been delayed tw'o days, and had only 
begun on August 30th, so that her forces numbered no more than one million at the outbreak of the w-'ar. 

She was psychologically as well as materially unprepared for sudden and lightning w^ar. Danzig and 
its Corridor liad been for so long a bone of contention that the man-in-the-street did not contemplate 


1 Final Report by Sir Nevile Henderson. Command paper 6115 of 1939. 



of sif'ti.'itorich of lh(' Trcjity of Versaille 
sf*als afl'ixc*fl liv Sif^natorios. 


Hiller in his cell (iiiriuK During this tinio lu? 

conceived A/cia KamffJ. 


'hirh Hitler spent eight months of a live years’ sentence lor his 
unsuccessful political mat hinatioiis. 


Von Neurath 


Beiim, Oitoher, 1030. Sitim.: iire Hitlcrf Dr, h'rick (Minister of 
the Interior/, aii'i Marshal Gextriug. 
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lia\-in,^ to linlit ahoiit it in 1939. I lad not C,o]one] Beck, the Polish Foreign Alinistei . hecai fet(Mi in HvrVin 
oriK' last \-(‘ai', and liad not the German Fiihrer stated that there was no hn-llier ri-ason for dispnto 
hetwoon the two nations? And the eastern frontier was safe, for Russia had si.^nu'd a ]xic\ of non- 
a, emission in 1(132. Polish ])ea.sanls were looking forward to bumper crojis. In tlie cajiital, pro})l(‘ 
throngod the Mai'.szcFvowska and tlie Aleja Jerozolimska. F\-erv iiiglit the o|)en air thieatrc' iii Fazit'nki 
l^a^k was sold out. ' 

( )n t h(‘ surfact' all was gaiety and glitter in Warsaw, although there, as elsewhere in Poland, thore \Na'T(' 
trouhliMl hearts in tin* ghidto, and among the many other minorities. 

]‘.\{'n wIkmi th{‘ sirc'us sounded, on the morning of Sc'])! ember Tst, people refused to h(die\'(' that tho 
war had adiially begun. 1'he hist bombs -eleven of them — dropped on a hmati(' asylum in the subu,ii.)s 
whi(di the (lermans had mistaken for a barracks : some of the inmates escajied, and ran alxuit the streets, 
t('rrih('d and sjireading confusion and alarm. 



The leader of the Gcrtiiaii people making Ids specn'li at a meeting of tlie Reitdistug in Kroll’s Ojiera 1 louse, Berlin, on September ist, when he 

gave orders that started the j»resent war. 


Yet when news canu‘ dial the British and Id’ench had entf'i’t'd the war, tht' pt'ople of W’arsaw ronpted 
ihroiigh the city, (dKH'riiig and waving Hags, regardless of the shades of mtaiace <)\'erh(‘ad. .Many JA)los 
ludii'ved that they would he in hUalin within tlin^' mouths, hut not lhos(' in otficial eircks, where ifit^ 
tru(' tacTs ol tin' situation were kn()\Mi. Idiere wtT(' sonu' in authorit\’ who had ah't'ady jKickc'd thoir 
bags on th(' \ ('ry night that tlu' citizens of i 1 h' t'ajdtal were rejoicing at th(' Anglo- h'rench dc'clarat ions. 

“Idons l(‘d by donk(‘ys” is a ])hrase coined for tlie British arm\’ of other days, and it would he lair 
de.seriptioii ol Polish ,soldi('rs in relation to their (.General Stall, although tiot to tlieir ix-gimomal (ollKX'rs, 
wJjo fought with tlu' gnbitest courage and skill. But there is no <]U('stion that there \\-a.s graw iiK'om- 
})ci<.'nce in Polish, as, iiitUx'd, there was in British and h'reiudi milit:Lr\' circle'^. 


I'wcr snu'e the Idi'st World War the Reichswehr had been cke|)l\' im])iX‘Ssed with ifie ]H)ssib]];t irs ot 
armouri'd tigiiting vc-hicles, used in mass, which had defeated their army so decisively at ('amkrai in 
1(07. thereby ix'volui ionising militarx’ tactics. 

When the Nat ionak Socialist Government came into power, much thought was (kwoted to mecliauised 
warfare, ami it was Hitler himself wlio implemented and enlarged the jilans of the German ( itap rul Miiji, 


A Civilian in the Polish War, by F. T. Csokor. becker and Warburg, 1940, 
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; *u; i!i^> the (jicai W.ir (1914-18), Poland was overrun by the AustroOerinan forees, but on November 9Lh, I'.H.s, her indojK ndenrr 
w'.i- •.oi-aaiilx' prurhuiii'-d, and on J une 28th in tin; hdlovvintc year it was recotjnised by the Treaty of Versaiiie'i. When iiei- ironiierN 

p nn.dlv d- im.-d, ]'■ )land beeaine one of the largest countries in Europe with an area of 150,000 square miles — ab')ul ihi' ioiirllis 

di d oi (rerniany. At the outbreak of war the inbabitunts of Poland numbered some .'ia.oon.ouu. 
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'Flic woiks oi Majoi-Cjeneral J. 1 \ C. Fuller in England anfl Colonel de Gaulle in France' wx-re liaiisiated 
and widcK' read in Germany. Many more copies of Fuller’s hooks on mechanised wariaix- were sold 
in (F'nnany than throngJjout tlie English-speaking world. Me and de Gaulle wt're ])r()])hets link' heeded 
in their own countries, whereas the Austrian General Eimannsherger and the Italian t’isi'onti Prase. i 
exercised cojisideraJde itilluenc'e on German military thouglil Idiese experts, all of them soldii'is tested 
ij] w.ar, l)('liev(‘d in mass att.ack by tanks: the “cavalry spirit” translated into t('i-ms of the internal 
com])iist ion ('U.^iiU'. 

In th(' German arm\- was still largely unmechanised, but in that \'ear the ])roduction of sc'xaral 

standai’discxl t\ pes of armoured fighting vehicles was begun. Production, ccpiipnu'nt aJid trainiiig NNcie 
carri('(l out on a long term ])lan. ‘ 

Hea.vy arinonred divisions (tank divisions, or Panzer division en ) caaisisted of a])])roxima,tel\' .x(M) taid^s 
each (in battalions of too) and tt motorised infantry brigade of ‘‘troo])S of ()('(ai])at ion.” to hold tin' 
]K)sitions won by the tanks, d'his infantry brigade consisted of three battalions of Soo men <‘.ach. Two 
of the.se bat t. aliens were carried on motor veliides, and one was mounted on motor bicycles. 



The Great Monastery, Czestochowa. 


Raihv;jy Sidings, Czestochowa. 


Light armoured (li\’isions (wliich we max' call motorised divisions) consisted of one battalion of 120 
tanks, and four battalions of motorised infantry. 

Botlj types of armoured dixnsion were accompanied by guns of all kinds (field, anti-aircraft, and 
anti-tank), and engineers, maintenance units and bridging-trains on wdieels. They were ,sup)plied wdth 
radio inter-cornmimication sets for ex'en small units, 

d anks were of thrive types : (a) light, of 6 to g tons, witli a crew' of twaj, armed with a single 
machme-guii : (b) medium, of 15 tons wdtli a crew^ of three or four, armed w'ith a 47 mm. gim (1.5 inch) 
and three machine-guns : (c) heax'y, from 30 to 75 tons, with 2-iiK:h armour, and a crew- oi five to eight, 
:irmed with two 75 mm. held guns (3-inch), and a high velfxcity anti-tank gun. 

Flic lank divisions, and sometimes the light dhisions, were generally employed in fix’e (‘cheions. 
(that is, a succession of sliort lines, overlapping each other, and laid back townirds out' flank) oJ loo tanks 
each (in light divisions there wxnild be one echelon of tanks and four of motorised infaiitiy) wdth an 
intciwal between tlic tanks of — say— 25 yards, so that each echelon of 100 tanks waaild occu}))' a ijeniage 
of ])eihaps 2.500 yards, but varying wdth the ground and the objective attacked. 

Th(‘ distance' in de])t]i Ix'twc'cn each echelon would be from 100 yards to 1,000, again x aiydiig with 
circumstances. Iwlielons of light tanks might sometimes follow each other at 1,000 yards inlcrx als and 
nu'dinm tanks at intervals of 100 yards. • 


^ See the Cavalry Journal for July 1940. 





I he coimuander f>t the \\'estt‘rj)l,in(‘ lortress 
thrilled l-.ui'opc. 


The war- battered Westerplatte laiiiiitid 
to superior Nazi forces whose fi. 


surre 
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riir h adiii- fdH-lon oj a lank division ronsislcd of inediinn or li^ht tanks, to niako ('onia. t witii ilio 
<‘iic!n\ and siana] hark ijis position to ]hc hea\y tanks, whir]) altarkrd atid ovrrran tiir drl« nrr. 

Moai,;- rn(‘n!\- positions wcav not to hr altarkrd frontally. If ])ossih]r tli(' tanks wrrr to ,i:rl round 
hchind iIkmh, ]oa^■in.^ tiir div(‘d xanhi'i's and motorisrd artillrrv to dral with tljrni. 1 1 tlirv roiild not yt 
!Miiiid,ihrv waitrd iinlil a way was clrarril for tljrrn. or thry movrd away to all ark .^onl( otlir) pai t 
of th(' ('iK'nix' hnr. 

( d). r a hioirh liad hrrn inadr. the motorisrd infantry dashrd throngli tlir ^aj). lollowr<l (somotmu s 
]>rr('cd(d) ly th.' li,^ht tanks. Sonir of thrs(‘ troops would s])rrad ont lanwisca to rnlap^i' the hivadi 
ahradv inadr, and s\sam]) opposition. Others would push far ahead, regardless of supjxat, to iiiti'i i iij )l 
tlir rnrjiix 's ( onuniiiiirat ions and destiaiy his sources oi su])ply. J hr gi'rati'St Jn'rdoin of .n'tioii was 
pi\rii to lai.aadr and battalion ('oniniandrrs in the ad\'anra, in ]nirsLiancr of t hr tiadition of Fnalrri( k tlir 
(nra.t and \ on Moltkr.that om'r thr at tack warn lannclird tljr init iativr ])as.s(‘d to th(' lrad('rs on t h(' S] )o! . 


Hitler studying tin- jil.m of ('auipaign. (leiirrul \'oii ]-riisch, killed in action. vjtimnj \wu 4 ji.iu v- / 

Close touch wais ke|)t at all times hy the ground troops witli their attendant air force, who co-operated 
by dn’e-l)omhing jfositions indicated as centres of resistance, and also by reconnoitring and phot ograjdung 
advanced positions, .h'or these three rhles, three types of machines were employed : 

(a) fighttd’s to ju'otect tin' attaidv In'im hostik* aircraft t 
(h) (li\a‘d)onil)t‘rs to clear a. ])ath : 

(c) rrconnaissanct' planes to indicate* ntwv o1)jrctives. 

The ach'anct* of an armoured di\asioii was to t)c pn'cedrd liy a short intensive* iKjnihardnu.'nt hy 
lje)witze‘rs, tre’ne’h mortars, niotorise'el artille'ry, machine-guns and hoinb('i-a.ii tia,lt . litis was te) a.^t 
frenn te*n te) tliirty inimite'S, anel would giN’e.* time tor the attacking troo])S (aimoineeJ cans anc motoi 
e'velists with inacliine-gun.s) te) take* ii]) the'ir ].)e)sitions. , 

Slid) was the theetiw-. It was holelly and skilfully exe‘cuted by tlie (xcrmans, and loimel the- i oJes as 
impie*])ared te) nu*et the* sted'in e)f ste'e*] as we* were* in Nemway, in A])ril, 104-^ ^ leiieh in Ma\ , aiiel 

^vith mile'll more* re'ason. i i i i i 

ddns new form eif warfare nullified static defences. Entrenchments cammt deal wiili tank.s, bm 
only armour- ])ie'rcing ])rojcctiles. Aeroplanes and paracliutists cannot be dclcatcd h\ lakiic^, (()\ei. 
War has hceojinc ined'e mobile tlian it \va.s even in the days when the slant-eyed horsemen oi .\]oi!gc»lia 
rode* up to the gates eil \ ieiina. 


ea-iicral voti Uraucbitsch (2nd from left). 


Mitv, anel 


wiili tail 


Idle (ie*rmau o|h*i atioiis consisted of an invasion of Poland at seven points, designee 
af Diiicer movements. 







f^r 
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a--,iii!!. Sue h irrH)|K wtTc* iitdi-ad n-cl to ortaipy Poland after the ironclad anniec had cruslied every- 

iliine iH-forr liain rvcrjji i]ji> .sou] ihc • 

f-iMiii ilir lialtic: 1e ihc Cai jvltllia^l^, the Polish frontier with (jernMii\- waa pr.u iica,i!y 
liiilo! n’iiad. >h,r Wtl^ tluoa- any (lefence in depth. 

AJoiiyilu r‘«‘iin al ri\-ers of Poland, from ihcKarew in the north, faciii" Pnis-^ia, lo tin' \ i-aul.i ai vhe 
caaiiH, . and tin- Tan in the smith, a sironp defence line might have been forriKd. d'liis would li.o.v ui- 
tailed the siirrmidor of the rieluvt iiidiiMries of the country, but miglit— df tlurre had l)eeri im kiis-iati 
inierweinioii hai’c euahled the Poles t c; Ijojd out llirough the winter, by which time Anglo lu eiu h hel]) 
might ha\'e heeoiiK* directly ftleetivc. 

Mcf'haiiisat ion ua^ woclullx' ueglected, Tliere were practicallt' uo amt tank giuw oi' ant i-a ircra 1 1 
hattc'i'jes. PJte i^>j]sh aii loirt.' was r(‘])med to consist of 1 ,500 maclhues. hut oni\' a teinli of lliis iiiiiuIh 1 
were read\' for l)atiJe. i\la]i\ wen* blown to pieces or burned on the ground in the htvt ('lermanaii- 
raids. 

( )f eavaltw la'ginu'Uts tlaua' wen' forty. They had been the aigile ol Pilsnd.-ki’s eye, and l)elie\ed 
themsi'K-es about to ])jay an ini})ortaiit part in the campaign, by ca]niirnig the (leriiian armoina'd 
di^dsio]ls when iht'.^e were iriiniobilist'd by weather conditions or fuel shortage. Alas, tlie autumn 
storms did not arrive till the flower of lAdish chivalry had jierishc'd. and (merman organisation was 



Gcrnian infantry etitrencljed on the outskirts of Warsaw advancing cautiously towards the centre of the city. 


SO good that (cnly rarely did the ])etrol snpitly fail to arrive when the Panzers halted for the night. 

('livc'ii a thousand first line aerojtlanc.s, instc'ad of a hciudlnl unready in their liangars, and snfheient 
iirtillerv and tanks, tlic lk)l('s could have stemmed and even defeated the hlilzkyic^. Tliey ]K)ss('ssed 
the spirit, but not the' tools of victory. 

Threatt'ned on their front. Hanks, rear, and from abo\X‘, tlie Polish commanders in the tit'kl tlid 
their best, and achieved minor miracles in many parts of the country, but with the ])aral\'sis s])r(*adiug 
iront their own (ieru'ial Headquarters tliev could not withstand the rain of lire and death which 
assailed tliem on e\a'i'y side. 

( icneral Susnkow'ski, commanding the Southern Army in the Carpathia-us, was still lighting luiek 
lK'i et‘lv irom 'ra,rno])()l on SejUt'niber ,iSth, and might possibly have foriiK'd a. zone of pf'nnanent rosisiance 
in the' south-east corner of Poland if the J\ussians had not then stabbed his 1rooj)s in the Ifack. 

In the north, tlu' Army of Ikanorze hacked its way out of tkie Corridor, against vastl\' snperioi numlu i s 
tlu- uneiny, and rt-a.rlu-d tlu' Warsaw frorU. Gdynia lu-ld out until Sejftemlx-r jqth. At Km no, kiif 
Polish ('a\ alrv charged Gorman armoured divisions with stikdinK- lint iiseh'ss ('onra.ge. 

])i-o(k-~ of lu-roism perfornu-d 1)\’ a beaten annv are doubly courageous, Itnt tlu; {'liroiiirjrv oi 
wIuvmc ])a.ttcrn is still on the loom of time cannot pause to record them, for he must {\irv\ liis .-toi x- 
forward wiili tlu- a(h'a.ncing tanks. 

In the- north two cohnnns achaincod, us ha\’e been described, from Poiru-taniu mul J-.a-t Piu-.^ui. 
kw'o ariiioinvd di\isions w’ere employed wcitli the East Jh'ussian forc’e (1,000 tank-i. wliifii puvii.'ii 





tlK'V adv.-inro in a mimic bat! It- in the Kjcv inihCir 
aud treiucudoiib man -power iii rt-.frv('. 


Iivaded J'ol.mcl, taking covci bcliind a bank a-- 
aried tu have a standing army of 5,000,000 men 



20 


BRITAIN AT WAR: THE ARMY 


rapidly t()\\a.i'K Ml.iAva,, on tlic I )an7ig- War saw railway. They were; cdiecked lu-re 1 )\- a 1 ‘olisli dix'ision, 
a.nd turfK'd rast\N ai d. wliore tliev fought a night battle by the aid of incendiar\' slahs and .soai ( hliylits, 
SfUiny whole \'i]lag(*s alight in order to find the Polish troop)S. TIi(y\- d(.dea.led aiiolhei- Polish dix ision 
licie, drix ing ii ha,rk across the Xa.r('W, 

'the dixasion liolding Mlaxx'a now' had to give wayy. and on the eve-ning of Septenil x/r (atli th<- ( .erinan 
troops reached tlic Najew. 

In the centre, the (herina.iis ])rol)ed here and there to find a passage, and exaaitnaJlx' Ihrexx in txxo 
armoured dix isioim liefoi'e the city of Czestochowa, where they quickly’ ]>en('trated. 'J'his foia'e tlasn 
tliiaist forward on three lines : (a) towards Warsaw : (b) towards Kielce ; (c) toxx’ards Sandornii'rz at tie* 
junction of the \’i^tula and San rix'ers. 

iirst of these colnnins (making for the capital) swept forwa.rd with tlu' greatest hoJdiass. It liad 
reaclc'd Piotrkow (75 miles from th(' frontier) by’ September 5th, Rawa (40 miles fiiilher on the way’ to 
Warsaw) by the ()th, and on September 8th it fought its way” into the city, hfly miles ahead of any troojis 
iol lowing it. 

It was tljen recalled, to deal with a fierce Polish coimter-attaek from the direction of Kntno ; hut 
jneanwhiJ(» the- Polish, (ioveriinient had left Warsaw (September (Ah) and liad soiiglit safety in Pnhlin. 
The Kntno oftensixa' could not be maintained ’wdtli diminishing siipjdies of ammiinil ion, and in the 
])revailing niKTitaiiity on other parts of the front. 

The cairipiaign was a perfect illustration of the fact that victory’ in w'ar t(.)-day depends on (|Liestions of 



All that reniaiiied of the Modlin in Warsaw which the Polish Rarrison br.ivrJv lichl to tiu' last, a^ainsi tcrriiu- ouslaiphts by 
heavy Nazi guns and almost continual bombing' from the air. Its gallant detemiers \v('rc hnalh’ ovcrwlielmed. 


sup])l\’ and communication. Tlie Ikilish air force was driven out of tlu' air iml fiy' Jack of courage, lad 
lack of fuel, si-tarc yiarts, re])air facilities, and a capable High Command. S])i('s were evc'ryxvhtTtc 'I'he 
Hermans knew almo.st ex’eryahing, and the Polish Army’ almost mUhing about what was 
lia])[)ening. 

Neitlit'r the Ih'esident of Ptdand nor the Headquarters Staff found saletv in lanreat. fhey and the 
luriliassies and Ptygatitins x\lii(.:h accomi:)anied them, were bombed at Tnblin, and again at krzeniieniec. 
iKhir the Sox'iet frontier. Tliey were (-)iily’ spared at their final refuge in Zale.sczyki owing to the eollapse 
of all rtcsistauee exee])t that t»f Warsaxw 

The seet.md of tht' (lermau columns which had captured ('zeslocJH,)\va ])ush(‘(l on from Kielce to 
Kadom. TIk^ third reaelietl the confluence of the San and the ^dstiila on Sct.)te]nl)er lotli. 

In th(' south, ixx’o (lerrnan ligiit armoured divisions and one division of mountain troops (‘Heeled the 
passage' of tlie Carpathians. 'J'liev were quickty successful, though they lost forty’ tanks m one aton'k. 
1 'he\' aft('rwai'(ls dixaded into two columns, directed tow’ards Cracow and Przernvsl respect i\ elxc 

B\’' Sejiieinixa u.ith the whole Polish front had been broken, and the back areas oi tlie eonntry had 
been tliroxx’n into eonfusion and disrnav. Still the tanks swept on. Iliose ol the nortlierii gronj) eri>>,sr(l 
the 'Narew at Rozan, and jiuslied on towards Brest-Litovsk, In the soutli there was a taidx xx'rsus tank 
liattJe at Kza'szoxxc in which the Germans were driven from the field willi tlie loss ol se\-en tanks, hut tins 






artillery RI'SSIAX J.XLAXiR 

the irnntif.r oi Poland after Stalin bad ordered the invasion The Russian invasion of P'danu beaan at fia’.vo r.n 

f the country by his Army, intention of protecting the Rtissku 
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\Ncis n]i|\' Th(.“ ciK.Miix' rcfon 1 iC'(l !Mnk> a<l\':.ni(,H.‘d loward^ liio I'lAt-i', \\liif h hr 

I < li-’d oil Sr[ it f ‘111 !>(']' E;t h. ! h'l'r iir ran >]tort t if jirind, and w as brilHantlx' cc ihhut ai larkrd h\ ( rriM i a i 
s, k]j!,( i\N -Iti., wito rapiiiiXMl from i.hr Hannans Jo pains and 80 tanks. 

i‘.\’ iidw, h()\va\(i , tilo kolas had lost most of tliaii artillaio', and ilioir r.i.'.lain lino ol lalical iiadi i>c! n 
sosaaaMi. rh(-\- ( oiiM do littla to sto]) tlia ])roprass of tho imanha's. aaial alraa.dx’ lliair woir limionis 
hoiii k’iis^ia. tlia.1 Poli.di stata liad dissolvad” and that it \va,s tlio dnt\' of tlia r.S.SJE to s<i\o llir 

rkiaanians a.nd tlir White ku^sians who looked (aatairding Ita Mo^aoiw) towards the l'>ojsh(‘\'ike a- tliei; 
“naani a.l ])rot(‘<'i<>i\'^," 

(hi oaptcnnhf/r ititli the (ji'i'inaiis ware lioldinp a line running from Ihalystok in the noi'tli, ilirongh 
1 h ast I Jtaivsk and I, wow. (o Fr/.em\’sl. On the j8th the Russians arossad the frontier along its whole 
ieiigtli, and next da\- made eoiitaet with tlie (.ermans at Rrest“Lito\’sk. 

That, in leahtw, was the end of tiie Polish ea.m])aign, although Wa.i'saAv ])iit ii]) a gallant resislanee 
until Se])temh(‘r Jjth, and Modliii till the jSth. 

hioth trennans ami Kiissia.ns ja'oi'eeded to absorb the conquered populations into their respectivn 

SVStf'UlS. 



One of the hundreds of tanks used iii‘tlie Ciennan onslauglit on V\Sirsavv about to cross a pontoon bridge. 


Tn tlu* (it'nmiii a.rea. all Polish owiuas of jiroperty wcTt* turned out and ]('])la.eed by tTerniaiis. Tire 
ricdi tiruberdands wert* I'xjiloited. jews wtTe sent helter-skelter to Juiblin, wdiere the pojailation of the 
city increased Uaifoh.l and himiiie broke out. The harvest was renio\'ed to (h'rmaiiy, and irimh of the 
livestocdv. 

In .Pastern Pohmd under tlk' liolslu'viks measures of socialisation wwv tie' order tif tlie daw h he 
baaiks evert' ejosed, ami tlu' rotthle replaced the zloty as the only legal temh'r. Sovit't iiisjieetors examiuetl 
rh(' hoiist's ol tilt' b( an geoisie, allotting latoms to workers if the former oeeiipied iin're than out' loom })er 
person. .Xnyoiie lia\'ing mort' than one suit of clothes wms required to haud tlit' otliers o\'t'r. PitUiues 
aihl jewx'ilery wt're t'onliscatt'd. .-\ Wkorkers’ Militia was formed to limit down lamhiwners, eapiiali'-t-- 
>h( ipket'] )t'rs, ]»riests ami ])()lice. 

1 iatsf' w h<o eoiikl, estxiped Iroiii the twin tvrannies. The Polish soldiers and airmen who were able to 
m>ikt‘ tlh-ir way into Ivuinanifi arc main,' of them now in tbt* ranks ol oiii' a.rmed lorct‘S and ii.i\c .Mbk t, 
m \v liisiit' to tlie- traditional heroism (,)f tlitdi race. So did the glorious ciaxv o1 the Hr:e/. the >nb];;.irin' 
Nt'hieli • ‘seaped h'om 1 lie 1 ki.ltie, and twt'n trial Iv met her end in tlie Noii h St'a , while ser\-i!ig 1 lie d. !h« di . ;.! ro- , 
f'haiUer m PtTsli history eJewe.." with tlie Bolshevik in\a>it)n of je)gt). dla,' new peug- be-m^ wni. 
leri'ible eandogiit' t'l eriiiies aritl ]terseriitit)ns, but the nation bt,-ar> its woC'> witli loiijiiak . a- :i lia- ‘lisn 
in 'ilie past, lo(T;iiig tt* the last battle by which freedom and riationlim d shall be rt‘:t«-red. 
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II 

STALEMATE 


\ i .T ()'( lo; k Suiidav inoruins^ oi jrd iIiom' }>riti>h fitizruv wh,, wric not in ( iriK i) (m 

I k.tj)tE inii>t tilinn-.! ;dl lia\r Ix'cii rr)ii])d a radio bri. 

Wd.'^ it to !)(■ oi \va.]- ? kaiai at tliat hour })riha,|)^ h'-caii><- oi "w ishinl l liiiikii)^/' ^ jikra-sa 

]on,^ aifo struck in the | )s\ c])oloLt-ists’ mint bnt not at that time in conimoi} (airi<'nc\- niaii\- oi u^, in ld, 
to tilt' ht'lief that St aiit'liou' oi' othei' this horror would k)c ao'erted . , . hut the \'er\- first words of the 
TiiiiK' Alinistcr’,'^ broadcast showc'rl that tlie iron had exit ere<l into his sold, as it was to ('liter ours, 

Xo ]epl\’ liad (SOUK' to our d(miand for a withdrawal of (.u'ruiau loi'cc'S Iroiu I’olaud. .\ stati* of war 
existed Ix'lwec'U oiu'st'lves and (i('rmau\'. “A’ou can imagine,” la' continued, “wliat a hitt(U' blow it is to 
UR' that all m\' long st niggle to win jicticc' has failed. Yet 1 ('anuot belie\'e that t iR.'ia' is an\'t lung more, oi‘ 
anythijig different, th.it 1 could have done that would have been more succe.ssluk 

“E}:) to tlu' W'l’v last it would ha\'e been quite pxossible to liaxc ariiuiged a ])ea.celu! a.ud hoiiourabk' 
sc'ttlement Ixstwa'i'ii (rcrman\^ a.ud Ikdand, but Hitler would not ha\ e it. lie liad ('\adeutly made' up his 
tnind to attack Poland whate\'(M- ha])])('nt.'d . . . 

"Tlu're is no chance' of thi< ma,u gi\ iug uj) his practice of using force to gain his will. He can only be 
stopped by force. 

“ft is the evil things that we shall be lighting against— lirntc' lorcc', liad faith, injustice, op|)ression, 
and persecution- -anci against them 1 am certain tliat the riglit w'ill jin'Wiil.” 



As if to drive home the signihcance of Mr. (diamlierkun’s words, the wail ot the sirens broke the quiet 


of that Sunday morning. It was a false alarm. l)ut 
the ‘'Maginot mentality’' prewuled ; tlie iieriod 
when it was believed that all w'e had to do to win 
WAS to sit tight under cover, and let tlic Navy do 
tlie work. 

Onr rulers must have known the strategic 
difficulties of the situation, and our state of 
unpreparediiess, so that hfteeu monihs after the 
declaration oi w'ar ^jr, (diuri'liill kiad te decku'e 
that in spite id' our growing strength and fairer 
firospects we were still “a. half armed tiatiou 
hghliug a fnllv-arnuHl oiu'.” Ihil the Nazi chal- 
lenge' had to he nu't. Parliament and ]h'o]) 1(' were 
C(ju\iuc(‘d tliat the <l('rmaiis intended to attacdv 
tin.-- couutiR' alter sc't fling accounts with its 
eastt'i'u ni'iglihoiu'. To wait unlil we wen’ ready 
Would ]ia\'(' slioc'ked iIk' elc’ctorate, ke\’ed up hy 
Hr' jin'ss to "slop lliilcr now.” 

'riiere wa>, indeed, justili<.'a I ion for our com 
iideiRU' in ihr blof'kadi.’. If i' ranee had not col- 
ki]Ked, ital\' Would not have dared to intervene, 
end onr t\(o na\'ies eonld lia\’e blockaded th(' 
Aeiman,-. eheet j\‘('ly. W'hai was not jiistiru'd was 
c'!!' negirc't of tlu' h-ssoiis of I'Vdand, and onr 
1'. innt-iy ] )j'ej >a.ra t lom to nu'cl the ( jerman attack 
ii'oiigli iIk' 1 .ow ('oinitiE's which everyone had 
f 1 CM 'Oil was inewtalile. 

f'oi ilic in-t tinu- in the hi>tory of tln.-^ ('uimtry, 
o mpiih.o'fx military si'ix'ice had been intr<.iduced 
oj pf.iec, on May 2f)lh, JO.to. ArnCiUgst. 


a fitting preliuh' to that jx'iiod in our annals when 


'riie Prime Minister, ;e'roiiip.uji«'a Cv Mr:;., CIi.uiiIktI.ihi, 
10 Downin.4 for tli-' Uoii.-f of ( {■rnumii-. 
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BPROI.WT/-+-' 


T'in> iOaa'itiii ti'j'rmUii'i'd by pt'i'niissitni «/ 

Siiiif lu v'u mnnbcTS of l;ink' 
''luiw tlu' lutcriu! uifiiirmisiii. In 
|.;Uii aiul a large calibre liiaeliiiif*'. 
iiai iH’t’ii ui^eil exi<'UM'\'flv and in 
over a<> in.p.li. Ill lius ivpe the 


are illustrated four of the most important types, part-sectioned to 
lit » iearetl the way for heaw tanks, luanc ot v. Inch iji..i):it a -- n.iii 
*re, Hlthouijh possibly not the largest tvfH* posse-'fil i)\ the Xa/o. 
jlor and carries a crew of sesam nieii, lueeiny a speed on the flat of 
thler tanks the driving sprinkcl^ uo in iron! I o hi 


» have been produced in Gerumny, and here : 
tlic great attack, !ntenb]\e boiulnug by airera 
tuu. The heavy inediuin lank illustrated In 
(■(.casiderable mitnbers, It lias <i 5,^0 li.jn nn 
■e is a rear sprocket drive, whereas in the hi 
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mm. 


:h are smaller than the heavy 
111 tanks have appruxiiiiatelj’ 
mud speed of 30 m.p.h, Ii 
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!!■ -<■■ aL:aiii-i it, uliaii ii hrst ranu; t<i the ('miiiujoiis on April j()rl). waa*.' ni.iiix m 1 A;- Hi-a 

-ajip* 'rua- n[ 1 lie war lO'daw \\ r waarr - and renn inacl for m airu' i iirjc a. l ) a )ia iiir’li 1 \ niirii;; ..tix 
. i-i anwailik*- naijon. !*,iii Norway, Dunkirk, and ilio -.u[)>(M]uei)i irernendou> ordc.i! oi .iii i^i.ak 
l'i<aiL;lii Mill nnr naliaa* touyline'.r and nalivc lasilience. so, ilisj pwT Ixafon* the oiid ol idyo ws waaia 
' ".aoiiMin,^ 1,0 show rc>n!i- iii a k///:/o'/Vs' "f ouf envn. 


Thai Driti>li iioop> had airix'od in I’dancc wars announced in a TroikT hioadoasi on x-pnanhor i lih, 
Tiio Mini^ii x’ ol Infoianat ion (.sialicd hy its famous Qpp officials) yax'c the news] )a])(‘rs ])rrniis>i< n to puhlwh 
tho iK'w,-^, ihcn withdrew- it, iIk'D ayain ya\a^ ])ermission in tbe carl\' hours of ^(.•]nc]nl)c'^ utli. 

It was not until (fetoher ittli that Air. More-F>elislia, then Sca-retary of Stale for Whir, told tlu' Ilon-a 
of ('oinnioiis what had keen acc()in})lidied. In five weeks isS,ooo nuai, more than j^.ooo xehicles. 
inchidiiiy tanks, and i.]o,ooo tons ol stores had reached hrama' witliont the loss of a sinyh' man. 

‘dt was a. small l)od\' of sjxaaalK- soloctod officers in tile War (Ijfico,” said Air. 1 lore- J lelisha , “who 
with Sf\a-n ('onhdoiitial cleiks and t\pists worked out e\a'ry detail ol this ]dan for moxany the .\iiny and 
the RoyaJ .\ii i-ooc to hraiKc. '1 Iwy foresaw and proxadial for (‘\'er\ need ; tin- scks iion of ])o]ts and 
docks, ol roa.ds a,nd railways, of accommodation of all tN])es, of rest camps and d(‘])ots. at ('\-ery stayc 
on both sides of the ('ha.nnek 'fheir ingcamity, their ])rc‘cision and their jiaticiici' would have baffled 
Hradshaw.” 

Owing to the. enormous weight of the cqui])nient of a modern army, the men travelled sejtarately 
and the heavier mechanisms had to be transj)orted from more distant ports, where special facilities 
were available. 

“The arraiigcraents for llie ixamion of tlu“ troops and their material on the other side made an 
additional complication. Similarly, tind for otlicr reasons also, more remote landing places had to lie 
selected in France, tluis making tlic voyages much longer.” (Hundreds of German bombers w'ere lined 
up on the sands of Sylt, witli engines warmed, ready to attack our coiu'oys.) 

“There are in France, “ the Minister continued, “iifty types of vehicles and most of them require a 
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VoluntfH'rs, the ages of lliirt\'-live and tifty, for the Auxiliary yiilitarv Pioneer Corps, wailing to etilist at the Central Keeruitiiig Office^ 

Great Si'otiiuitl Vurti, 

ciiftcrc'iit gratli* of fuel and lubricant, ( ircitt inst'rcrs ba\ (' had to br c(in\ ry<'d and storta]. None of these 
problems existed, exe<'])t in finltryo. in r<)E|. It was a liglit .\rnn’ that travelled then. Nearly sixty 
|)er cent, of the' troops wen- infaiitiA’inen, reK’ing on their ridi's and bayonets and two niachine-giins a 
battalion. Now onlv 1w('nt\' per eeiil. oi the ii^hting troops a,re iidiLiitryineii, with 50 Bren guns 
22 anti-tank gun.s and otbt‘r wea})ons as well with ea<'i) baltidimi.” 

It was eertaiuK’ a inmier for e* )ng'r;it ulat ion lb;ii all lbe^e men and their material had been taken 
safely acro-^s, but we may detect in Mr. 1 lore-PielishaV statement the M-lbeomplaeent platitudes of 
biireaucraev. H;nl there been aiw serious bia-akdown, tla- War Othei- would ii;i\'e been surely to blame, 
considering tliai the Ariglod' reiicii (ieneral StafN had h.id inan\' \ ('ar- in uliii ii to elabonite their plans 
for just this contingency. 


During the lone haid winter of lygm laandon -ang ol “hanging out 0111 \var>liiug on the Siegfried 

l.iiic." Thea.ti e-' vNeih lull, in s]>ite ol the blaek-oin . We drojgx-d panijdilet'- o\’er (j(‘rma.nv, telling the 
enemy liow jolw wvw 0111 a>])ira.tions lot a Ix-tter order in l'ano|)e, 

At tinit-s We giew aiixioim. The vtihinaiaip- inen.'u e a.nd the magip tie inin'* ga\e im some ^^eepi<■ss 
nielits. but when ilu-se ibreals weiT countered by < oimoy, “di.-gaiis-^ing," a.nd, the woufl.-rlul Asdic 
ridicaiDr, tlu- r>]‘iii>b ])nb!ic 'vC'liled down again to it-. ;i-.>urance ol \a'ctor\'. 

A paiiijiiilft issiP'd b\ ilif ^}ini^lI\■ oi lniorniati<>n bdtorw ai"d-> witbdiawn) ga\e ainph- '-xpi e^^.ie.^ 
le ibi- feeling. S«-im !iee> Mieli a> tla- lollowing difl little to -j)nr the nat ion to that 'Total opoit ' whieh 
ws- w.-i'.' .d'lerwards tu learn repniit-d lor “tota.! viciorv." 

■’1 lie i>alaneo of nian-]>ower i> alrea,d\' he;Lvil\' tih'-d ;i.ga.in.Nt tlu- Nazis.” 

“!fv> 1 \' Irai tom otf ilir ealemla.r nieaiK gia-ater (lang'-r t() th(- Nazir-.. 

■'N'. nii.il opinion i> CiVerwhchninL’lx un-vnipat]i.eti( to tin' Na./i-." 

“’Abali ol (n-riuam V inilitarv efiuiiin-nt ha.- been buiriedlv obiairi'-dd’ 

1 ro iieb eat! dmw on huge i e-c-r’C'-.- oj' • 'X])arienee(l rittieer.s.' ’ 

“A iaige |ii o})0! lion ot Jofiieb inlantiw di\'ir.ion> ate mutoiDed, They are more iijoGei- liiai; li,-; 
(e ic ,]i iulaniix-, ami hav'e a biggei projiortioii ol tanks.” 
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"'I'lic hoiiiit'r is siron^^ly fortified, and along the wliole kTigtli ol loanees easlnn ji(»nti(r 

jams a, eaeal hanicr of steel and concrete— the famous Maginot Line.” 

'I'liis faiiiniis and fata] f iiu' ran for two hundred miles along ilie I'rerK'h- ( 'rcnnaii Ironiier. \n it had 
])a<ai (‘inhodii-d ell ilu‘ exjx'rienre so painfully acquired in the war of iqri-JOjS — and nothing <'he. 
d'he inmh ol d('ad t hc'ories. 

'I'w< l\'e nnllion < nhie metj rs of eartli Jiad been dug out of the Lijie Ix'twecai Uj2() and i o^g). ( )ih' and 

a hall million f/nhir metres af special concrete, and 50,000 tons of steel plates wej'e used iji its con>l rnction. 
'I'he great gun tnriets weie (-overed with steel plates, conciade and eartli three times tlie Ihickia^.s ol 
\Nhat had been ])ro\ed to be ini] xiieti aide to the heaviest bomf)ardment . 'I he towers ol the gnn inrrets 
w e] r monohtliitg ti.nd <'oiild not be ])it'i"ced by any shell. 1 Ik' gnns theniseb’es \\’ei'e In e( 1 on the same 
jii iiK'iple a> those in a battleshi]), the crc'WS not seeing their targ('ts but being c(»ntro]led b\- an olla. er in 
a hermetiialh' sealed chainlx’r. 

'I here were miles of electide nnde]-gTonnd railways ; there were Uiesel (‘iigines to su])})ly thi* ele('iri('ity 
for a.ll the elaboiate marhiner\- ; tlieO' were lifts for the rminitions ; there wej-e inlly (‘(]ui}>]'-ed barracks 
to accommodate tlionsaiids ol men. 

'idle Hoops were s])eciall\- tiaiiieil for service in the Line. Above ground the>’ worked incessant i\' at 
the ])i'e|)aiation ol traps for tanks, ('amoiitlage devictrs, and the erection ol barbed wiis' tlelcnces in 
advaiUH'd jjositioiis. Lelow ga'onnd, they lived in air-conditioned, gas-prool cliambcrs, inijircgnable, 
and remote from all realitx. 

On the ()]>p()site sid«‘ of the Ironiier ran tlu* Siegfried Limn from Swit/eiland to the North Sea, not from 
Mulhonse only as iar as M(v.ieres, like tlie Maginot. What ('onld Ix' seen from the air wiis a series of 
“pill l)ox('s,” originally eigiil or tt'n to the square mile but inci'eased immediately alter the outbreak 
of the war. 

It was not as good as the Maginot Line, said tlic* Lremdi generals, wdio were unanirnous on this ])oint, 
how'ever much they qiiaiTelled amongst tliemseh'es on other matters. It laid been hastily built, and tlie 
concrete had not had time to set. 

As far as it went, the Maginot Line may lia\’e been stronger tlian the Siegfried. But it did not go 
far enough, and saved France from assault no better than tliose iron girdles whicli suspicious Crusaders 
are said to have riveted on their wives. 
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nil s* j »onil H-r jlh. aii<J days, the J^’i’rnclj inatl</ a sinall oih'aiici* absiio <* to*-!' ' mil*' 

’io)i! into liic Sa,ii,r. wiili tlic iiiia'nii«>n <jI di'awiny oti iro{>|'w Poland and o! djb(‘ro*Ln i-ina ^.’anian 

]!idii'-i r\ 

c /''Hj. \iijcr!( a,n aaid ltn,Iia.n loaitais woia* organised in lo.ini-.- the laitei nialer i nlojic] f uii'il m !• li 
and the AnjJiejnt' War t.'oiirieil nai for the first lime on S<‘pt‘‘iBl>er latln ni wlm tljefi inei in 

I’aiib not oiif' leina-iued in olfiee a.t the elose of tile t’ear. ^Ir. M-rlain ]ia.d passed m lii> leat. hold 

< liatfield and General (lanieJin were in retirement, and M. DaJadiei \va,s iimler arnot in \ i< hw 

'1 lie nr-a ( refjna.n ot)en-d\'e again-i 1 he Allitss was diplojriatie. ( )n ( r a ( ,1 x i ()il], llitld, in a spe.M h t*- 
the l\eieli-aa.g inloianed the world of tie* terms on which lie wa> ]ire]>;ued to nudo- [iew'e. i laxaiig 
eo!j(|iidvd Poland a,nd <li\ide(l l!ie spoils witli the BolsIawikN, lie waa now j)repa,red to gi\e jrevji 
loeairani e-. to hi- neighi loiir- o! ies])e( t lor their seciiiity and in(ie{«ndenee. 

“d'he jdain i l ul li --aid Mr, ( liamherlain in his rejily, "that alter onr ]Kdt experienee, it is no li .ngei 
poasihlt' to iel\ npoii tij<' mi.-ii])])oited waard of tlie present (lennaii (ifweniment. It is no ])a!i ol our 
])olic\', howtwei . to exGude Iroru iid I'igditfn! place in jAiir()]»e a (iermaii\- wiiieli will li\e iii amity and 
contidt'iHe with other jjation.s. ... 

“Aecoi'diiigly aet>- not word.s aIon(‘ must be fortlicomirig before W'e, the Puitisli ])eo|)les and 
Prance, our gallaiil and trusted Ally, would be justified in ceasing to \eage wair to the utmost of our 
strengtli/” 

Md T)aladi(‘r, tlc' r''renc]i Prime Minister, broadcast a declaration in similar terms ; and beyond a 
aioJ(*nt atta(’k nii the Allies in a sjicccb Iw’ Jxilibentro]), in Danzig, on October 24111, nothing more was 
heard of the (lermaii peaci' olid'. 

Meaiiwdiik* (sanaar sat ions liad bren in ]>i‘ogre^s at Ankara wliicli weia* to be oi great imjiorlance to the 
Allies’ position in the Pastern Al(‘dit(‘n-a.nean in \arw' of tljo cxpiixocal attitude ol Italy. 

On October Hjtb an Anglo-Pi ('iich 'J'reaty of .Mutual A^si.stance was signed with Turkey. Jn the 
event of tli(‘ .\Ili(\s or 1 'urke\' being invoh txl in a. wai' in the MtaJil ('rran('a.n the signatoric'S undertook to 
'‘collaborate eftectiwily ” and to lend each other all aid and assistance in their ])o\ver. I he 1 reaty, w'hicli 
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MAP OF THE WESTERH FRONT 
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THE FORTIFICATIONS OF THE MAGINOT LINE 

'picai frontier work, with galleries within a hillside leading to “pill-boxes** ; and details of machine-gun post? and tank traps 











• lui'ts, IIU.M1 of thti lirsi of the Australian Imperia] l-on-e jiassiuji^ down Marim IMaf.-, r-'V.ih' 

‘Uh. Tliinisands ot (-heoriuij, peo])l(‘ lined the route and Lord Gowrie, Govornoi-l'iener.ii -n An-trih. 
salute as tiie o.ooo troopers marched past. 
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liimr iiinlih j.aid 1.ha.n Tlu' iT'i'nclj. We needed some joint leat of arms (mk Ii an o])] )ort imit v 
a- an Italian or ffalkan campainn mi.^lit have provided) to remeni our comradeship in a, eoirimoii 
\-i('lo!-\ . Iii.-.tea.(1. tilt' .Ihh-.h'. cxpcrierK'ed the inevitable bicku'riru: of lih' in liillets, \a.ried 1)y s]Hd]^ uj 

diiil and hajal hibf.nr at im] >rc)\-in,e fortihra,tions, and all the discomforts of tlie biil('H‘ST winlci in li\ nie 
niemorw 

Tile yiva.t fin./ze-u]) be.ean Ixd'ore (diristmas and continued until Mareli. In Imgland, at tlic end ol 
]aniiar\-, te!r'p-a])h lines Inmy in festoons, with a thick coatin,i; of ice, and ma.n\’ trees wi'io iixnn b\- th.‘ 
host. White) wa\s woie da'ets (d solid ic('. The Danube froz.e (aiilier than nsnal. I ho K’irino l)eearn<- 
i!misa,})io f-xcept 1 )\- s])oria.I shi])s in the middle of January. The Ka.ttepa.l froze (‘a,rjy in Jo-l )in.ii\-. 
'1 rmpei a,t nich of ■ p) I'ahreiiheit and ex'eii -40" Fahrenheit were rejx.irted in Scandinax'ia, a,nd hinlaiid. 

( )ni tirst wardmdMet (Sejitianber epth) was such as to freeze the blood of those' old (‘iionyh to remembor 
tla' ineome tax lex’it'd in the closin.e yt'ars of the last centurw X()w it was to f'e 7s. ()d. in the ]>onnd ; 
and the chii'f eommeiit was that it was not enough. 

Another ('ttort to stoji the war (if ^Inssolini’s and Hitler's ])re\’ions ]>io])osals can be thought gt'iuiine) 
wtis made bv King Leopold of the Ik-lgians and Queen Wilhelmina of th(' Aethei lands, who met on 
Nox'embt'r 7th (at tiie unusual hour of ..| a.tn.) to issue a joint a])i)eal to the iK'Higerent States to enter 
into ]H*ac(* negot iat ioiw. rntil th(' horeign Office archives of both countric'S art' pnldidied. we cannot 
knt)W all that la\' bt'himl tin's suddtn move. Perhaps tlie two Soxereigns wert' anxioin once again to 
demonstrate theii- {'oni})K'te nt'iitraliix' ; at any rate, their offer of mediation xx’as rejecit'd liy l)oth sides. 

It was, howexvr. ch'ar that anxdetx' in the Low Countries continued. JT'lgium strt'ugi ht'nt'd her 
(It'fences on Iht' frontier, xxhiL' llollaml ordert'd jxartial mobilisation, and jirepart'd to Hood her delensixn 
zont^s. Sc) dis(|nieted xvas public o])inion in the Nt'tlierlands that on Noxa'inlier J3th tlu' Dutch Lrinic' 
Minister broadcast an assiiraaict' to tho nation that there xxas no lu'od tor alarm, and that tlu' di'tensixc' 
nurisures xvere indeed jairely deleiisix'e. 

This situation imjiressed on Hreat Pritain and 1-rance the urgent need to improve the security of the 
()oo miles ot Franco-Jselgian frontier. Mi. I lore-lk'lisha gaxe th(‘ House of Commons to understand that 
the B.E.T'. was engaged on a long sector of that front, strengthening the jiositions. He also reported 


III I he Oostapo the; ruiu^ ol the Hiit'ijfrbruu Injcr-c cllar in Munu h lor the liodias oi tho- 




[•IH-Iin'r had be 


liarr Hiller's departure lur Berlin rm .N'uvember Sth an explosion occurred in the Burgerla-au beer-reilar ^ 

■ ' ]L,ms a speil. lalmuc: tlia „„ulvct^ary rek-bratioai „t the puHcl, .J iy.r). h.gUt paai.lc », r. m 



1 (,1 lilt lU ,1 . njiiiMiuiii a pu-dicUU' Usfd Jur -I'rcdu ting the speed of aiiproaclung euciuy planes in a tnau !i lx liind the lim- ;n i i. n < 
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that "the Iiaalth of tho troops was exceptionally good, the sickness rate htang aciiiallx' io\^•(‘^ tiian that 
of pcacet 11110. " rinrieen of onr soldiers were' killed, 24 wounded, and. one was nii.ssin.e up to tho end of 
ili(' \'eai. d'he Trench and (leririaris fished from their respei li\c hanks of tlic ]\hin(\ wliile aero])lanos 
(h'oiiod aho\p, ])hotographin4 jiositions in rear. 

ddu' next "sensation", after th(^ meeting of the Sovereigns of Holland and TT.'lginni, oocnnaMl .ai llu' 
night (-f Noveinlier Sili. Hitler and most of the other prominent Nazi leaders had gone t.o i\liiiii(di to 
hold th(‘ir arniiial meiding ni the .Hlirgerlirati cellar, where the ITarty eeJehrak's tlie anni\a'rsai'\- "f Hk,- 
piilsd} in Kigg. Afti'i' a ,-liorter sjieech tlian usual, the Fuelirer and liis companions h'ft. A (piarier ol 
an laiiii' later tli('re wa-. a xioli'iit explosion, in which eight peojile \s’ere killed and sixlyuliree itijurod. 

d'he (a'linan polioo -- 11 I )se(|uent ly declared that a bomb had hei'ii einlx'dded in one of the jallars 
su])])or1 ing tho roof. Iw a. workman who had gained admittance t(,) carry out sonio electric instaJlatioii. 
A man allogod to ha\'<' hoi'ii tlio workman- was arrested Irving 1(.) cross the Swiss frontit'r. but iIk'I'o is 
consitk'rablo doubt alioiit tJio rxistenec' of the person described by tie* {a,‘sta.])o. 

It was. (if oourso, inniie(liatol\- iiriiioiiiau'd in Germany tha.t the outrage was the work of the Hriti^b 
Secret Stu'\’i(’t‘. and tliat ])roof (oxistt'd of England's guilt. Ihit tri makt' Hitler into a martyr would have 
been small .serxdce to the Brit'sb ('aiise. 

Next da\- tl!er(‘ was a llagrant x'iolation of Dutch iK'ntrality near W-nloo. G('sta])o agents ('ross(-d 
the Dutidi frontier and ki(lna])].ie(l two Icnglisli pass])ort officials— IM a joi' St(‘]du'ns and i\Ir. Dost — who 
W(T(* sitting in a cuiv with a Dukdi oflif'er. The Dutch otlicer was kilU'd in the (■oiirs(' of the struggle 
and his (dianfh'ur was com] oiled to di i\-e tlu^ captured men across tlu‘ fronti(‘r at tlu' point ol the revolver. 

The (dermans subse(|nentl\’ de(da.re(l that the Tnglislnm'ii weix' secret agtaits res])onsil)le for the 
attempt on Hitler’s life, and la-oniised sensational re\'elat ions, but these were ne\’er made. 

Nothing more was heard of the aflair, wliieh remains (*ne of the many m\’.steries (.if the Gc'stapo. Xor 
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Heavy .artillerymen in Frana enjoying a way-side halt. 
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( )ii iM-hruaiA 5tli lho‘ Siijiremc Allied War Coimcil decided to pre],)are an ITxix'dit ionary Torec loi 
oprraiions in Idnland il inquired. The men were chosen — 100. 000 0.I' them and man\- want tn Al])int' 
^.lt)pes to iiiiproan tlieir knowlecle^e of ski ing under war ('onditinns, i^y I'ebruarv 201I1 ilu' Biitisli 
roiitinpeiit ■ qoaaH) men of tlie H.E.h'.- — had been chosen, etjuipped, and weia' standing 1 )\- with t 1 i(‘ 
rn'ccssary t ransporis. 

Th<* font' nc\c]' sailod, however, for reasons which we onl\' know in ]>arl. Idohl-Marshal Maniior- 
liriin was (‘X]ie( tori to make a ])iiMie ajtpeal for assistance not later than the heyinning of Maieh. lie 
did not make it. ]>iol)al)]\- l)e('atise ntdlhcr Norway nor Sw'eden waiuld haa'e dared to inetii the 
teia isah ol tlie (xcnnans if thiyy ha.ti jiennittc'd Allied troops to go to the relief ed their ('astcam iieighhotii . 

'i he. first Kussian troops thrown against the Finnish dehncc'S wt-re of jioor (piality, and Idnn marhine- 
eiiimn s mowa.'d thorn (h)wn in swathes. Prisoners were found to he ill- eqiiijqaal, ill-fed, a,nd ignora.iti of 
wh\' they lought. Had tlit' defenders Ixan sujtported by Allir-d troops, and ha.d wa- been ahlo to gi^o' 
them efleetixc as^istan( (■ in the. air (we sent 144 aeroplanes, but it was not eiiotigh) the Mannei lioini 
Line might still lie intaet , and Stalin might no longer be in ])owa'r in the Kia'inlin. ( )n tln' otlua' liaitd, 
the ^'as 1 rosonr('<‘S ol Russia might by now have been fully mobilised against u.s. and rangi'd with the 
oIIku' dietaioi ships. L()nieetiire is idle, 'the fact is that th.e Russians lost so maiy men in mass attau'ks 
tliat the So\'iet rf'ginie was badly shaken. 

During December and January the I'iims — fighting on their owui ground, amidst the forests and 
snows they knew' so well -- won rejieated adetories. By the middle of January the Russians w'cn,' engaged 
on a despe-rate att{‘mj)l to avoid bi'ing eiirircled. Early in Febriiar\', howawtug their numlxu’s began 
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to toll. TIk' 1'1!!1i> IkuI had little slec]) or rest since the beginiiin.^' of the r;nri]>ai2!i , ilif 

Kiis>i:iiis, with miliiiiitad man powca;. wc'ie ('ontiiinally putting fia'sli dimsions into thr line. 

Aitci tw'rho da.v,'^ ol eojitinnons assault on the Mannerln'im lane, dinaUed by (i.'rnian olticoi's wa'll 
a- by ]\iKMan>, a.nd .sti] )f)0]ted b\' larg(' numbers of guns and tanks, the b>ols]ie\'iks began to piess tlif 
]' inim bank on b'< ■i.iriia.r\- pdh. 

'I'liat \va.a ii)(' beginning of the (aid. It is a. tragic and unsatisfaetory >toia-, like that ol belaud. I lie 
sto! \- ol a hei rtie ])eople ov('reonie liy sheer waaght of men and UK-'tal. 

The |\i!ssia.ns ent('red the sulmrbs of \’ii])uri on March ist, and on th(' 12th tlu' Kus.so- Inhinidi i)eaee 
ir(Mt\- was sigTK'd in Moscow. \'iipuri and the wTtole Karelian Isthmus was ceded to Russia, abo a salient 
ol K'laadorv in the north-east, with jiennission for the IJ.S.S.K. to build a railwa\’ linking up Kandalaksha 
with Kvmi on th(‘ kmll of Hotlinia. Tlu' tcuans were grievous to the bums, atid an ol,)\'ious thi’eat to the 
fill lire of Seandiirivia. Maps were found on Russian officers iudif'atitig that tlu' uhimalt' objec!i\a' ol 
the boJ^h('viks is \ar\ik. 

Stalin ii'inaitK/d a dark enigma, and another question-mark on the horizoti was juawaded hy the 
a!‘ri\ al in Khime of Mr. SimiiKa' MVlles, Ihider-Secretary of State tor the f nitial States. In Italy lie 
]e('ei\'ed liitl(‘ piiblieitxg but in Vlvvi Street sjteculation about ])ossil)le jieace mo\a's was ritie 

He was in London on March nth, afti'r having visited Itolh Iterlin and Laris, and tluai returned to 
Italy for a furtlu'r inlnwic'w with Mussolini. 

Meanwhile tlie two dictators ha.d met on ih(' RreiiiK.*!' Ikiss (March iSth.) eacli ai’riaang in a liiillet- 
proof train. Aftia' a talk lasting two and a half hours a non-('omniit tal eoinniunicpie wars issued, and the 
world can only surmisi* from siihsecjtient (.weuts tliat the dat(.‘ of Italy’s ('iilry into the war was one of the 

subjects discussed. 


a he Kiiif.’ tou.'f'il K( 


:<,• factories in the Midlamis and saw ariuaments l)eiug made. His Majc.'>ty is si^en alius 
in a drilling feibop. 



England, tins A.A. gun n the “small brother” of the mighty 3,7. Capable of a treiueridoo^? rate 
menace to attacking dive bombers. 
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])ark,J 4 r()U]i(} of tlicso discussions, however, there were ambitious, not always billy ioiniiilat 
)ri-som ill the niinds of the dictators, which tlie rest of tlie world is still incliiiod to tia'a.t 
Vri the Nazi (more than tlu^ Fascist) aims are backed by fanatical dotmiiiiialion , and C' 
nilitarv skill, “'i'liiukinq calms the men of mo.st n,nions.” ^aid Madame de SiaM ; “it 


iilt'i and his colloaymes saw the future of the world, tliey would Ivdvv a controllini 
nid. and in Xorwa\', Sweden, Denmark, the Netherlands, Great Ihitain, Jkd.yn 
witli ib(‘ b'rencb lmi])ire in Africa, the Union of South Africa, Sontli-W’est Airica 
odi'sia, NA'asaland, 'Faitq’anyika, Kenya, and U,^’anda. 


Wclhb Guardsmen near the front line. I'he soldier on the right 


idle Italians would bt' jaTinitted some (jxassibly limited) control of a hloi: eoiiiprising Italian kia.st 
.\lrica, the Sudan, lyyvjtt, Liliva. iimisia, Algeria. 

S])aiii would l)e allowt'd t(.) kt'c]) S])ariisli Morocco, but Gibraltar and Ceuta would be iiileiJiaiioiial 
isod, ns well as i'angier. Her reward, if she submitted to Axis ])laus, would b<„- 1'rt‘ueb Morocco, aia.i 
some sliart' in liie develojum'ut of tier sister nations in South America. 

S])lieres of iiUhieuct' in the Ikilkans, Greece, Turkey, Syria and Palestine lia\-e ])robaJeiy iiewd' been 
allocated ])reeis(‘l\' btdween ilu' senior and junior partners of the Axis, jiartly beeausr the >o\'iei I’liioii 
keeps them guessing as to its intentions. 

As to tile Russians. Dr. RosenlxTg (who remains a prophet of Xationa,! Soeia]l^^Il! drehtio that 
^]le^’ “must reiiio\'e their ciaitre of gravity to Asia. Bolshevism, that mixture oi Pabo.iif, IfbuK , 
Bakimiii. To]st(ty. l.enin and Marx, mirst not be spoken to the West, bin to tlie lai.'-t, wluaa- there 
room to spread it.” 






•my tr.msport lorries at a Frcueh village bcluml llu- lines, Note Ui 
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I he I'.S.S.R., t iK/rcJore, iniisT bt* encoiira^^ed to (:a.rry its doctrines to Iran. Ira<|. Aleii<niisl<ii] . and 
India. "To sax'c Ivniojx'.’’ Dr. Dosenboig (‘Xpiains in th(' Mylh of the Tiecniieth i'cjituiy, "it i> nreos^arx' 
abox'o alj to sti (■ngtl]('ii the Xordic source's of l)]ood, tliat is Gmnany, Scaiidinax'ia, Jdnlaiid, and Iniyiand. 

“nil iJk: (filirr hand, the inlluencc of France must 1)c re.' tJ iciod, in order to ])rr\'ciit her becoming 
the dc])l(»yin,54-yn'onnd of Africa. As lon.it as the Frencli, together with the Fol(‘s and Czeelis, doniinato 
Janojx , ilioic ('an lx* no ]>nxsj)erity for tlte German ]^eo])le. 

" 1 o giant outer frredom to-da\’ {o ( za'dis, l^des and Lc'xaintines means to be cb'lixaax'd ox or to raeial 
ehaos. . . . ]*To(-doni nii'ans to lie Ijoiind by thr ties of raco . . . und this means tla* ])rotection of 
the race. 

'‘(loniiany mii.-^t be the (entral ])ow('r (ef tie* ('ontinent. guardian of tho Soiitli, and Scnit h A\'e.'-t , 
with the Seandinax'iaii Slates and Idnland to safeguard tlie Xortli-Fasl, and xx'itli Jhigland in cliarge 
of the West, and ox’cr.'.eas, wherex’er the interests of Xda’dic Man recjuire it." 


A British aiili-tank gun and crew (■ainciult.'iged in white (luring tlu' arctic eouditioiis on tliti VN’c.nleru Brunt 
I'he crew and gun were unrecugiiisable from a short distance. 

‘ho the Japane.se (made Honora.rx' Aryans by the Nazis) would liaxa* bt'en giv en rights of exploitation 
in (diina., 'l ilx’t, Ihirma, Tliailand and French Indo-Chiiia ; ])crliaps also, but rnoia* (Fauldtiilly, the 
Miday States, tlie Netherlaiids-Jndies, At.istralia and New* Zealand. 

hi tJie Westt'rn I leini.splK're, tlie United States (still according to Dix Kost'iiberg) "sliouJd begin to 
settle its FJaek race in Afi'ica. If tin’s is not done the txxadve million negrotes in tlu^ United Statics xxall 
soon grox\' to tifty million, and as the to(d of Bolshexdsm they will cut the tiiroat ol White Amt'riea. 
('oii.solirig]y, he adds that "an America cleansed of all her black, yellow and Jewish elements, with a 
])tirely Nordie-hairo])ean ])opnlation, will be a thousand times more ])owerful than a St;ite ])olluied 
bx' alien blood." 

Doulitless tlie.se idt'as remained unspoken at the Brenner meeting. Theia' was no iKo'd to Joi-inulate 
them tliere, and iliert' is no lU't'd for us to speculate as to \¥hat \¥as in Mussolini’s mind. ( )no (dax' xm* 
shall knoxv xx'lien he took his hnal, fatal decision, and goose-stepped across tlie Kiibicon, 




I" if the Royal Scots standing by in a snow-covered advanre |)OSt on the Western Front. A Bren gun is iiiouiiled on the parap* 





l.OKD GOKI' INSJi'fTlXt, '11<LNLH1>S 
the Cui)niiau<ler--iU“Chief of the lintisli J'.x])editiouarv Force, in>peetinfi trenche 
I-il^;hldnder^ in the set tor ot the frotii held by the Bntish tnioj>s 


General Viscount 










j )iiriu:-' thf severt' .tn-tic coluhtiuji?' ai ilic fruui,|,Briusb m>ops <'auioutiagcd themsclvcb in a .'iinular way lo tlx- 





jimeui on puirtjl iuoviuf4 out trom the forward trench. The 
Tir^it two .Anny decoraliou> o! ilic war for br:i\'cry whoa 





A cup uf lua ia a French village 

n llillt'j- altarki'd us. nothin, could suit us better, for we had had time to build up ma,^-nih(•('nt 
deit'i'ices. 

'I'ime would rcN'eal how loiiii; tht' Gerinaiis couki stand the strain of waitin,^. As lor onrsohrs, we 
were prejiared. Me trembled to tliink what \¥ould have happened il th(' (airmans had attacked us at the 
bepiinnitk ^>1 “hhit now." h.e concluded, “ — only in this last lortnipht — 1 am (erta.in that we 

]ia\‘e tiinu'd the corner." 

Mow ma,ny conu'rs ha\a‘ we turned since then ? 

Ominous luiiiours were la'aching London of French jxditical and militaiy intri,eues. <>1 the midr!- 
eioimd strength ol h'rench Communists, and of deficiencies in French dcdences. 

M. Daladita 's po\-ernrnent fell because the war was not being ])r()seeutt‘d with sullicinit \-i,m)iir ; 
but tlu're were other ]>oliticians wiio did not want to prosecute the war at all. W lieii M. Keynaud - 
government declared its ])olicy, on March 22 nd, the new French Prime Minister won a \’oie ol eoiiluk'uca- 
1 )\' 112 \’otes^ but there were ill abstentions. 
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T.n (lavs alter the dictators had parted in the Al])inc snow, the Stg^reme Mar ('oimeil ol the Allies 
m- t ill Lond(ni (Mai<-h 2.Sth) and a, greed that (i) m'ither Pritain nor 1 -rancr would ue,gotiat(' oi eonOiuh' 
an ariiii;-! ]<•(' o]- tioaty of jicai.'e except b\' mutual agri'emiait ; (2) they w'oiild nol diseiiss ])raer terms 
without j)rio! agreeiiKMit on ilie conditions necessary To eiisuii' an cllcctnc and lasting gmiraiileo ol 
tho so('n] it\- oi both Powers : and (j) after tho conclusion fif ])cace thc\- would maintain a commimitx- 
(s| .irtioii 111 all s])h(‘res as long as it was mvessarv lor security. 

Soon a.he]'wards (,\]>rij ,4th) Mr. (diainlxaiain told ns tfiat altc-r se\'cn months ol war lie Idi ten tiiiio> 
as confident of \'ictorv a.s he did in tlu; be, ginning. Mitk'r. he addl'd, had “missed the lais. 

1he following da.\- tieiieral Sir lidtmmd Ironside, ( iric'f of the Ingx-rial (leiieral Sta,fl, told awsemblcl 
jotirnah.-.t- at tho \\'ar ( Fhre tliat although the CTerman arm\' was a iiKigmlieenl maehiiie. the men 
(oinmanding it laid littlo experienco, and that accotding to his information the fact that there had boon 
no /V/LAr/cg in the West was eaiising doubt and depix'ssion amongst the Nazis. The (.lerinan Arm\-, 
he .said, was not well ollirered. It had h'W senior generals with expi'iieiua' of tlie last (,in>at War. 






iincjit III Ihf'ir in.u hin'-- ,'uns. Joadcci loi iKiion, oa tla \\ 

lilt- iurii iKur lakt'ii up jxiiinous ut u ruiut-d huiiduu*. 





six-inch gun, in action with the B.EJ 







if the Army crossing rougli country (luring ti’ 
Iciu’tJs have to he < rowst*(l during tl 


Surmountirtg any o!)stack, light tank 


'rauce. Steep hills, dense woodland, trenches and 


At least one well-known war correspondent wrote a inenioraiidinii to the War Oflice pointing out 
that the continuation of the Maginot Line to the Channel wa.s dangerously weak, a,nd that tlie wrakt'st 
point of all was at Sedcin. Indeed, a map of Europe is siifliciiMit to disclose the potential danger. A 
line ruled between Paris and Berlin passt^s alinosl througli Sedan. 

All leave was stopped for tlie B.lvIC on jannary j.jth, for about ten days ; thenaiftor there were 
several other periods of tension. But beloid* our soldiers were to tight in jd'anee some of them were to 
attempt— alas, iiiisuccessfiilly up to date — ‘ho purge the sacred soil of the \'ikings from the filthy 
tyranny of the Nazis.” 





j'il'ilisli a.iKl Uniual Stales (.lOX’ernnuMits aaci mci 
this ^oa^t. hi tliis war, liowex'er, the British 
U) tak'e such a sirj), ami did not attempt to do s( 
i'tlieless tiiej'e was a, preat and ,a:T()wini4 desire at I 
LpaJiist (lermaii misuse <.)j ueiitral waters was ii 
writers wc'i'e net slow to ])oint out the immense i: 
oduce came eliielh’ down tlie Norw(‘^iaii coast. 

) (jci'uiaiiN' impoi'ted from abroad lourteen millic 
i w ('lit V millinus. hi 1C)3S, tweut\*-eig]it millions, 
(lermaii war prejiaraiion in the j.iast, but the cr 
aar ei'ouomx' by closing the Noi'wegian route. 

I Api ib till \'-iix-e Norwegian ships, aggregating I2( 
r hundred Xorw'Cgiaii sailors had been drowmed 




;lii|) into Osli 


! position ft’iiaf' 
iKniib 




German troops, headed by a band, on jjarade in the streets of Oslo, the Norwegian capital, I he coluiim of the invaders was composed of only 

two l>attalionB numbering 1,500 lucii, 

or NN'lu'n tlif' blow wouKi fall. To the man in the street it seemed as if ilieir liiK'llignnco Ser\'ices might 
at k'ast lia\'e made a guess. 

At tlie t'lid ot March, (iermaii ort' shijts and cargo ships, flying raaitral flags, (modern \-ersions of thr 
] r(,)jan liorse, tor their liolds were tilled with (lermaii soldiers, guns and tanks) wt'ix' steaming northward.- 
tfirongh, Norw(‘gian tjonls. 

Som(‘ of the.so soldiers snhstMjuently lioasted that they had been in Nor\N(‘gia,n ].>orts hai a niontli. 
Ihil the inahi body ol the tdK'rny lelt Stettin later (though still before tlu' British minelaying) naineh', 
on A])ril stli. Wicy sailed in 20 transports, and at the same time the (jerman Meet ]>nt to sea, .md led 
oil]' sin]>s a wild go()S{' rha..se into the mists and snow-storms of the Arctic Circle. 

On the morning oJ A]iril gtli the Danes awoke to find that then' country ha,d been oc( iipiiHi. 
Thisiness peo])le going to their oflices in Copenhagen were greeted by German soldiers, wbih' .diowers ol 
leaflets eame irom aeroplanes overliead. They were informed that their cuimtr\' had been taken nndei 
(H'rman protection to sa\’e it Iroin an Allied attack. Except for a few shots tired on tiie irontier, and 
stnbliorn resistance by the (juards outside the Royal Palace, who were finally ordeKaJ to lay down theii' 
arms by the King liimself, the Danes sullenly acquiesced. 
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stmt oiir mintTi v'ers, tin the night of April /th-^Sth to lay mineiields near podot', Ki'ist iansnnd and 
Stadtland, the NN'holt' eonntrv rejoiced. At last the period of stalemate was o\'er ! 

Jhit ( i(.‘]'man\’ had anticijrited tinr acti(m. For months jrist, as it stflxsecjiient ly aigieai t'd, the ( »ent'i’a.l 
Stall had been working out a, detailctl scheme for the seizure of Denmark and Norway. k,arl\ in March 
began lh(' assembling of transj)orts and war material in the ports of northern (n'rinany. Troops arciis- 
lomed to mountain warfare were withdrawn from the W’estt'rn h’ront. and for wet'ks had beta) taigagtal 
in jtra<'tising embai'kation a,nd disembarkation. Phrase-books in the Norwegian language, lor tlu* nst' 
of soldiers were printtai, also proclamations to be posted njj in Trondheim and ollit'r citit's. Die .Mlitnl 
Go\-erjnnt'nts wert* ajfpart.aitly aware of these jarepa rat ions, but it was stated tliat tlit'v could not tell wTkmx' 









( uj^yriuji! 


Altlioiigl) iJiaiiN' rtiiiiours ol Briiisli hiiidiiigs ia Norw 
that a sliorl VVar Offua- aiuHiuiK'aiaeiii was made st 
Norwegian coirimunique statsal tfiat the Jiniisli lu 


Aandalsiies at the head of Romsdal Fjord. Nmiisos, reai hed l>v way of Naiuscu hjord, vs as aiustht-r ol the laiidiim-td. 
an armed convoy of great liners packed with intojvs, protected bv destroyers ol tli(' Koval Navvy sleaii iiie, up a Ni 
massive cliffs to one of the ports where a landing was successfully carried v)iit. 


o( klioliii diinug 
had iaudi'd at 
ast('ru Norway 


■>ccoud week iu April, it was not until April rsth 
al ivoiiits in Norway. Six days later, an official 
it was also reported that they had hmded at 


ilish tr 
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^ ^ cilief ])urts were already in Gcrnian liands — ■ 

va..r' ^ Kristiansand, Stavanger, Bergen, Trondheim and 

Narvik. The Liiftwade was in possession of every 

(jcTinan lroo|:i6 iMH-.pariny' to lake over coiilro] oi trallK- in one 'iprnrlrrnnA 

of the oily squares ol Cojitnihagen, l)(>nniark. ‘i-v.i. uoiMaiiit.. 

Ihe King and his Government left Oslo at 
7.3c} a.m. on April (gh. On Ajnil loth J)r. Hraiier demanded an interview with the King and Dr. Koht, 
m the course of wliit.h l:e announced that the situation was now' so altered that the demands presented 
in the Memorandum oj tlie previous da\' could no longer satisfy the German Government.’’ Major 
Quisling wms to he a])poimed Prime IMinistt'r. 'Phe Kine retimed. 

Negotiations w'ere broken off, and during the w'hole of the struggle lor the independence of Norwav the 


Lr<>o|:i6 j')ri'.|)a 
of the c'iiv s 


lake over eoiitro] of tralfie 
al (j,)])eiihage!i, l)(>iiiiiark. 


Geniiaii troops 00 SlavanyaT airi.<-kl. said to be leaving to lake np strategic positions. In the first six'davs o Ul.r u.n n, Norw.u ..-v-n i.iuk. 

wcie inadc by the K.A.F. on Stavanger aerodrome. 
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I his iii.i|' ()! N()ivv;i\- .111(1 .^vvccl(M) sliovvs llif: priiicipial areas in which fighting between the Allies and the Nazi invaders has cihea place and tise 
two hiier iiniietifld-. hud h\ tlir Hntisli Na\ y ill the Skagerrak and the Kattegat. The direct distances between Norway, Denmaih and Gennany 

and Great Jiritain are also indicated. 





A Bren gun crew at their stations on lioard one of llie transport vessels whicli carried men of the North-\\'(‘st(‘rn i>;x]:»cclitionar\' Forex:* to the 

allied bases in Norway. 

Allies ior not In'ing able to substantial help and protection to nenti'al countries if they arc held at 
arnis huiytli until tbo^c count i'i(‘s art' attacked on a scientificall\' ])rc] ared plan b\- ( ic-nnanw” 

llie Xa\y a.nd tlic Aii' I’orce wt.-rc', however, doing all that lav in tlicii’ j)t)v\'cr to sii])])ort tip’ 
Norwcgiaais. On Ajail lotli, ('ajtiain \\arbtarton-- Lee led his flotilla o| dcstioycis intoXarx'ik fjord, wlu'ic 
he loiiglii a gb'rioiis batt !e against a larger and more powerful Oc'riuan foire, sinking ono (k'st I'oN't'r 
and leacang tiirt't' abja/.t'. Sexa'U snjtjtly ships were sunk. Three flays latci’ the battleship i rur-s/)/7c, 
aeeoinpaiued anothc'r jface of dcstru\ei-s up the fjord. These were able to ]aess lioii’e their aiiaek, 
siiiiving: st'caai (jei'nia.n (lestro\‘er.s. 

J)U1 i1k' .small h.xjx'dit ionar\- J-orcc' which had Iteen seci'et ly j)i e])a.i ed foi' jx^ssiblc int('r\ent iou iu the 
bimiisli (aiiijiaign liad bt'cn disktanfied. It v\a.s hastily reassembled, togethf'r with ships and supplier 
\\iii( li tfj(' Wai ( ).ttjee might lia\e li(‘ld in readintess wlien tlie Admiraltc' Lad takt'U its dt'cision lo la\' 
niiut'fields in Xorwegian waters. 

11 the Xot \V('g;ans are to l)e blamed, as they may be, for not being prepared lor (n'l'inan aggiession, vnc 
must not ai)sol\'(‘ ourselx'es from an ecjual or indeed a greater negligence. 

Sf) far as a concerted ])lan was possible, it was hoped to reinforce the two small Xorwi'gian contingents 
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]\ing and ilw {'rown Prince were hunted like outlaws by German troojes, and boinbf'd b\- (icinian 
aen )plan{'s. 

l-janiee and (ii'f'at Ih'itajii were laced with the problem that was to lx- jin'Si'ntf'd t<» ilicin again b\- 
I>c|ginin ai)«l 1 loikind. Norway had been anxious to avoid being drawn into tlte war, ami lia 1 bf'cii caic- 
(ii! not to gi\a' the least ground ol olfcnce to German}". She had cc)nsc'(]nentl\‘ if'liisf'd any aiTa.ngcnicnl 
c\-cn a]'pi()a,('liing militaj}- collaboration or .staff talks with the only two coiintrif'.s who could be!]) lici in 
Ijci' presf'ut i>ligiit. TJiere was no plan of campmign, and the difliculties of co-op('rat ioti were iiK'ia'asf'd b\- 
])()or rf)]nmiini('at ions aiul b\’ ihc' eorifusion which inevitcibly existed in tlir Xorwf'gian .Annw seal una'd 
as it was o\ ('r a xN'ide ai'ea. 

As Mr. (ditijcliill told the llonse of Commons on April nth. ‘Tt is not iIk' sliglitfst use blaming tip' 
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wliich \\(.‘rc‘ nyiDL; to liold ilie two valleys which mn up from the cotuparatively 1('V('I eoiiiilrx- of sohiIk rii 
Norwnx 1() TiMiidlicMin. the Giidbrandsdal and the Osterdal. 

As snni! a.s tilt' Alllt'd troops arrived it was hoped to estah)lish a lint' from Troudlu'im to the Swctlish 
hoiitin a.i Slorlic'ii, ajoiii^ th(' Trondlieim-Cdstersund railway, thus prt'venting the jimetioii ol tht' German 
h)j('('s in south ('in and northern NorwcUV. 

d'he oiiyina .1 Allind ])lan was for a landing in strength at Trondheim, while creating dixersions ai txxo 
>inaller ports, N'amsos. ijo miles to the north, and Aandalsnes, ,ioo mik's to the south. Theic xxcrc 
ra.ilx\ax s fioni Nanrsos and Aanda.lsnes to Trondheim, hut tiwing to the high Dox'ie Idatean, the lalid 
raihxax' hrst rnns tine south to J)omha.as, tht' junction for Idllt'harnmt'r and Oslo, ht'fore tinning iioi ili to 
Trontllieirn. 



landing at Trondheiin, however, was ('oimtermanded. It xx’as suggt'stt'tl at tlu' tinu' that it was 

a,l.)andonetl tin the adxiee of tla' Admiralty, owing 
to tile danger from suhimiriiit's and aircraft to 
the warsliijis wliieh would haxa:; covered tliese 
operations in tlie difficult waters of Id'ondheim 
fjord. Mr. Clrurchill, however, stated in tlie 
House of (’ommons that the Admiralty raised no 
objections. “Grave doulits W'cre entertained by 
the militaiA" as to the possibility of making an 
opposed landing under lieac'y liostilc air superiority. 
Tire Chiefs of Staff and their deputies unanimously 
advised tliat it would be less costly and surer to 
conw'i’t the dix’ersionary landings into the main 
attack.” 

This decision deprived tlie Allies of the posses- 
sion of the largest port in Central Norway, witli 
facilities for landing liea\^^ guns and stores, which 
were totally lacking at Nanisos and Aandalsnes. 
Trondlieim was held by 4,000 German troops who 
could not easily have been reinforced, nor wasit 
more exposed to the danger of bombing than the 
other two harbours. On the other hand, we might 
have sustained heavy losses in the forcing of the 
Agadnes and Brettenes forts at the entrance to 
Trondlieim. 

The Allied forces were landed at three widely 
separated jioints : at Nanisos on April 14th, near 
Narvik on April 15th, and at Aandalsnes on Ajiril 
17th. At Namsos and Aandalsnes the landings 
contimu'd throughout tlu' week. No li.st of tlie 
regiments engaged has bei'u publi.shed, but s])eaking 
in the 1 louse of Commons on Alay 7th, Mr. Chamberlain said that the two forces (wmbined did not amount 
to more than a. dix'ision- about 15,000 men. At Narx'ik two eomjaanies of the Scots (juards xx’ere dis 
ombarked, togotlh-r with detachments of the French, J^'oreign Lc'gion, Chasseurs Alpins, a.nd Toli.sli 
u 1011 n tain troo])s. 


Alter Lniding from iheir transports, Itntisli troops \\ailian to be 
taken b> lorrv to the litthtnifr lines. On tlie n^dit a Xurwet/ian 
ofheer is seen lalkiiifr to a Hntisli olheer. 


'klic Xorw('gia.ns were still holding the Germans with great gallantry in the (uidbrandsdal and ( tstcjdal 
x'aHeys, a It hough o])])osed l)v heaxAmirtillery, tanks, dh'e-hornbt'rs, and harassed hy jtai aehut r 1 1 (»o] )s 


in tlie real’. 

1 he Alli(.‘d lorce, under ?tia,jor-(.ieneral Bernard Pagt't, which had landc'd at Aandaksnt's, imiib'cliatt'jx- 
eiitraiiit'd loi' its joiirntA' south down the famous and ])ictures(pu‘ Kornsdal x’a,ll('y to rein foivc the !ia.i(l- 
])i e.s.'^ed Noi'xx t'giaris. Arrived at Dombaas, the junction for Trondla'ini, it dix’ided into txvo pa.i ts. ( tuc 
se('tion turned north and east to hold th,e railway at Rdros in the OstiTdaJ, wlijlr a, xx’eak 'I n riloi ial 
brigade (xx’eak in nmn Iters, ftnt not in spirit) continued down the Giidbrandsdal. 

C)n ('it her sick* of Gndhraruisdal tire mountains rise steejrly for thousands of feet, and in j)la.( es the rixvr 
forces its way tljiougli nanow gorges, surmounted by snow^-eapped monntains. ( )n Aoi il .;oth. the 






•'■A 


l'‘(l (lisfiui.sc.tl as inariaes, took Trend- 
lil(‘l(>ly hv surprise. 


Kristiaiisaud. a j'ort iu Southern Xorwa 
hrmhed t)y lln- Na/i 




Sailorh hclpiui^ mcu of tlie Hrili^ll l-;xpcclilionary Force to Norway by handing stores, supplies aiul other ecpiipnient up the gangM’ay, 

A;.mdals]it‘s, aiitl iIh* roads a.iid railways leading to the front. They wen' also reinforcing tledr garrison 
at Trondheini by lr(K)])~c:irr\'ing aerojtlanes, and drop])iiig' rnael)in(.''giins, treiK'li mortal's and 
animunition l)y nahiiis of paraclirites. Th(' Jvoya] Air Force, witliont a base in Aharway, laid to fly ;;oo 
mill's aeross the Nort.li Sea to Itonib tlieir objt'Cti\a.'s. 

( )ne scpiadi-on of (dadiators landt'd on a frozen lake near Domlfaas and ('ndeax'ttmed to ('Stablish 
an ail base lliert', bin it was (jiiickJx' discovered by tlie Germans. Sonu' of the maeliines wcie bombed 
and maciiine-gnimed on tlie iee ; those wliieli managed to get into the air loiight magiiiiteejit 1\-, slmoiing 
down Jo o! the tmeniy in the cour.se of .15 hours. Jfiit our stores of ])t'trol were set alight and the last 
Ih’itish 'plane was dc'Stroyt'd when it landed to refuel, 

'bile Xamsos contingent, under Giaieral Carton de Wiart, pushed soutli along tin- r<'i,ilwa\’ lo Steiikjei , 
wlieiv there wa.s a small l.xxly of Norwegian troo|)s. The combined fori'c niu\'('d along the e;ist eo.-p^t oi 
Trondheim fiord and quickly made contact with tlie Germans. 

On April jjtli ('arton de Wiart 's ])osition was rendered untenable b\' an attack on lii> right hank 
carried out !,>y troops whicl) had beem landed from a German destroyer in h'rondlK'im Ijord. }‘>\- >k\\] 
and hard lighting lie managed to extricate himself, and took up a strong jjosition on stec-j) bills abo\'e 
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'I ei riloi i.il brig.ide I'eaclied Tillelianinier, a small agricultural town ab)out 130 miles to the sontli. 
deh-nded by the Norwegians. '1 lin-e days later, however, it was coiri])eilcd to rc'treat, loi- it laeked tlie 
ail- sii}q)oi't , llie artillery, and the armoured vehicles which alone would lia\’c (‘uabled it to miiintam 
itself against siqx'iior mimhers. 

Ceasclesslx bomlx'd from the air. liattered by guns to which our nx'ii (’orild not rej)l\', and attacked by 
iai!k<. the .Ki.ng’b Chvn Vorkbhirc Idght Infantry, the York and l.ancastcr Fegiment atid tlx' oieen 
lloward.N fell slowlx' and dogged.lv back. By April 23rd they were at K\'am in a narrow p;irl of the 
( mdbr.mdsdal, wliere tlH'^■ made a sta.nd. 

liming tlx' night of April 2qtli the exhausted Norwegians jiasscd tbrongh th.e British line^. Ne.xt 
moining the tiennaiis. whose strength was reckoned at a division, were thrown l)a,ck. I'hc enemy were 
h;ghl\' trained, atid much, better eqni}i})ecl than we were, but when it came to fiayonet iigliting tlicx' 
wx'ie jio matdi for ilit' Tnglisii firigade. 

The Geimans were now making use of their air superiority to bomb tlie ports of Namsos and 






I 111 III'" III .1 iif.ivilv aj'iiKitu'i-ti i.iiik running to take up their positions during training behind the lines in France. These iii'avv tanks can 

travel over the roughest ground at a good speed. 


llntish troops and supplies being landed at Namsos. 


Stenkjer, but once again tlie incessant air bombardment and the lack of artillery support made an 
advance impiossi ble . 

It was imlortimate that llu‘ Na\y laid not boen ])t'rmitli'd to attac'k rrondht'im, but more tragic 
was our long nt'gleet ol tlu' RoN'al Air Oui- weakm'ss in the aii’ would ba\’(' made it difficult, in 
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A])iil i<)4(), i<. 4.iii) ()i inaiiUahi loca) air siJ])remacy in Wi'sU'ni X()r\va>-, and wiiiioiit ii wc should luw 
lart'd h.iflly, \\liat(‘\’(T our inilial succa'ssrs might liaA’e Ixa'n. 

Xaiiis.ts a]id .\<iudalsu(-s had hy tJiis tirnr been rediua.Hl (o ruins, and Hk' sorch -iK'odod yni s « ould iiol 
b(' laud('(l. A iraus})orl carrying aiilinank guns had been surd':. 

On \|)rd asih iIk* icrritorial brigade at Kvam re])ulsed N’ioJeuI attacks on its posiiiou, bm hiriliM- 
^viliidmwai h;id b('coiri(> iricNat aides That jtight it fell l-)ack t<a a foriilicd ])osil!on at Oii.i, inih'--, 

11' f^oi'c it was again ^•ioleIllly attacked on April gStli by the reinforced (ieianans, bin the euriii\- 

lied no Ix'tter -aicce'.^s tliaii on A])ril J5tb. The hne disci|)lin(' and lighting (luahtie's of this force eiial^lod 
!t In ivach Doiribaas on April goth, wlu're the K.OAM.. 1 . fought yd anotla'r marguard ('iigagcaneui . 
'I'1 k-\' were* tif ha\e' be'eri wilhdiawn In’ train, but the line h<iel In’e-n Ixnube'd. After lighting all day the 
uif'u luarcheal se'\’('iil (*en mile’s during the night. Xext day tlieg- faced the' (ienuam om;e more, and drn\e 
tliem ofl. At last the-y we're able to entrain, and arrived at Aandalsncs on the night of M;i\- ist. 


Irooji- of Uk' Frcn. li K xjH'ditioior'. Coro, -oil to Norw.iv .i^oinst ilic Na/ih, Ihj.ikIip.^ .i tiMn-pon On Xpnl ..-otli a War CMficc 

cuiuiuuiiiqiu* stated that Freindi trooj-is had successnil 1 \' landed in Norway. 


I he remainder oi (, leneral Paget ’s force*, wliich Inad gone forward to tlie Osterdal \’alleyg alseHuanaged to 
elude capture b\’ the converging (lermans. and reach(.a,i Aandalsnes in safety. The ple-asant little hshing 
village* was now a charred he'aj), but tlianks tei the Xavy the troegts were withdrawn without further 
loss. 


(iene‘ra.l ('arten de Wiart's force .snflered the same fate a,s General ]’a,gt*t’s: its position north of 
'rrondheim be’carno untenable. It Jell back sletwly to Xamsos, when* the w’alls of agntteel chnn h weiv all 
that was lelt tet tell eiJ the littk* ])e)i't’s modest prosperitv. 

Jradi.sports e'arrying bank tlie Priti.sh and Fre'uch tr(jo])s, with tli.eir faithful e’.se'oit eif eli*slro\(’rs, 
di.sapfu'.ide’ei into tile- riii.sts ol the Xorth Sea tw'o days before* tlie arnA’al of the' pursuing Ge’inians. 

It w’as a sad e*nd to a cam])aigii, where the skill and courage of the tnen who elid (he- lighting shoiK’ 
briglitl\' against the’ .soml)re background of muddle in Wlntehall-- n(,)t for the iir.st tim<* in our lustoiw. 

Put p(*riia,ps with n-gaid to Xoiwvay the* (jfwernment has snflere’el criticism in silence foi the saki* ol 
otlie*rs. loom an obse’iw'ation made by M. Re'ynaud, wdiem he was ITench Prime Alinisii'i , to a corres- 
ponek'iit ol 1 hr I Dfics, it would .seenn that lie held General Gameliri jierseinalb responsible' fo]- the 
misrnariage’ine'nt ol the canpeaign. (jameliiTs, of course, -was the main re'.s])onsibilit\-, since he was the 
Allie*d ('orninanelei -inT'Jiief. 





ill eoiimiaml oi tin- British 1 
trur>|>s with rt-markalde succ 
ill which hi' won tliii D.S.O. and M 


MAJOK-GI-NKKAL BERNARD I’AGKJ’, J.AS.D., M C. 


irces in t)ic Aandalsaes area, Major-Genoral Pa;>('t canaVd out Liu' daiiHorous task of wiilidv 
tin iK-pn his imhtary career in the Oxford and Bucks Li^dit, Infantry, and dnriny the (dc.o 
I.L., lie was wounced four times. Major-GerieraJ Paget was apjiointed Coinniaiiciant of li 


Camberley, in 1938. 


I OoIJege, 
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IJiere remain(‘d tli(‘ small conlin,^eiit oiitsidr Nai x ik, to which other detachments of British troops 
had be(*n added, from landin/^cs at 1-U>d()(', ]\lo and IMosjoeii. This force had made its waay north, and 
effected a junction witli the besic;^in,y- force of Noiavegians. 

It is haid to see why, when the ex acuation ol tlu' main body had l)e(‘n (lerid(‘{f upon and carried 
out (the decision had bt'en taken on April 27th) this isolat('d op{'ration was ('ontinued. It would have 
had no effect on the ultimate la'sult ol tlic* (icrman camj')aiyn, and it in\'ol\'(.'d the dispersal of valuable 
inen-ofwvar, which led to serious lossi's. 

The weather added to the Allii's’ difticulties in Narvik all through May. Theic* was unceasing- snow 
and lain, wliile the thaw tnrmal the ifround into a (]uagmire. 1 he tiermans re('ei\’(‘d tood and munitions 
droi)j)ed by aeroplane, and although they retreated from Narvik on Miiy j.Sth, the\' look u}) a position 
along i 1 h" raihx'ay to .swcnlen. .All oi them (about 2,000) would liace been ca])tui'('d wIk'U the late .s])riiig 
turned to summer, but 1)\' the end of May the situation in France wais so grave that an immediate' ('xaic ua- 
tioji of the Narvik troo])s was ordere'cL Although they wen* withdrawn safely, II.M. a ircrall- carrier 
(.ilonoifs, and the destroye'rs Jeas/u and Ardent as well as the 20,000-1011 ()rient lima' Oninid, weat' 
sunk by llit' (ierman ik'et. 

the King and (iovernment of Noiway were at Tromsoe, and wi'ie notiru'd of the British decision : 
the')' too left for hmgland, where' they laneied on June loth to continue the struggle' for a Irea- Noiwaw 
In man>' ])arts ol the e'eiuntry the' brave, ill-equipped Norwegian Army was still ke'cjiing up a. uneiaila 
w;n-fare, but gradually each centre of resistance was stamped out by the Germans, and tlie tiafiem grinih' 
submitted to ox'erwhelming fc)rce. 


'Flje attack on Mr. i'hambtTlain’s Government for the failure of this campaign came.' from a.ll siele^ 
of the lleeuse of ('ommoiis. 

home* of tlie sternest critics were distinguished Conservative back-bencliers, such as Mia Aniery, 'vx'ho 
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ended liis strictures with the words of Cromwell : ‘'You liax'e heeri loo Ioii,e- line [oi- aii\“ lmxxI xoii have 
hern (loin- ' I)e])art I sa,y, and let us liave done with yon. In llu' name oj (lod, ,^0 1 ” 

.Mi'. Ihahrrt Monison, who had l:)e('n a conscientious ol,)jeel()r in llie last wai', summed ii]) ihe ease 
ayaiiisi Mr. Chamberlain by saying that “JMore the war, and durityj.^- the waia w(' have l('ll iIk' whole 
sfnit. lenipo, a!i(l temptaameni of at least some of the Ministers hax'e been wamny, iiiade( jiia ! e and 
niw(iila!)l(\ I am bound to refer, in ])art icular, to the Prime .Minister, the Chancellor of ila,' h:x(,he. puT, 
and tlK' Seerctarx' oi State' for .Sir.” i\Ir. Morrison added that "jnst as they huho'd ('onrayc', imtiatne, 
imayination, ])syeholoyieal nnderstandiny, liveliness, and self-respect in the ('ondnet of haix'iyn policy, 
so th(' absence of those (ptalities has manifested itself in the actual conduct of tin' wai-.” 

lAa'ii :\]r. Chtirdtill did not esca]:)e censure for haviny .said ; ”.\11 (.erman ships wall be sunk in tlic 
Skayerrak and Katti'pat, and by niyht all .ships will be sunk as opportnnit\- st'iwes.” He wound up ilie 
d('bate in a yood .sjieech, but he could not dispel the im]>res.sion. which was indi'cd yeneral throiiyhoiit 

the coimtry, that the ( io\-eiannent was slnyyish 
and incompetent. Members w'ere deterrniiiecl to 
iTgister their distipiirovaJ, and tlie immense 
majority of Mr. Cliambeiiain’s administration 
sank to 81. 'The day after tlie close of tlie 
debate (May lotli) it wais clear that the time had 
come to form a Cabinet, in wdiicli all parties W'ere 
rejiresented. 

'file King sent for i\Ir. (MmrcliilL There wais 
no time to lo.se, for the Germans had iinaided the 
J.OW Countries at 3 a,m. that day. 

Yot wliat far greater sinners tliere waire, in 
that Parliament, which had first applauded Mr. 
(’hamlierlain’s Munich policy, and tlien turned on 
liirn .so bitterl\' History may yet record that, l)iit 
lor I\runich, the British Empire— disarmed and 
dreaming of collect i\'e security— might liave gone 
down to ruin. Members who liad been jirominent 
in schemes for disarmament and had sought to 
economise on the Services by every piossible 
means were now clamouring for arms and men. 
One of them bad declared in 1934 tliat ”no air 
force can ever defend us against air attack,” and 
had written in the magazine of the National Peace 
Council : ”Wlio stands in the path of Jh'itain 
when we ask for the stipreme guarantee of our 
national security — a guarantee that yo.ooo aircraft 
could not yi\-(‘ ? W'e ouyht to be told who 
these international criminals arc.” "i’et this .same M.P. (Mr. Ik Noel Baker) was kind enonyh, in 
August lops to acknowledge that the “had sa\’(‘d the eountry, a.n(l would v\-in the war”: 

jiresmnahly, Iherc'lorc', he no lonyi'r considered the men who planned British ri'annarnent as cihiiina fs. 

Mr. ( hambt'iiain would hax'c made a better case for bis administration liad he Ix'en fn*e to s])eak (Ik' 
whole trnlh about Trance. Ifven so, he could not ha.ve absohed it from its .share of responsibility loi 
the Norwegian iailurt'. Fhc (icrmans had been bound to take strony, exx'U desjH'iate action to conniei 
0111 altenij.n to Idoek the iron-ore loiite from Narvik. The Government liad a])paiently ant ii'ijiap'd tlnii 
the ('iieniy miylit seize the southern coast of Norwuy, but did not heliexx' tliat tlie (lermans could K'ach 
Jrondht'im. 1 hert' had been a .mrioiis mi.scalcukition here, and again in not s(‘('nriny a,ir basi's foi- our 
military oj u'l ai ions. rro()|)-('arrying aeroplanes landed the enemy by thon.sands, ])ara(Ent ists canu' 
down at key points and dive-bombers harried the ]iasti]3'^uissenibled Norwegian and Britrsh troops. 
Meanwhile the (>erman Naxw, desjiite heaxy losses, had been handled wdtii great enteiyrise. 

In a larger .s])]iere, liowever, tlie balance was in onr favour. Having lediua'd tlie strcngtli of tlu' 
German Na\'\’ hy one-tlnrd, wx wxre able to reinforce the Mediterranean and send out manx' more' men 
and munitions to Jfgypt. 






LANOA. 


•lifiT British were diseuiharkeri despite conliuuous 

■ad of the line to t)slo. 


situated on the sonlh’ 
bv Nazi bombers. 


□f Aandal: 


Aandah 


■d thal Bnlisti lorees landed at iMolde, a port on the wtsl Mjast of Xorw.iv snuth of \ 
nrnvs, a t\'ar Ofbee runiUiuniqut', announced tlie^ arrival e>l allied troops ii 







)f I he Itelgians is seen above discussing military matters with bis army officer; 
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‘fence, eiilier with each other, or with the 
il ^^■ith c'nernies within their gates. 


CniiiHioi) ])jai] {)| 
('iiaei Wv si ('ps to 


rp lo this w.u Uierc was always a ('liaiKa* lor an iiiipie|Xire(l })e(.)ple to “iiiikUIIo ihroi 
apainsi .i bcitta (Mjiiipprd ('luaiiw kt'solula nit'O could still die in the la.st diteli, l)olie\'in 
eoiild ^a\-(' the da\- ; aial history la'cords many instances when such, coni’agc did iia 
Not >o apaiixt tlio now w(M]>ons. Tla're is no nse manning hai'rif'ades a, gainst a lasna’ 
heioism alone defeat a di\'ed)oml )er. WY'apons of pivcision, oigaaiisi'd dehaua' in de])th. 
(p]a.iit itie^ ol mnnitions ai’e laapiirt'd , oth<‘r\^'is(‘ an unarmed peojde are as ])o\\’erless as ^ 
mo\-ing armie-^ ol ila' Middle Ap,es against the horsenuai ol (7diengiz Khan and TariKaiam'. 


CTeniiaii niolor-taaJtptroojy seaia'Jiinp reiimecj' for .intis as thcv across tlu* Iroiiticr diirma the Na/i iiiN.isiou of the Low 

Coiiiitries. These troojiS ara ol the Zundaj)]> Motor Cy( le (.airp^, euaijf^yd as i>art oi tlic spcarla-ad jn the adwinrc. 


llu* ic}}ipo ol iiiorieiai wai' is that ol tlie ]:etrol engine. .Long colrirnns of lorri('s (a di\’ision requires 
hltt'en miles ol road sjaua,'), flocks or hoiales of motor bicyclists (a noun of mnltitnde has not \’et been 
in\'ented lor Tluan) and (oiu'oys of motorised artillery move forward imdei tin* ('o\a'r of squatlions ol 
scouting ])lant's and ixambers. b.x'erything depends on the co-ordina.tif.)n of warions arms, on k(‘(‘])ing 
the roads chair lor the grt.-at masses of \a‘h.iclcs, and on carefully pr(‘])ai'ed tinu* sch(‘diiles. Without 
such, planning all is eha.os. 

All wtis cluios in tin.' Low (..'ountrit*s, and the rot spread to Lranccg wh(.)S(‘ troops were ('oni])t‘l!ed to 
att('nij)t the most dangerous <.,)1 all o])erations of w^ar, a flank marcli in face of the enenixc 

(leneral (umielin has betai se^aTely criticised (perhajDS with justic(‘ for SLibse(jue.nt imlt'eisions) but he 
is only oii(‘ ol tlu' rnanv people res])onsible for having opened the battle with the dice loaded a.gaiust 
the Allies. 

It is at any rate arguable that since combined staff talks were forbidden by Holland and Lelgium 
il v^■as impossible to attc'injft the dehince of those countries. Such strategy would ha\h‘ iiix’olwd us in 
no wors(‘ risks than those we were afterwards compelled to run. We might haw >'i(‘lded thr i.ow 
(A)untrit s as a garnbii in the dreadful game which the Germans had forced us to fjlay. Ify doing so we 
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impt'il Irom thre(' ;iir traiihport'-, 
rnv, and when a uiati jumps lii^ t). 
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■rasbiiif.' a Luxemburg fruuticr barricade by means of a specially improvised wooden raiu(>, 
name oi the irontier town on the road side ia the foreground has been blacked fJiit. 
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nij;9n ihiown in tin; wliolc wri^lit of our well-trainc'd and \V(‘l]-(;quij)|)od troops (nft.Twai <]> Nsa^icil 

in pallaiil loarpniard aotinns) apnainst tlio German flank. whiK' ka'ejain.L;' a sul)s(antial An^lo lovneli icsor\ r 
intat 1 hcliiiid ilm dfdoiiro.s wliich we ]]a.d lal)oriously ('onstniclt'd during- the winlc'r. 

Mi' h a {.(iliey, l)owe\-ei , \N‘ould ha\’e bnen impossi1)lc ioj jaflitiea] luason^. 'Hie ptihlia in Inaiu c. 
Ao'<it Ihilain and tlif rnitnd Stata/s had for y^aiT been Ixannsrd by v\(tv kind of ])acitist lanl.iw and 
kiMW iiMtliiiip \\liatc\aT about war. Nh'ither did its politicians, witli the possible (■\cci)j ion of Mr. W'iiisloii 
blinuinll. If wo had Ix'en condnetiny this war on sound stnate.qica I pi iin i] les we should not lia\r 
dirr|ao-d it when \\c dad, and \vr slionld t(an])orarily ha\’e abandoned the bow ('onntiics to their fate. 

In the ( \ e]it, Holland was ox'eiaun in fi\'(' days, and Beliduin in eiphteen. 

1 la.d ( a'lK-ral Wey,i;and (a'Iio wais ajipointed to the sufu’enu' ('onnnaiid on i\la\- Kith) beiai able to di.s])ose 
<>| t1ie hlteeii inlantr\- di\-isions (sa,\’ 300,000 men) and th.(' tliree rneehanisi'd di\dsions which he lost in 
Manders, together with the we]l-trained niiK' divisions of tJie ITlwle (with anxiliai\- tioops and pioneei' 
('orps niunberine in all qoo.ooo men) the snuirner of K140 mipht l;a\-e si'eii a battle in Idanders whicJi 
would liax e broken tlie C/ernian leyions, instead of one that led to tlu' disast(‘r of Dunkirk and tlie tragedy 
of Fi'aiKae 


1 he J )iit('h Arnn- laid been mobilised at the outbreak of war. Aft(a- the alarms of No\ embc-r and April 
more classes liad been called up. lake all armies except the Gernuin, it had but small supplies of anti-tank 
,yuns and anti-aircraft batteries. 

Iu)r d('f(,‘nc(' tla* Dutcri relied largely on the flooding of the frontier districts, a method wdiich had served 
the country well against Ahai and liis in\ancible Spanish infantry, regarded in tlie i6tli century as the 
l\inzercii\ isiunen wx-re in 1940. But wat('r is no pjrotection against aeroplanes. 

The Dutch strategy wars based on tht' a.L)andonment of that part of the country wliicli lies to the north 
and east of the Zuider Zeca There were blockhouses along the ri\X‘rs Yssel and Maas from the south of 
the Zuider Zee to Maastriclit in the south-east. Behind tlu'se fortified positions the country w^as again 
to be flooded. Witliin that semicircle lay the richest cities ol IJolland— The Hague, Amsterdam and 
Rotterdam, and many other prosiierous j laces, w iili tree-lined canals, pleasant friendly streets, town lialls 


(..tTinaii iJicilinm JnJii tank'., of a lyi)C used t(» lonn the spearhead of the Nazi advaueo into the Low Countries and .N'orilieiii 1 r.un ( . n- -cca 

here cros.sing a sltallow river during the intaision of Belgium. 
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bridge 


oil of B-.-l4iuui, 


v(!r during thiur iuv; 
duslroved bv the B<d: 


Gcriiuin motorised troops coiistructiu! 


.ihuviii;: ttic r.ipu! advance of Nazi inotoriscd units through the Low Countries were aniiiia) transports brinpiug up ircsh sufn^iua. and gum 
column IS seen here passing by a railway bridge that had been blown up by the Allies. 
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with ('r()\\i()()t .L^ahlrs and t^aily ])aiiiU‘d shutters, ta.l] light cliurches, ]M<dure gailcrit's, and {x'aecdox ing. 
liai'd-working , ( lean and cf )nt (‘Utec] jx-opie. 

()nrf' ayain ilic (lennans ado|)t('d th(* tactics they had used in PoJand. 'FIutc ua^ a, light frontal 
atta('k, hilt the main ])Ositi()ns wd'c captured from the rear. 

In oili.*!' respects tlif> situation i-esembled that whicli had (sxisted in Xnrway ])i-inr to the atta('k on 
that ('oiintiw hm in 1 lolland tlh' “Idfth rohnmi” preparations wi're <'\a‘u rnor<' coinpl< t(\ 

Sim t’ log.j there lias existed all oviai' tlie world an Association of (a'rrnans Abroad, (n’l nians readout 
in (oirign count! ie> weic' (•\j)eetcd to show their entlmsiasm for the I' lielncr and th(‘ Xa/a ]^Lrl^' h\- 
1", < uining ninnheim ; n)a,n\- oj them wa-re loyal and de\'oted members. 'Fliosi' who failed to join toinid 
th.ii ihei) bnsine,s> hingni>hed, their locail autliorities laaad'ed t'urion> maaisations against them, and 
that theii lekitioim in the IXAdi wia'e sus])ected of dislovaltv. 

The niembeis of the Assi )('ia,t ion attmided an annual conleienci' at Stuttgart d le Id im media tely befoo' 
the .Xiiiembeig Rally. 1 hey \\er(‘ institicted tliei'e as to how th.e\’ ('onid Ix'sl serxc tlur Fa.theiTmd. 
Those who showed a .^pei ial aptitude uere iindted to attend an adxaiK'ed ('oiii'se at a training school at 
1 lanibmg- Altona , wh.ere they weic tangln the construction of wii'eh'ss t ransinit t mx, the sending and 
re('e[)tion of ciphers and eodcs, signalling and the dai'ki'r ails of .sabotage and s])ying. 

d'iiere wei(' So.ooo (leniKin residents in 1 lolland. many of them popular and highlv-re.s])i‘eted citizens. 
'Fhere was also a Dutch Nazi I'a.rtw It had grown tip during th.e years ol tlie linancia.1 depressioti and 
consisted largely ol young “bla.ck-coat(‘d'’ workt'rs who ha.d either lost their ]X)Sts or could iind no 
eniplovment alter the\- lelt tin* I 'nix'ei sit ies. In the elections of it received go.ooo ^a:)tt's, and in 

1035 3 <>o,ooo votes. Its ablest and most influential lead('r was Rost cam 'Foiiningen, who had doin' 
\aduable work as the adcd.ser to the Austrian ( io\'ernment undc'r tlx' Reague of Nations financial 
reconstruction scheme. In icidb he returned to his own countix’^ to t'dit Jlrl Xdiiojuuil Da^hhid. Fie was 





n !>i'( aim- known tliai tioninmy had uuct* again coiuniitted ruthless i 
into tliai cotiiitry to aid the Belgian resistance. This guu 


gressiou of Belgium. British mer! an-l nmterj. 
s just about to cross the lioutjni. 








A cohiinn ol 1-iviu h troops moving into Belgium to join the Allied forces resisting the Nazi ou-,iaiml.i 



llu‘ ( aluera carrit^d by a (iann.iii parachutist taken |)nsoiu'r durinp^ the 
■onndctc with liicycdc and full equi]'nicnl, takiuf,’ (over on tlu' side of a de 


This pholograph was iouiid in 
chutist, 





Army passing tlirough a tr 
nipost in the foregrouiui ha 




Uf? tlie drive to the Chmmel port' 
,li ttu* refu!?e(‘-tilled roads. 


.1 Gorman tank jiiakes its solitary \v>iy through 
tanks {-reated terrible havoc as 1 


A {,crnian inlantrvjnan looks on with evident satisfaction as a heavily armoured Nazi lorry crosses the Frencli Irontier. It will be nomd iiiai 
A CKinian equipped with an anti-aircraft gun. 
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arrested on Ma\- i()4o. togetlier witli 21 of his chief supporters, but by tlien lie laid ()iyanised a \vide' 
iietwork of pro-Na/i syin]aitliisers. 

I'lie lony (ra..diijon of ]K.)liljcal tolerance in Holland gave these plotters considi'ralile liberty to under 
mine the cniintry from v’itli.iii. Certainly not all Dutch Nazis were traitors Init e\-cn tlie idealists otteii 
ser\-eil ;is tools or diijies to those who were in the pay of Germany. 


i)Otli iron) the strati^gic and military point of view Belgium was bettei' iirc'juired than Holland to lacf 
an in\asion, but amongst her ritizens there was also a considerable min(.)rit\^ not only friends ol 
(aainanw but also friends of Khissia - who contributed to her downfall. 

]'he kexists w(Te led by an elocjiK'nt young man named Dcgrelle. Although ihvy wcvv losing som<e 
of their |)opularit\- in they were rejnesented by four members of the (liamber, ajul Jour in the 

Si'uati'. and DegnBe was said to enjoy the confidence of King la'opold. There was also a 
considerable Communist Party, and a number of discontented b’lernish nationalists. Many of tin' 
older J^lamands had, been (a'lnian svmpathisers during the last war. Though much had been done 
to rt'move their gritoainces, they wi're onc(' again ready to help th(‘ enemies of tlu'ir country. 

'Fhe Belgian Army was organised in six Army Corps, with additional fortress and frontier troops. 
Some t)5o,(.)oo itk'H had been mobilised iii IMay 1940. 

Tlie plan of defence was dictated h\’ the same geographical and strategic factors as tliose of 1914 
— to fall back from tlie frontier to strongly fortified positions which ran from Liege south to the 
Ardennes. The recently built Albert Canal between the Meuse and the SclKddt was to provide an inner 
line, while another line ran from .Yntwerj) through tlie Meuse \adley to the frontier of France. 




Frericli infantry reseri^es—of whom there were far too fe^v — marching to relieve their ci 
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Wlieii tlie German Government presented its ultimatum to tlie llirt/e eountrirs 1 
eieni. and Eiixemhnre; — tlu^, hnrden of its charges against them was. as usual, that the . 
had hern plauuing an iinxision, in order to reach the German industrial district o| iIk 
^J a\- <)t]i, ihsitrai cona'spondt'nt s were given the most emph.atie assurances at t]ie(i«‘i 
()ltM;e 111 lUulin, tliat (lerinany had no aggressive intentions towards Holland. At 
jolldwiiig tlie usual techni(]ue--the German army began to move against tlie Dutch 
front icrs. 

Dcruian di])Iomats ahmad a.re expected to be early risers, but even so tlu' Ministers arc 
than their Ariuv and Air luirce. 


motorised 


nvu of Northern Frau<- 
boiuharduH’ut before l) 


At () a. in. on May lotli tlu' (lerinan Minister to the Netherlands arrixa'd at the T'oicign ()ljica> in TIk 
llagne, and demanded to see tlie F(>reign Minister, M. van Kleffens. TIk; latter had btam np most ol ila 
night, hir the Dutch Imolligcnce Service had warned him that the German attack xx'onld come at tlaxxn. 
And at dawn -tour o’elotdc — he had heard that the aerodromes at W'aalhaven, Bergen, Sehipol and dc 
Kooy had been Ixunbed. 

k.ount x'on Zt'cli delixaux'd an ultimatum announcing that an immense (lermaii force had heen [an into 
art ion. Anx' resistance was senseless. Germany guaranteed that, if no resistance was ofiered, ! loiland 
xxoidd TX'tain h('r jiossessions in Europe and overseas. Otherwise there xx-as danger of ilu' coiujik'ic 
d(‘st iijct ion of t])(> country, and of the machinery of the State. 

the doemm-nt ])i-occcdtHl to cite what the Nazi Government considered a Jong sia irs of uimoui!a,J 
ari.N by th(‘ Dutch ( iow'rnment , sucli as allowing the use of Dutch territory to British seiuct agiaits ;Lud 
the h(‘]p givi'ii to them in their work ; the defence measures taken by Holland and Belgium alone the 








prisoners, captured diiring the in NDrthcni Fratice, 

patioji. 'I'lie obvious >'onih ol tlic Nazi soldier 


alMiul to enter British ll> 
is clearly shown in this p 


to llic trout line secs on ail sides tiic result ot tlie devastatiiu 
Typical of the many towns and villages in Northern France 
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(.(‘I'liKin fionti*']-, wli.'ii similar mrasiires had not been taken along llieir western ironiicrs and lie* 
sontliei'ii Irr^ntieiol lielgitim. 

Idirtln'ia Holland had l)e.(‘n gnihy of allowing her neutrality to be fre(jiu'nll\’ \ iola,t(‘d 1)\- Hritisli 
a,irrraft witlioiit 1 a Iniig any effective counter ^measures. (As a matter of fact 1 )uteli anti-aii ci a,lt batteiKss 
had liivd ini])artially on a,ll air intruders, and one British aeroplane liad been shot (downd But liom s 
before tlie (icrman Minister ])resented this memorandum German boin 1 )s had fallen on Diiteli towns, 
])araeliiitists had dro]>])ed from the sky, and the attack on the frontier- had begun. 

Tire J)iit(di h'oreign Ministi'r indi.gntintly denied these accusations, and dc'clared that as a, n'snlt ot the 
(lermaii allank lloiland was now a.t war with Germany, 


Struimh ])!•(. U‘( ttnl at o \ jiomt, ami ^Miauled like a fnrtu-'-s. till'- arm()un*d Irani, i nnsi^Uiift nt six i o.irlia'^ oi Imllcl-profii vtiad, t arriad Miissoliai 

to vlio Brf'iiiio' Pass tor a niei'Uini vvilli Ilitlo’. 

ihtler, meariwliile, liad proclaimetf to his Army that its hour Itad eonue “ Hie tight bttgiiis to-day 
wliicli will decide the destin\' of the (iermati pe()])le for a thotisand yt'ars. Xow do \’our duty ! Tlie 
rh'rman peo])le follows you with my blessing !" 


Ill Brussels the German Ambassador did not rise so early as his colleague in d he Hague, but otherwise 
the procedure v'as tlie same. 

1 'he Bdgiaii CaJiinet met at i a.m. on May loth, having receiviai runvs that the joerniims were on iIp* 
march. King heo].)old took over the direction of operations, orders were given for geiH'ral inobili.ou ion , 
and an ajgieal wa,s made to Francn and Great Britain for help, which, was answered half an liom- altri 
it was ia‘cei\ (‘d. 

At 4. -]o a.m. (lermari aircraft were scouting over Brussels, but it was not till 8.30 a.m. that tlu‘ ( ierman 




trc.d cIuiiul; the lir^,t tiavs dI IIk- (lUhliiii^ Cirriii. 

I'lic pic'ture shows a straggling {'olutnn o 
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Aiiihnss.Klor an i\ CMl at ilic Foreign Office with his ultimatum, S])aak, the iiclKia]! I'orrien ‘Minisicr, 
ii [pim Ills liaml saying : '‘Let me spare you the shame of reading it.” 


In i.ondon L.oid llalila-x rec('iv(.‘d the Dutch Minister and the Belgian Ambassa-dor at tin- I'orciyn 
( )|!ire s]tortl\- alter b .a.m. Tlie\- informed him that their countries liad been nuaided, ttiat theii- teo es 
\\('r(' r(‘sisting ; aiirl made an oltK'ial request for support. 

Die \\a,j‘ babimn met at N a.m. and re-assembled at 11.30 a.m. when the Chiefs of Stall la'port.-d iliat 
til.' Allied F()i('o> lead been mo\-ing to the relief of Belgium since early tnorning. At midday llif Oiitcli 
boreign a,nd ( olonial Ministers arrived in London by air, to constilt with their Allies. 

( )]i i\Iay iqtli Mr. Cintrchill met the House of Commons for the lirst time a.s Fj'iine Ministei', and asked 
for a vote of ca )nhd('n('e. "1 ha\-e nothing to offer,” he declared, “but lilood and toil and tears and 

sweat. . . 

“We have before us an ordeal of th(‘ most griewaus kind. We liave before us manv. many long montlis 



A typical scenv in a Froneb N'illagc behiad tljc lines : an endless, stream ot urtillerv making its w.'iy to the front. Althongh many siudi units 

arc nieehanised, horses are still used in this type of work. 


of Struggle and of sullering. If \a)u ask me what is our policy, 1 will say it is to wage war- war by air. 
la.ml and sea, war with all onr might, and with all the strength that Cod can give ns, and to wagt' \\a,r 
agidnst a monstrous tvramu’ lup'ei- suiqiassed in the dark and Iamt‘nla.bl(‘ eatalogm; of Jnnnan erime. 
'i’hat is our juRey. 

“If \-oii ask ns, AMiat is \’our aim ?’ 1 ran answer in one word : A'ieloi'w Wetoiy at all eost.^’ . . . 
for without, vietorv Iht'i'e is no sui'\n\‘al- --UT that be realised-— -no siir\'i\'a.l lor all lljat tlic British h.nipii e 
lias stood for, no snr\'i\'a,l for Iht' urge and inymlse of the ages that mankind slndl mo\a‘ forward towards 
its goiiL” 


I'hns tlie great battle o])ened. The German forces consisted of 08 infantry divisions, 8 annomnd 
di\-isions, (> light armoured divisions and 8 motorised divisions. The Allicfl forces eonsisit'd ol u Hnieh, 
17 Bt'lgian, 00 la-endi, 2 Polish, and 12 British divisions (of which three were only partialis- trainwl and 
('(|ni]y)ed, and were therefore — temporarily— second-line troops, although indudf'd in the total) making 
2 ; Allif'd divisions, against 120 employed by the Germans. In aeroplanes, arinonred hgliting s-diidfs, 
anti-tank and anti-aircraft guns, liowever, our numbers were notably inferior to iliost' of the (icrmans. 





iioluitfcl unit < a jx.uiooii bndf<e ol rubbci buaU 

mjior,try bnd^^c, judging by the mud on the roadway. 
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Nor must we blind ourselves to the fact that our chief deficienc}' at tliat time — afterwards to bv rtaiu'dii'd 
in the Erilisli Army, wliicli had always chafed, albeit in loyal silence, at the “Maginot nuaitahlx'” was 
lark ol oh('7isi\’(' s])irjt. Hroadly s])eaking, the Allies expected to fight a long \x-ar, in which they would 
r(‘pn]se (ua'inaii attac'ks from well-sited and elaborate]y-ec|iiipped underground forts, while* tlie l)lockadc 
did its work. 

It wa.s not to hr. It was not true that the attack required thia'i* times the nnmlaers of the drfeiua' in 
oidei to snc('eed. The attack starts with the advantage of choosing its own time and place, a,nd if it also 
j)ossess(‘s new methods of assault, as the Germans did, it can concjiK'r with ](‘SS(*r numl.)e]'s than its 
adversary. The Germans wi'ie nex'er hard pressed, excej)t in imrely local oifensives. 

In the spring of logo the .Mlies had insufficient weapons and an tmsound military the(.>r\' with v'hicli to 
meet the (jernuiris. btit i heir numbers were amply sufficient. 


An ohl woman and a wecpiiiii: Kirl h.iviim a tamdou station ailri 
then arri\a] with other Jielf^ian refu;:^ee&. 


lielpiiif; n refipp'e at a I'rem h I'eceptiou centre to untie ; 
I'undle of her lieloin’inj^s from her cvcle. 


W’e could have won, il we bad had more aen^planes and more tanks, aud if \vc had had them in the 
right ]daces. Instead, our line tank division was lost in Tdtinders, lighting rearguard actions, and the 
l^rt'iich tanks were scattered along the whole length of the Maginot Line, in siqiport of infantry, instead 
of beiiig employed in mass. 

inflicted incalculable suffering on ourselves and Europ)e tlirough these miscalculations, which were 
not in their essence militaiy, but [lolitical. We had believed that if we disarmed oilier nations would 
iollow our exa.m])le. It was a Himalayan blunder, wishful thinking in excelsis. 


Tlie (lerman ]>lan was sinqde and well executed. It was to lure our armies north, and ih(*n strike* a 
kdow at S('dan, the iierxe-ccntre of the French line, nearest Paris. Had the attack failed, the bierman.s 
had otliei* ])lans in readiness wliich would have enabled them to continue the war. Hut the Nazi machine 
moved forward witli scarcely a liitch. 

There was the sudden irruption into Holland, Belgium and Luxemburg, tlirov'ing thost* ronntries into 
confusion. There was the well-planned march through the forests of the Ardeunes, enabling annomi'd 



.inok'' rir^iiu; luuidrcds oi frci mtf) t'lc ajr as aiiotlier knaif 
in (iviuiinitui” hridi^e'. m Northern FraDi.*- to hold 
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iiniis to a]){.)oar sialdciily at the .hin^^e of the French front. Tlicre was the break' (lu'ouydi, ])jseni]io iIk' 
lo’caich defeii('(‘s, as ])rcvK)iisly the Dutdi and Belgian defences had been split. Tliere was the dash to tin* 
Atlantic ('oa^t. and tlie ineiriless bombing of villages, to crowd the roads with refugees, ])ie\'enting our 
reinioroc'im'iits being broright up to the fighting line. Nothing went amiss. On the (lennans wcait, witJi 
liorior and liax'oc as tlan'r allies - tmtil they Reached the dunes of Dunkirk. 

Twenty- tiw .Mlied divisions had gone northwards, to help the Low Countries. The (lermans did not 
bomb tlioni r)!i iheii' way iij). W’hy should they, when thev\vere conforming to Hitler’s ])lan .''' As tlie 
PiUizcydivisionc}} sw('])t forward, to St. Onentin, to Peronne, Amiens, Abl)e\’i!lc, the propagandists in 
Berlin exulted. “The Hriti.sh and the Inench armies in the north are facing annihilation,'' they declared, 
it was true according to all human calculation, but none the less the Germans were wrong. 


The thrust against tlie l.ow Countries w’as delivered with armoured dix’isioiis just where it 
was exj>ccted in all instructed (piarters, namely at the junction of the Jk'lgian and Dutch Irontiers, 
where a tongiu' (d‘ Dutch tenritorv (kncmii as the “Limburg appendix”) extended souikiwards 
between the German and lL*lgian liorders. 

Not only wais it impossible for the Dutch to defend this ajrpendix, but also the trontier junction 
W'Es obviously a jilace wbcigs^' botli countries would be in doubt as to the direction of the enemy attack. 

In the north of the apjxmdix lies the town of Roermiind, on the east bank of the Meuse. Thirty 
miles upstream (i.e. south of Roermund) lies Maastricht, on the w^est bank of the Meuse. Roermund 
is eighty miles from Antwerp, and Maastridit, sixty miles from Brussels, 

When German tanks and dive-bombers attacked Roermund and Maastridit at 3 a.m. on Frida^y 
May loth, neither the Belgians nor the Dutch could make any effective resistance there : tlie 
Belgians because it w^as not their country, and the Dutch because it was too far from their main 
lines of defence. 

Behind the Meuse, and to the north of it, behind the Yssel River, the Dutch hoped that their flooding 



‘J lie reinanj.-. uJ a La-niiau laeauini-typc urmoured-ear, pul out of action by allied defenders during the rapid Nazi advaia i; on J’aii.-.. 






bitterest fighting in Xtirtheni Fr.inrtg where the Nazis suffered Rethel , which suffered severely from 

severe losses Isefore taking the city. effi'ct of 
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il)c ])aia,c])utists came troop-carniiig aeroplanes, consisting of old l)onil)rrs of kind, 

wliicli flic l_.nf(^^’afk' did not mind ''crashing,” for they expected to retrieve tJu' wnark in a lew da v’s time. 

'FIm' task o( (h('S(' m('n was to seize vital points such as the Moerdyke, and to s})read confusion Ixhind 
tile Dutch lines, lluis (ngaging the attention of front-line tUKi])s wlio would lia\-e bt'cai inxaliiakle 
elsewhi'ce. 'Fliex' succeeded only too well. No General Staff excejit tliC' (iernian had lorescen 
what immi'iise dismay and disfu'ganisat ion could be produced by these tactics. 

\Miile the iii]ia])itants of Kotterdam drank their morning coffee on that fatefu] Id'iday morning, tlaa 
eiKuny liad ca])tnred tlie })rinci])al Faidges and two railway stations. Ihiceriainty added to tlie horro]- 
ol the situation : riK'n in police uniloj-nis might be friends, or Nazis, or Dutch traitors : well known 


Lifilit and inciliujii i'>n1i.>!i jairl ul the great uf bUj,)j)li(.'s, and oilier ni;.iterial that was inuriediaieh' seal lo he![> Be]i;iani after 

tlie Gennaii iuv'.isioa of the Low CoLinlries. 

(lerinan residents siKldenl\' a])])earecl in their true colours to aid the iiwaders, and tlicax' were stfu'ies 
ot women ])aracFiutist s, ;.md boys disguised as nuns and nurses. 

The chief disaster ol the day, liowever, wars the arrival of German land forces at the ’Moeidyktc 
making any attempt at rt'cajtture unlikely. 

ddie tirst German (letacFiment ari'ived in a motor-bus, and sur])rised and ovt/rj )()wei t'd the 
guard, ddicy ^v(av s(.)on reinlorccd l)y machine-gun detachments wliich liad Ix'cn concc'ak'd in hargas 
on tile ri\er. A h'rericli division which was moving up from Breda, to form a connecting link hatwcan 
the Briiisli and Dutch forces, was too far off to give any help. The l\loerdyke was lost, and 
Holland split into two jiarts. 

.■\11 next day (May iitli) (k, nnan parachutists descended near RDtitu'dam, .Xmstt'rtlam , The 
Hague, and Dtrccht. Tlie passage of the Meuse w^as forced in several jilaces. 

The undefended iiurtlu'rn province of Groningen was quickly occupied. By noon ilie (lermans had 
readied the easlcuri sIkwc of tlie Zuider Zee. Later in the day they pierced the (arebhe line, whicli ran 
from Amersfoort to tlie IHiine. 
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The (A'onvJieJiiiiiiK sin'n^th ol tli< (htiii.-ih onslaught in Flanders and in F 
support. 11 iimst In- adiiiitiral that ilKMjennaijs conipJetcly siirpri.se(i tl 
lattej sJi()t))(l Juix'e J(*ariicd in I’tiland. I he |ijrtur<’ above sliows an attai 


iMinc Was due to llie \a/j tank tattiis, eonibined with (lose boinbe: 
f i'jcni h and Brilisli (bnieral Staffs, in s}hle oj the lessons wliicli i lu 
k at its liei^ehi, witli I'reni h heavy tanks (Idt ) poundius their \v;n 


iorward to meet tlie Nazi tanks, wlnle I’rcan h aeroplanes sni>pori 
itie I'Hnich tried to di'al witli tanks In nieans of their forniidal)le 
-uperun-ity in the air that they were able to blast theii way tlnoii-h 


then) aho\'e. Unfortunately air support was inadeqiu'ite on the Allied side, 
and extremely mobile field guns, but ttie (jeriiiaus had such a niimerictil 

all opposilJon. 









Sedau, the cite of the break-throuKli, allowing the IMuco Crusty, Tlic Wilhcliuina Itridgc across the Meuse at Maastricht. 

By tlie evening of May I2tli the Dutch Governinenl had concluded tliat it could not expect any 
effective military assistance from the French or British. It was anxious that iht' Ko>'al faniily should not 
fall into the hands of the Germans, so on the morning of the Tjth, lhduct\ss Juliana, who was expecting 
another child, her husband, Ihdnce Bernhard, and the two Frinca^sses h'ft for Fngland in a Dutch steamer 
escorted by a British destroyer, lliey narrowly esca})ud (hxith when an ac^roplane dro])])(al a magnetic 
mine across the bow^ of their ship. 

Continual air attacks on the palace in llie Hague made necessary the evacuation of tlie Queen, who 
was prevailed upon to leave for tlie Hook of Holland that evening. She expressed a dc'sire to go to 
Flushing, and a British destroyer was placed at fier disposal. 

On the w^a\" to Flushing, how^ever, the destroyer j:)icked nj) a message to say that that port had been 
heavily bombed. Course was changed for Dover, but w'liellier the Queen wxis informed of this at tlie 
time has not been made pniblic. It is said that she desired to stay with her people, but that she yielded 
to the solicitations of the Ftutch Government to remain on Britisli soil. 

By the 13th thu I'rn-my wxis already advancing on llrecht and Rotterdam with armoured fighting 
vehicles. The F)utch forcus at Dordrecht had huuii defeated, and furtlier south, Koozendaal wvis taken. 

On May igth the centre of Rotterdam was attacked for tliree hours by squadrons of German bombers, 
who flew unmolested across the city, drojqung lumdreds of tons of high cxj)]osive. The Hague, with its 
historic building.-^ and glorious art galleries bad alread>' bt'cn boinlxal. Now' the Germans W'ere 
threatening llrecht with a similar fate. 

The Dutch .-\rniy had lost one-fonrth of its effectives in four days. The small but gallant Dutch Air 


Kaiiiui. at iIk- iiinctioii oi the Saiubrc and Meuse, showing thf 
' filadeJ attu tJif Chateau dm Contes. 
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(■ ]i:i<l i.ecn wijxMl oiK. All the chief ports, aerodromes, arsenals, ajid <loek\'ai-(is were in 

it ‘ ( I (.'I I nans. 

aih- ni the eveniiif^ of May l-)th tlie Dutch Comnmnder-in-Chief onlered his troops to eea 
>ve,■k^ later he wtis on liis wa}' to a German concentration camp, tor hiilinf; to show snlhei 
horatiiiy with the con(|iicrors. judging by the scanty news which letiks out of 1 lolktnd, ll 
at sliihbont tuition follows his extiniple as closely as it can. 

Ill' ( tueen and Dutch (awernment established their headquarters in j,ondon, wliere the\ \ 
the Nh therlands are freed ; and from here they govern the Diifcii overseas jiossessioiis, 
iig a \adu;dile contribution to the Allied war effort. 


hurthii' soul li, British and hrench forces, in answer to the Bel.gian ajijieal for siip|)ort , had cro.ssed the 
I'ranco Belgian frontier :il 7 a.m. on ftlay loth in high fettle. The future seemed bright witii hojie. 

llie I.OW lotinlries, iione\comhed with tank-traps and land mines, nii.ght form an insu].erable 
obst.u le to the /ililrJa'ii'i;. W e had gained rich Allies in Holkmd and B>elgiiim, and our itonibers might at 
im\- moment smash some e ital link in the enemy line of commnnicatioris. (wniian tactics were all very 
well in the open |)lains of J-ohind, Init could they operate against our comliined air forces, and in densely 
j)0])ulated art'iis r 

^ If the lielgians could hold their line for a fortnight, or tliree weeks, the Germans might become 
nn-oh-ed m =< 'ii-sasKr comparable to tliat of the Marne, Miglit ... So many said, and some believed. 

iiiit at that \'tay hour- -7 a.m. on ]\jay loth- — an enemy arm(,)ured di\dsion was crossing the Albert 
(anal by a bridge which liad been left intact , owing to the death 1)\' bombing of tlie Belgian officer detaiffid 
to blow it up. 

Later, this bridge was the scene of one of the most gallant exploits of the campaign, when five 
volunteers from an R.A.F. dive-bomber squadron \vent out to attack if. None of them returned but the 


out of I.otnaiit. wlieiN boiiu of tli.; hfavifsit fig^hliiii,; ;iuti bombino from lb 
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t})S uianning an auli-taak posi amid the ruins of Louvain. 
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brid,2(.' was (lest royt'b. Meanwhile, however, enemy tanks and cyclists had been juairiny across the canal, 
and liad reaclKsi Toiiyna^s and Wareinme. 

B\- Ma\- j ith, the ,yreat frontier fortress of Lit%e was alread} threatened on two sid(‘s. On "Max- J2th. 
streams (>\ refn,ee(‘s were ])assin^’ tlirough Brussels, and the Sunday j)a])ers did not appear. Hie 
( lox'erninc'iit ’prepared to evacuate to I.a Panne. 

'Idle Ib!vb. took up a ])osition east of Brussels, along the line of the J)yle river. As soon as they mack' 
eoiiiacu witii the' eiH'uix’ it Ix'came aj)])arent that the Belgians xs'ere retreating ex'erywhe'rc', ('xc(']>t at 
bi'‘ge, and that Holland was colla])sing at an even greater speed. 

( )n May Jyth fwlic'n Holland surrendered) (icrman troops in northern Ihdgimn held tlu' Tongres- 
W'arc'uime line', and had ].)ush('d on to Aarschot, further nortli. d'o the' south the'y had crosse'd the- 
Meuse at thre'c' places bc'twt'eii Namur and Mezieres, ten miles inside the Fix'nc'h frontii'Ts 

'rhree c|uarters cij the city of Namur had been hetivily damaged by aerial bombardment liefore it was 
{'iitered hy grouncl ti'oops. Tiilemont, Bicot and Aarschot were in ruins, and Louxain badly hit. 

Th(' (lermans e'ntere'd Louvain on May 15th, but were driven out by the Kox'al Ulster Ritles. Tliis 
was the turthe'st east le-aedie'd by any British contingent. Our tre.)o|)s he'ld half the' railway station, and 
liad settk'd down, snijiing, machine-gunniiig and harassing the' eneunx’ with hand gre'nade's, conxince.'d 
that the'y could hold out inek'hnitely. And so theyy might have', but for e'X'e'iits furthe'r scaitli. 


Communication lietwccn General Gamelin,the French Commander-in> Chief in Paris, General Georges, 
commanding the F'rench Armies of tlie North-FNast, and General Billotte, commanding tlie French troops 
in Belgium (fifteen infantry and three mechanised dixdsions) was poor, and still more inadequate was the 
liaison betw’een tliese officers and Lord Gort, the British Commander-in-Chief. Also, Gamelin and 
Georges were always quarrelling. 

The position of tlie Allied line in Belgium \wis p>rccarioiis, not onl\’ owing to the extraordinarx" and 
terrible events at Sedan (described in the next chapter) but also Ixecaiise the Belgian forces in the north 




o' Uie constant stn-am of Holi 
rcfui^oes niakini’ escape. 


an elderly 

fr hoTiie, 


soldier assistin' 
from the riiius of 


lionic:, have been destroyed by Nazi bombs, 
the district in a motor-lorry. 


Peasants of Luxemburg, Heeiug into ]• ranee, bef-irc the \a. 
driving their cattle before tiiem. 






iionu'ut after it had been fired from its eanioulhmed 
fiated that artillery inflicted hc.iw t.iMialtieb on the 


One of the inanv big guns in 


haam 3 t£xJe ^ \ ^ i 

^ -r-. r> rr ( o S Ht‘rlo^eiibosch 

^ ° ^ nXx:-^ 

IVI.ddeR.urgAr7^V 

FLUSHl^liayf eoa.^Jll^g'^.U //v. TAaA^--'l 


iABf’edaAArTLBlJRG X 

xRosenaaaJ 

1-- .'f\ <■•• V 


2 ei^t)[>u^ge'£> ioSfu/s 

OstendABRuGEs'-'" 


^Funnes \ 
o 

'. Dfxrnuae 
% 

\ ypf>e8 


rANTWERI^ 


^sAi^^ur. QinX 

, Turnb<^ 


^ l/X'CT/i' 




v5tA'/a&5;^/^^^ 


Bochalt 


c>t o Bcm^loo 


llVIaiines 


ozoidcp 


Hassell 


Mening 

--x^^ubaix 

LILLEX” 

^Bethune 


Thounout to/rgrw? ] Boom^\ l bcvu /oo 

GHENTlsyf,,^^^^ AMalines ^A ^Zoldcp 

Rouler^ / sSudji^ Tenmonde f Diest^ V ,, 

"X ^Alost / . v!25?^‘ 

ICoutra^^#^^ o MAASTRICHT^ 

\] y\r.ji.. 9 .^F!!FFB 7 \\ Tnr.^r^.', 


^Louvain 


' A °Rerhx Gmmmont dHah\ \ Tonj^ 

JB^^Xli \G 

W/i/e//fi5’ '^^Ambnesin 




X C^LaiouvikpeK 

(VI on^ ° \lurneb 


Charleroir 


t/aJenciennes %} 

Maubeuga 


Montjgntes ^ 


>Namup 


\pNatDye 


rWalcouPt 


Cambrai 


Winant 


^lEGE 

Sepaing^ 

^ Hamoin 


^Enezee 


Bopojuma 


CO‘J'*^'AodA,^ F Romepee \JemeJle 

y^tesn^ \ ;-fSii ) 

f \r “a”® J 1 «»» \ ,; 


Peponne 

o 

^IQVENTIN^ 


eP j o Guise' 




Vepvins 


PaJiseu! 

o 

Neufbhd. 


o Montdidiep 
Nqyon 


Mezicpes 


£ompi^ne 


AisTiX 


Soissons 


PObdau Map./ . 
hispng ' 


!V1 pxhix<' 


IREIMS 


fecpay 


S^Mfx,..., 


)CHALONS 

-S MARNC 


^ouzieps \ \ 

\ o % ^ 

j AppPoximatB ^ 
Allied Line *" 

M I Scale of Miles 


Railways 


Tilt- ttiick l.laik liii 

had piislHHi throiip 
ill B«'l|nuiii aijcl th 


'S on ihib map indicate the ajiproxiinatc iipditing positions of tlie Allies on May 21st. Althoiif^h the Nazi n 
1 the zone between Carnbrai and the Soinine, thus forming u wedge some 25 miles wide betwe.en tlie allied 
1 lem h Annv in the south, their positions were uneertaiii as the opposing forces were intermingled. l iit 
the direction of the Nazi advance towards the Channel ports. 




Ariisies on May 28th. 1940, also the area f; haded) in whirh Of-noan im-rharisc'l fun-e 
black line shows approximately the position of the Beltiian Army whirh < aoituhr 
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Among tlie various means adopted to stem tlie German advance wa^ the destruction of main roads. Here Nazi tanks and motor-lorries are 
seen making a forced detour on account of tlic impassability of the principal roads. 

were giving way. A counter-attack was launched between Namur and the Albert Canal, but in view ol 
the German advances to the north and south it had no cliance of success. 

The order lor the withdrawal of the ihk.h'. t<» a line west of Brussels was given on the evc.niiig of 
May 15th, but was a])parentl\' nt)t receivetl until the afternoon of May i(.)th. Our forces fell back in good 
order to a line which ran ajtjtroximately north and south from Ant\\'erp, along the Scheldt and Dendre 
rivers. The Germans entered Itnis.sels and Ma lines on May 17th. 

We .stood tirm 111 our new ])()siti()n. in the centre of the Allied line, but the Itclgians to tlie north and 
the Bre.nch to the south were rorngtelk'd to gi\'e way. They wen* harassed hi the rear by light 
mechanised units which had Ifrokeii through and were disorgaiiisiiig communications. Barachutists 
were also at their deadly work, though they were not used as frequently in Belgium as they were in 
liolland. 

The ea.])itulation of Holland liad released otlier German forces which threatened Antwerp from the 
north and west. On May 18th this great Ibrt was evacuated. 

“\\c must not allow our.sch os to he int imidated/' Mr, Churchill said in a broadcast to th(^ Idnpiix* on 
May 19th, “by tlio ])resc'ncc of tho.sf* armoured \-ehicles in uncxp('ctcd place's In'liind our lines, if tlx'V 
are hehiud our front, tlu* Jdeneh are also in many places fighting actively behind tlu-irs. J^>oth sides aic 
tlicri'forr in an ('xtromOy dangerous position. It would be foolish, howe\’(T, 1() di.sgnise the giax’ilv eh 
the: hour. I{ woiilel he* still more texdish to lose heart and courage 01 tc) sujtpose* that we'lhtraiue'd, we‘ll- 
eepiippe el aiinie's uuniheiiiig thive to four millions of men could he* e)\\'reome within the .s])a,e-e of a le w 
v e‘e‘ks e)i' e\’eu meaitlis by a scoe)]) or raid of mechanised vehicle's, howe\ e‘r feamidalele*. ” 

h'hat (lav, the Trench had announced that German tanks were at St. Oueiitin, 75 mile's west of Sedan. 

How was tje'Ue*ra.l We'ygand to sa\'e the situation, now that the iortiheatioiis along tip* hiaiieo 
Bfelgiaii Iroiitie'r liad been taken in rear ? Tlu^ only chance was to attack on l)oth sides oi the “hiilge*,” 
which exte'iided, on Alay 2(.)th. right across France as far as the outskirts of Alfheville. its nan(»w(‘si 
part wa,^ he'twe'e'ii ICdonne and Arras, a distance of some 30 miles, and if was liojK'd that this ga{) could he* 
closed. 

Had this opeiatioii been successful some five German armoured divisions would ha\X' b(.'e‘n cul otl 
from their lines ol su])j)]y, and what liad begun for them as a brilliant victory would have turned to diie 
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« )!1 Joili Sii- INimiind Ironside (tluiii Tliief of the Iniperia] (ieiK'iai ^lah) ainT rd .n r>i in^li 

<>t'iieial j h\id()u.n ter.s fni a eorilerenre wit li Lord (lort andtieiK'ral Millotie, Tlie LJ- Me had ilit-n MW('n 
dixisiuii. l.K i]|o tli(> (.iicniy. It u-as derided tJiat tlie two Kntibij d]V].>.]ons in r('S(a\-(' (the sih <ind 
'"’‘IL"' t hr iiyhl armoured xahucles < 4 ’ tlie Id'enrh ist ("ava]r\- (‘or])>, and other I'Kairli troops, shoiiid 

<iltark Arras on the following daw 

( )n th{' inoininp of '\la\’ 21st. l]owe\'er. tlie lA'eneh were not readw ( lort attarkc'd, noju' thr less, w ith 
* "i -‘Jl Li(' tanks 1 k' could obtain, and cai’iak'd ]ii,s first ol)jeeti\’e, tht' (Ojeul I\i\('i . souih-r,isi d 
Lei's, llrir he d]sro^'^ae^l tliai tli(' flanks of the ‘ bulye ^^’ere held 1 )\ W('llo‘(]uipprd inlanlie that had 
)o|jii\\(sl i h(' annoiii'i'd di\asioii,s, and that the (lermans were alread\' stron,Ltl\ (‘Ulixairlird, The "biikn' ’ 
was not a salient , as we understood the term in the last war, Imi a sall\' port . brisl lin,i^ with delenees. from 
^^hieh the <'nem\- i>sued to earr\ ha\oc t<ir arid wide into h'ranee. 


Ihi'. OtTiuan auli-.iiro'.itl r,,, (.ipturol In the 1 n-iu-h Wie Uht>fi .iIm. a- .m aii!i-t.nik j;nn. A 1 nMidi soldier cAaiunu- thr iiir(.Jj.misiu ol the 

allifd tniphv. 

I he I).}'..h. dro\ e thi' (lermans Irom Arras with heavy loss, but could not advance anyfiniher. The 
fta] ) was not cd* tst.hl. 

W (\\ , valid arri^’ed liy air to ('order witli Billot te on l\l<ay 22nd. lie had ('auvbt a cljill, which yaw* him a 
still !i(.‘ek, and Ik* lotfkc'd ilu' tired man he was. B\' some ntistake, neither Kiny Leopold nor Lord Lort 
a]]i\t'(.lat t he Con leK'Uc'e, hint Bill(..)tte met th(' Britisli and Bidvian k ommarid(,a's-im( liitd >oon afuu'wards, 
at A pres, and outlined the new ])lan of attack, 

Xe,xt da\ (leitei.d Lillottc* was kilkal in a car accident, and Geiu'ral 1 haiu'liai'd took over c(.)mman(l of 
the AllKhl Armic's in tlu' rmi'tli. 'I'lns inevitably caused further diltjcnliies in liais(.)n l)eiwt'en the hhree 
) )i iiieipa ! commam lers. 

hrf.an Douai and \ ak'-iiciennes in the north, and from Rewe in the sontn (25 miles south east ol 
Amuais) a siinulianeons attack was To be launched on May 26th. The objective for tlu' two Biitish and 
three' l-iaaieh diwsions (o.)ming down from the north was to be Marcoiiiy, wiiere tlu' .s(»ntherii troops jr,,m 
vveie to join hands with tlienr But the attack was never made, for ou May 25th the Bel, man troops 
oil the SelK'ldt had lieeu drix'en hark to their last defensible position on the Rj\’e]- Jw’s, and wvie in 
despeiatc' straits. (lOi’t decided to send his two reserve divisions to reinforce them. 

It was a forlorn liojie, and (leneral Blanchard, deprived of British support, made no ukoc either. 
Kor was any seiious attack delivered from Roye, The gap became a chasm. 



■ iii'i L.ujr,i.>tcr Jvf'ijfiiiicnf oji guard in a treiicii in ;> forward aroa on ilu* Western l-'ronl, 
t,w{nity“tvvu battalions of the regiment went into aetiou, 













Lord Gort at his desk. 




'J'his cliMwiii;.; l>v a (a'niiau war artisi dcpifls^ hand-to-hand fighting in Francta A Nazi jiairol resisting a iierce British attac k, 'J he boldita' m 
the centre is using an automatic gun while the otlier men throw grenades. 
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‘Cl! May JStli and lyUi Kin^ I. eopold, sleepless and exhaustetl, was dchatiiiy in his iniiid (and 
takiny coniis! I iioni \ (‘ry f('\v advisers) bow best to save bis country, wbicli was caiiylii in the yrij) of 
sncli a ])aiiic iliat yooo,()oo ]){‘ 0 ])|c bad kdt their homes, to wander bojiejessiy towaidstbc south and 

W’('St. 

WIk'ii the Wd'V^and ])lan to close the gap bad failed, be knew tliat tlK' situation ol l-u'lginni was 
jjopclcss. At .,j a.ni. on May ^Ntb lie ordered his trooj>s to cease tire, and sent an ('n\-oy to tlu' (icnnaris 
aiinonneing the snrr(‘nd(‘r ol his ('onntry. 

’VIan\' reasons have Ikh’ii athanced to account for the King's action. Some ()1 bis frit'nds dt'clait' tliat 
]h‘ liad Ix'eii waiiK'd b\' the (banians that Ib’iisscls and Antwerj) would be razed to the ground by (a'rnian 
bonilK'is : otiuas, tliat lie could no longer bear to see the be]])]ess streams of refiigves being lH)mbcd and 
niachiiK'-giinned on tii(* loads. bA'en bis enemies have never doubted Ins pt'i’.sonal eouragw 

lie has iH'en blanu'd loi‘ not taking tlie advice of his Ministers, who urged him to leave' I’x'lgiiini with 
th(' (iO\'ernni(‘nt , and eontinne the* struggle abroad. He refused, sa\ing that the ]>]a(;e of a King is 
with his .soldici's in tlit' held, and witli liis jx'ople in the hour of their ad^•ersit^^ Let ns not censnrc' liini 
loo hastilw It is triK' that lu' liad ajijiealed for our help, hut it is also ineontesta1)le tJiat that h('lj) 
(through no fault of the ILIAIA) liad not been effective. 

d'he King’s dc'cision, liowevcr, jihux'd the ILE.F. in grave jieril, for Lord (birt was suddenly compelled — 
when himself desjx'ratelv hard jiressed to take over a new line of tliirty mik's, from his northern flank 
to the Xorlli Sea, where the' Hermans would liave certainly lirokeii tliroiigti if tliey Jiad Ix'i'u unojipo.sed. 
Had our iioiihern Hank been tnriu'd wa* slioiild have lost onr whole arniw 

Holland liad gone, now Lelginm. Nb'arly a million light ing men had laid down their arms. Hundreds 
of Belgian olhccrs and men. howt'ver. refused to surrender. Some made their W’ay into France, others 
fought through the eneni\- to join the hfritish at Dunkirk. 




■rouiid. 


-li.it - ilto explosion eaii he ■^een in the distance that ha^ lieeii tired tnmi tlu iiioit.si ni 
ave Iktii j^i'eatlv improved hinee the lust war. The 3-in. mortar thruw» ,1 10 !!' homh. 










the (irivcr of one of our luodern '^vvift-iuoviiif; tanks is eased soniewliat kiv a novel inetliod lie adojii: 
way to the front line. He ( hews a ])ah\’s teat wlii' h acts iis a shock al)sorl)er. 
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'T 'V.sV dc JK.'S soNciis tjifc' tious poisons/' cried M. Reynaiid in a hit ter broadcast from Pari^. amioiniciiie' 
(lie la'-linaii siinciidcr on the iiKarning of Alay 28th. In London, Mr. Ciiurcliill waniod the IIoii.m' o{ 
<'onini<nis to ])r(‘|)a!c for “bard and lieavy tidings," altliougli be added tliat our iroo])s wwu in good lieart. 
aj]d light irig wit it tbe iitinosl discii'dine and tenacity. 

“ddicai was s('en,’’ as Najner wrote in The Peninsular irar, “witb wbat, strengtii and inaasty tbo 
Jb'itisl) soldier bgdits : not bin, g could shake that invincible infantrw" 

Those words aic as tiato to dav as when they were written. Our men were tried as no jiaai waa'c (O'er 
liieii before --not at ('oninna, Kandahar,, or Mons — and she>wed tlicmseh'cs more than wortl)\' ol liieir 
ancestors. 

b'or iKaLrl}’ three we('ks tlie>’ had been on the move, bonil;)ed and shelled (amtinuonsly, ii,gliting rear- 
guaid actions, and siitferiug fixtiu lack of sleep. The worst of their ordeal was \ ('t to come, but l)elore we 
suiaaw th(‘ .scene at Dunkirk we must return to the events in L'rancx' whicli led u]) to that test in, g momemt 
in, our histoiwe 





One of tlie many objectives of Gcniiaii liombiny f)lancs during the famous rearguard action of the B.li.F. were llic routes of coramunication of 
the Allies, Above is scon the station and docks at Usteud on tire after a raid, 

'riiis Abinx' w’d.s the ])i\'c)t <)ii which tlie hhxMtch defences turned, linking tlie Maginot Line troops with the 
Allied lM)rtx‘s xxLich had inarchetl north to Ht^lgitim. 

h'i\ (' ( K'l man armoiirt'd dix isions i onred tlirough the gap, follow'cd by fifty divisions of inlantry. This 
w;i.s the main (it'nium iittaek, the blow to llu‘ heart. 

'rr;ms])o]l for thest' troops, if assembled on a single road, xvould liaxx- stretehetl as far as from l.ondon 
to the hai-ot‘ Islands, or to Idorence. It lollowed parallel roads, of course, as far as j)ossible, iit'X'ei-i hdess 
tlu' handling ()f the.se immense columns- -and in particular the fuel su|)],)l\' of the armoured dixusions- ■ 
must he rt'cordetl as a Inilliaiit teat of organisation on the part of the Gt'rmans. 

At hrst, niilitarx' .s})()kesmen in Paris and London declared that the Maginot L’ue ran xxell to the xxcs! 
of .sed.-m p'llthongh tlu' maj)s axaiilable to civilians shem^ed tlie contrary) and that the' (icrmans had not 
crossed the Mc'iise. Hut itrcscnilx' it xvas obxdous that there was a break through. It xxns caUvd a 
‘‘bulge,” ajtd tlie public comforted itself xvith tlie thought that the Germans were in a biangeioiis position. 
When, how('\er, a fexx' dax's later, the Idench announced that the battle from Namur lo S-dan bad 
“assuiiu'd the chaiactca of ojien warfare ” it Itegan to seem possible that this was a eu|)h('iiiism lor “lui, 
retreat.” lloxx'exer, i\larslial Petain, recalled from Spain, would restore matters, together xxitli Cietieral 


BRITAIN AT WAR : THE ARMY I5I 


DUNKIRK AND THE FALL OF TRANCE.^ 

A 1)1 ief chroiiologx' xx'ill co-ordiuate the ('xauits in the Low ('oimtric'S with ihose iu TraiKac 
On i\lax- iglh, will'll iIk' Dutch (Commander in-Phief issued the order to cease lire, the Gei'inaus had 
i(.;ich(‘d till! Mensc', from Namur in Helginm to Sedan in France. 

(ii'iieral ( orap’s oth Armx', xx ilh headqiiaidei s at Serlan, aiipears to hax'i'. Ik'i'ii conijdi'I elx' siirprisi'd 
1)X' the a])pearaiic(‘ of German tanks from the Ardi'iines. IG’en so, it is a mx'steiy why tin.' bridges ox'ci 
the iMeiise were not destrox'ed, and xx’hy the considerable defences of this zone were unable to I’csist. 





'M' 


The Iieustratei) London New 

T jiaid S]i('cial tribnic to tlic uia^’,nitir('iit. work <if iIh- Loyal Na\ \ and (w prob’-od ihc ualion'- aianltaa- t.. tin- vtmii.' lufii ot tin- who 

■en, and would coTitimw to give, their lilt- aial tlurir all lot thdr native laud. Tla- aboM- drawiup, Iroin desf rif)! ions oi .-vt'-witiiesscs sliows 
tuple of the unfailing rt'MiurctfuJncss whit h made possible ibe saving uf the L.h.b. at l>imkuk. .A naval oftieer on tlie beach did a great 
in organising a series of jetties eonstrm ted out of lf>rries wide h wert- run out over the tide-marks at low water al p«»mt- wti« re boats etmld 
close in. This made it ptissible for the nieu to get altoard dry-shtHl instead ol wadmg ihroiigli the w.ut-i, as so maii\' oi oui gallant men did. 


wing is reproduced by pcrwnssum of 

111 his sp»eec:h in the House of Commons on June 4 tb, Mr. Winston Churchill told tin 
He stated that the enemy hati sow»ed magnetic mines in the Channel and on tlm seat 
dxed strong;, boiiihed and macdiiiie-gunned tire sand-dunes wliere the troops liad 
constantly attacked by IJ boats and enemy motor-boats. “It was in such conditic 
little or lui re.sl ior Jour dai> and nights, making trip alter trip acioss tin- dangero 
ol detitl . '1 he mirade uJ dehverame \\a^ aihieved b\ i.dour. perlet t dis< iplim 


■ sior\ of the cjtie struggle to sa\’e the .-Ulied Forces at Dunkirk. 

Kejieatc-d waves ol Na?) ])Ianes, sometimes more than a hmi- 
anived. 1 he ves.stds bringing the troops from Dunkirk were 
)iis as tliesed’ said Mr, Churchill, “ihat our men carried on with 
ms water.s. .At least 335,000 men were brought out of the jaws 
e. itiultless bcrvii'c ai-ui resource and skill of all.*’ The Prime 




Hundreds of trooj)S on a I’landcns hi'ach, with lorrins anci other equipment, waitinc: to be cvacuatecl. Almost cverv kind of craft, down to the 

smallest rowing boat, was used to carry the men to safety. 


^^'eygarl(i, recfillt'd from Africa. On tlit'^t' \-ctcrans — wIkasc comhiiudl ayt's ^^'ere o\a‘r .150 years — rested 
till* res]H)iisil)i]it\' for .stemming llie (u'nnan advance, and sa\'iH,e llu' iwont v-li\'c Allied divisions in 
Belgium, vlio were in liom l\ -iiirrt'asing danger of being ent off from their hast's. 

On A, lay i5tli tlie Germans ctaninued to dri\e a wedge between the northern armies and those pinned 
to tlie Alaginot Line. Gieneral Gamclin might still concci\'aI)ly haw saved I'lanct', Ity withdrawing the 
Allied Forces from Belgium, southwards, towards Amiens. Whether the twenty di^dsions of tlie Belgium 
army would have consented to follow the A ngio-French is dcuibi f 11 1 . 1 1 ( )wever, 1 1 le decision was not taken . 
The speed of the (jcrmaii advance induced a kind of paralysis in the French High Command. A traveller 
who had occasion to visit an important lA'ench (Acneral found him soblting over his rnajds, incajiahle of 
decision. By tlie time (.General WFygand arrix'cd, on AIa\' Kjtli, tlie enemy was sweej'iing over tlie 
country like a flood-tide. 

(An Afay T()th. tlr hrcaoh in tlu* lAvnch Iront w'as y) mili-N wide. i\lr. ('hnrrhill flew to Bari'^. 'J'ho 
B.K.F. in Jk'lgium was tigliting as far oast as l.om'ain. 

(An th(‘ 17th, (icnoral (jamelin issiu'd an orth'r to his ti’<»op> “to compior or to die,” hm tho (w'rnian 
(iciieral Staff reportcfl ad^■ances on all ])arts of the line. The B.lAhh uaiiod w(‘st of Brussels. 

On tho n^th, (hamiaii annourod (hAasions had roaohod (miso and handrtH'it's. Antworj) was 
abandoned b\ the Bolgiaiis. 

On tho Kjth fwlit'ii Guu'ral (lamolin was I'oplacaH.l 1)\' (li'iH'ral WoN’cand) tin* (loniiaiis had ahoady 


A lijiti.sb f oiiumniiquc slated lliat 222 British naval vessels and 665 other British craft took part in the evacuation of jumkii I-. ,a-. wOi ,n. 

large munucis of I'lcuch naval and merchant ships. Part of the great ariiiada is seen above. 



■7 



the Nieuport-Dixiiiude arc through Ypres southwards, ami the area of the 



Heading bravely fta l-jiu.land, a fus^y little tug. with a juotor-laijnch in tow, laden with heroes ol l)uid<irk, like the hundreds of other vessels that 
i:oni]>rised this aiuazing armada which performed a “miracle of deliverance'’ 

and Ix'tlt'r idt*a. 1 1 was 1 lie plain trulli. The Allies %vere still thinking of lines of defeiicxa The (Germans 
\\’ere thinking of liow to I't'ach and ra\‘age the heart of France. 

in \^’ar the ohjt'ct is to shoot the enemy. The Germans wt're doing that, 'hlit' Allies would ha\’e liked 
to slraipele (u'rmany. lint could not contain her. It miglit conceix’abh' have Teoii Itetter, irtan an ahsti act 
stratettieal ])oim of x’iew, for (jicat Fritain to have confint'd herself to a na^'al and air hloc'kade, without 
dissi])ating her strength by raising a continental army. Fut, as has l.ieeii exjjlainod,, such a ])oli('y 
would not ha\'t- iH't'ii sn])]:oi‘te(T ht'caiise it would not hav(’ been imdc’rstood. by the pf'f)])Jo of biance 
oi Fa itaiii. \\\' had made oiir bvd in a morass of guarantees. 

( )ii tlie dJiid, the Germans occupied Montreuiland St. lk)l. "If wc' hold out for a month," 1\1. Kr\ naiid 
declaix'd, "we shall ha\'e co^■ered tlireexiuarters of the road to victory." This statement may be comjiared 
the ajinoimcemerit in London that "as at present advisefi no internijition in racing ncM wid'k is 
amici])atfd,’’ In Itelginm. the Fritisli took Arras after heavy lighting, but had to ewacnate luwt da\’, 
as tlii'y w('re unsii] »j)orted and in danger of encirclement. Again Mr. (.'Turchill hew to i^nis. 

On tlie riigiit of tlie 2 grd, l^oulogne fell, and the enemy were advancing on Lalais. Dunkirk was 
heavily bomlfed. Of the tliree yx^rts feeding our army only one was availal.)le, in a batK-ri’d state. In 
Tk'lgiiim, ( a'lierals W'eygand and Fillotte wxre conferring fruitlessly on how to close the ga]) betwf'en the 
northern and southern armies. 
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eiossed the t)i,se l\i\{ r between Maubeuge and La Fere, and captured St. Ouemin and L(’ Latean. Lmemy 
tanks reaehed the banks of the Aisne at Retliel, thereb}^ .securing their left flank ; and wt’ie also operating 
non 1) of kbioii. In Itelginm, the F.E.F. were holding the line of the Scheldt with se\’eii infanti-y di\ isions. 
In London, jharis were already l)eing made for the ytossible evacnati(.)n of onr troops through ])nnkirk, 
< 'alai^ and JfoulogiU’. 

( >1) the 2 (ah, the enemy crossed the Aisne at Rethel, and occny)icd Amiens, and jiart of Anas, In 
t lio iiortli it was deeidc'd to attack Arras with two reser^-e divisions of the F.LklL, the Id'ench eo-o]>erating, 
t )n the 2 ist, the (lermans rej)orted that Arras and Abbeville were t.iken. Feyorid Laon tlieir tr< ojx 
liad ad\'aiiee(l to the Chemin des Dames ; so that theywvere threatening l)oth the (1'ianriel jiorts and Ikiris. 
In Ik lgiiim, L,ord <iort lamiched his attack on Arras, i.insii])])orted l)\- the I'K'neh. 

I n Laris, M, Kh'vnar.d told the Senate that the French classic com e])tion of war had ('rieoimti'rod a Jb'w 




•W' •; 


I npettu’-btJ !)v liennaii air bombing and artillery action, allied troops wading from one of the beaches at Dunkirk to tbeir rescuing vessel, a Clvde 

vessel is swimming to it. In the background are the Bray dunes. 
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On the stroii^^ enemy armoured units surrounded Calais, and puslied mi in an attcmpl to (aoss 

the Aire Canal. I lad they succeeded, they would have cut off tlie retreatin^^' iCli.h'. irmn Dunkirk. 

( )n the jsih, it was announced in Paris that fifteen French genera.ls Jiad liecn leliiacd of tlafi- com- 
inand>. 'khe c'ollapst' nf JAdgium was beginning. The enemy broke through tlie line of thr Scheldt, as 
fai' as the Lys lOA’cr. 

Sunday, 51ay aOlh. was obsi'rwd throughout the British Emjfire as a sjiecial day of pia\er and 
intercession. It marked the beginning of the Dunkirk evacuation : "the greatest tiling tliis nation lias 
(.'\'cr done. 
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"Fo coDihat ()ri\\'it]sni. |1 k‘ Fivnc'h censorship was fatuously c](Terniined tliat nolliin.e l)iit yood n.'ws 
"’!e)iild 1)(' |)iii)hAi!(‘(F ()l))e('li\dty was not permitted to w'ar corresjxaideiits and inilitaio- wi'iirr>; 
jiotliiny bin pmise and fail' ])roiniscs saw the light of day. 

'Da- (dfrci on a ])til)lir o])iiiion \\-hirli was accustomed to think for itself was de])lorahlc. Prioi lo tljc 
nai. ilu' ■Frencli Press, for all its faults, had been extremel\' well-infornuHl. ()\a‘rniyl]t, with tin* ordcis 
ioi -('iirral mobilisation, irei^ o]>inions could no longer l^e exprcsstxl in print. The change was too drastic 
1'^ be hea!ih\- ; but tnaxlx* the battle lor T'rance was lost before it begati. and tlu‘ large ga])s in the news 
j)apcrs w('re mt'iahx- a s\-mptom of the blaitk spaces in the minds of its go\’ernors. 

1 )a]adi(a and Rc\-nand were n('ith('r cf them supermt'n but thc-y trital to s('r\'e Ib'ance ac'coi'ding 
to their liglits. It is a melaneboly task to look back on tlx' paneg\'ries about tlx'in jinblislu'd in this 



1 rooph of ilu‘ Uriiish I'orcf on ihr pier at Dunkirk 

alic,)iil to hoard a Jlritisli de-tro\'er. 


country ami compare' tiit'in with tlx' miseiable 
stories of ieminiiu' wire [itilling and hnancial 
intrigiK' t hat are now told by their compatriots. 
The I’remdi JW'public was lio])elessly coi‘rn])t. 
Marshal Petairi came too kite. So did (icneral 
Weygand, who had tlie ability and the jirestige to 
save his country, but not the tinu'. 

Our faults in dealing with the ]''rencl) were 
many. W’e should ha\'e realised, far sooner than 
we did, that they had mobilised tin' whole of their 
man ]X)wer. while we had conscripted onh' a 
fraction ol onrs. Of course there were reasons. 
There are always good reasons for losing battles, 

Wlic'n ail is said, liowaw’cr, the chief cause of 
otir defeat was tliat the Allied Staff were wedded 
to a wrong thcor^y of wair. Since modern waiapons 
liad not Ix'cn tested in a large-scale modern wmr, 
it was pei'inissible, but erroueous, to suppose that 
twice two hundred tanks made four hundred. 
Tour Imndred tanks — a division -w'as at least ten 
times as effective as half a division. To get re- 
sults it was ncce.ssarv to employ tanks in mass. 

Similarly with regard to the combined power 
of tanks and aeroplanes. They did not merely add 
to each other’s elfecti\’eness, but multiplied it,‘ 
The walne of one hundred tanks and one hundred 
aeroj)lanes, working togetlu'r, was not two lumdred 
units of lighting powxT, but about ten thousand. 

The strong Gorman torei's which, surroimdt'd 
Calais on May ^i.ph had ordejs lo take tla* city and 
then move with all jxcssible speed ti; .Dunkirk. 
But Calais lu'ld out, thereby enaliliug .Dunkirk t(.) 


bo (k'fomkxl. 

The gairison of Calais oomsisted of a battalion of the King’s Ro\a.d Rille Corps, a battalion of Fhieen, 
X'ic'toria’s Riilos, a thousand Treiicli soldiers, and a battalion of the Royal Armoured Corj.is : some g.ooo 
mon all told. 

l"ion.'e ligliiing occurred on ihe outskirts of the city during the afternoon of l\lay ygth, against the 
4«)() tanks oi an armoiin'd division. In spite of the odds against it the British and ITencb garrison bold 
its gromid muil night fall, when it retired to an inner line. Next day the enemy ;igain advanced 
to iii(' attai'k, romiorced tiy another armoured division, as well as artillery and infantry. 

An ovi'T W'lielming force was now opposed to the defenders of Calais. Tight hundred tanks aitacki. o 
them, and a gicat!\' suiierior force of infantry. They were short of munitions, food, wati'r, and 
^ Major-t.kmeral j. I'. C. Fuller in an article in The Evening Standard ot Ma\' 25th, 




'1 !i(* biaUK' (tt [c.iu ISait, jiatrioi ot i )iinkirk, is sera here lu the ceutri' of t,!u' town surroiuaUal hr the nuns ot l)Ulillm^s Ixjmlied li\ the N'a/as iu 

tlioir attempt to prevent the limtonc witiuirawal of tlie Allied lo^rees.. 

()f the (}th Army to ivjilace (.Tcneral Cora}) : he arrived at his cxjmmand only to find that it was in 

the liands of the (Germans, and was immediately made a prisoner. 

“( )iir mt'ii’s ordeals/’ wreie Mr. J. J.. llotlson, who had been in the tiiick oi the mele(\ "are greater 
than these wliich we, who soldiertal in tlie last war, knew. The weight against us is greater ; tlie bomi>irig 
teiiiold. ^'on meet men who haven’t smoked for five days ; others who hawn’t slejg for three or four 
nights. 

"( )i.!r men have undertaken militaiA' tasks i)os.sibly more varied, more valiant, tnore desperate iban 
ajiy serving siddier reiiK'Hibcrs, and liave such talcs to tell as liave seldom been ecjualled in onr anmds. 
It is {.o^sible tlie aderjiiate story will nevei be told— not the half ol it.”’ 

’Manx'' of this x'aliant host, when tlit'X' e\'ent nahy returned to England, ]ia.d no idea of where ihey h.id 
boon dui'ing ilio.se nigbunare days of dive-bombing, and long niglit -marches, ahatg roads jK.cked. wit!! 
bewildered peo])le, (beinselws going they knew' not where. 

] hmd-iodiand hgliting was a rarity. "Looking back through all those twenry-^aie da\ s." said a 

* Cenikmen of Dunkirk, by J. L. Hodson. Chem* Tree Books, 1940. 
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svri^viun in a Tnrrilorial l)aUa]ioiH^’-~“tlie queer thing is that not oiicx did my company liavc a ixad go at 
Jerrxa Tliat ’s all I xvant now." 

hor 1 he infant ry soldier, the Idanders fighting began with a long train journey, followed hy a long wait 
in some Itclgian \allag(! or farmlioiise, w^here he and his fellows entrenched tluanselves. W'ltli morning 
light came shells and lionihs. The enemy had an enormous su])eriorily in every kind ,oi weapon, 
espt'cially, of coerse, in aerojdanes. The R.A.F. performed prodigies of valour, but there was a limit to 
what llesli and I lood could sta.nd. One of our pilots, after seven hglits, left his aeroplane only to st umble 
t o the* ground in a stri])or. 1 le slejit round the clock before regaining consciousness. 

■Millions of jieojile wen! running away. Flanders was full of lost beasts. Only the cats reniaim.'d, 
liome-loving and aloof from human quarrels. 

"The luench wi're evacuating like madmen. It was dreadful to see how callouslx' they were 
ahandoiiing their homes, and even their animals. Everywhere the ]ucture was the same : tinniilked 
COW'S, song birds dead in their cages, rabbits starting in tlunr hutches, dogs and eats shut m 
Iiaek rooms. Th(‘ Fnglish soldiei' is a sentimental creature. At ex'ery x'illage it came to, tiie inotlex' 
brigade fell out, and didn’t fall in again until it bad set free all t lie animals it could lay its tiands 
on." “ 

That is a true account of what was happening in Idanders, but we must remember that the 'b rent'll and 
Belgian armies fought magnilicently on many occasions. 

When there w’as an\‘ guidance, civilians and soldiers stood their ground ; but lack of it naturally led 
to panic, h'ear is infectious, and the majority of the unfortunate peo])]e who lied from the advancing 
Germans were the victims of Fiftli Column riirnours, and of Jack of rt'stjliition on the part of the civil 
administration. They made the task of our army almost impossible, and the burden of responsibility 
which rested on Lord Gort during tliose days at the end of f\lay xxas heavy indeed. No counter-stroke 
could defeat the enemy now. We could not hght our wax' back to tlie ■Trench, but there was just a hope ■ 
no more — of reaching the sea. 

1 Mv First War, by Captain Sir llasil IgirtJett, Bi. Cliatlu and XX'indus. 1940. 

2 Their Finest Hour, edited bv Allan A. Alicd.ie and Walter Grabner. George Allen and Cnwin. 1940, 






British atid i*'r(!uch trooj).' 


arching tltrough a street in Ihiinkirk, litto 
Gennan air bombardment of the town. 


and surrounded l)v burning buildings, during 


A burning lorry c 


•iny Iroin land and 


aging in Dunkirk 


n Iron) aboard a destnayer taking part in the epic evacuation, Despite heavy atlac. 
air, lonr-iifths of tin* B.E.h'. were withdravrn from Flanders against tremendous odd: 






A British destJ<>\cj ]..hK<-.1 m {Mi-acity with ini'ii ut iIk- BJ-.}'. who havo bee-n brou^dit safalv i<. a Hnlibh port iho Ix-acl 

Ou laiicliiig, tho troops quickly eiitraiaoil lor various liases, 
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()]) "Mny jStli .Bclgii]]]] snrrendcrccl) the Gernuins had caplurctl 'Douai and w’vyv thia'atnniny 

lallt'. Worse stil], tliev were at Ilazelirouck, within an ace of cutting' us off from our last port. 1'Iie 
Jllr.l'. let ired on Xieu]M)rt , Idirnes and Dunkirk. The floodgate^ of the Yser rn ei' sonili-west of 1 tiinkii k 
were o])ened, alhm ing its waters to flood the area from Gravelines ft) St. ( )nKa'. 

In th(‘ lloiisi' of t'onimons ^Ir. Chtircliill told members tliat “the situation of tlu' Britisli and Idencli 
atiiiies. now (qigaged in a most severe' battle, and beset on three sides, is e\'ideritl\' e.\tr('nie!\ gra\('. 
'I'Ik' House sliould ])re])are itself for hard and heavy tidings.'' Tlu' Prime ^Minister afteiw'ards admiti('d 
that he did not ('xpect niotu' than jyayioo of our troops to be evacuated. 

Nt'xt day i^lay 2 ()\h) the (icrmans captured Ostencl, and their wangtiard rc'aclu'd Dixmude. ladle fell 
af[(‘r a gallant di'h'iKa*, and with it the riidiest industrial district in h’rance. the most valuable coaitieids 
and tens of ilbutsands of jadsoiK'rs. 

It was certainly a bewikk'iaal but a far from beaten army that asst'inlik'd e)n tlie dunes of Diirddrk. It 
had maitdied forwaid to the attaek, iIk'JI back to the sea, often without seiqng a huma.n eiu'inx', 
though continually haiassed b\' his macdiines. It did not know \\ha.t was haj')])ening. It was light- 
ing in tlie midst of panic-st riekeii ])eo]')le, and was being attacked by the eiii'inx' from ('very diiU'ction. 
It was short of slei'p, food, ainmunition, sometimes ex'eii water. Yet some lialtalions did not lo.s(' a 
singk' straggler. All wei'c in good discipline and good heart. 

( )nly by bitter fighting was a s])ace kt'j)! clear to allow t he e\'acuation to proct'ed. Gun ammuni- 
tion was running (.)ut, for ila/re had Ix/en only it)o rounds per gun in Xortht'rn France on May loth. 

( 1 he r(;maind('r of the T'es('r\'es wtsre soutli of tlie Somme, as also, most f()rtunatel\' a Jhitish armoured 
divi.sion.) Dunkirk had suitered cruelly from iHambing. dhe water supplv had been blown up 
on the 2bth, and soon the wells became brackish owing to the tkxxding of the water-linc's, so tliat no 
one had enough to drink. TIk* plight of tlie wound. ‘d wa> serious. 




tu Ihr k..val N.ivv t> 
! lii lUsatid,-. ol ttn’ ni(“n \\’ho W' 


cal part ihcv played ju the famous withdrawal of allied troops from Dunkjik h.ir. in-ri, . vpa-.tvsrd i)v 
,ht safclv home. Destroyers are seen above packed with troops on llu-ir arro.il at a British p(irt. 




Over tlie town liun^ a pall of smoke, and round it was a curtain of flame. Hour after hour the 
German bombers cam(‘ — tt*n- - tvN'unty — fifty at a time-- dro])])in/:^^ sd'earnin^j: bombs. Casualties were 
surprisingly few, but the material damage was immense, h'ortunately the bridge to the harbour 
nunained intact, as did oik* pier, from which our men were ^teadih’ embarked from the morning of 
May 27th, until 11.30 ]>.m. on June 2nd, wlien the Senior \a\'al ( )fhc(*r signalled tliat tlie B.E.F. liad 
b(‘en evacuated. l\Iore Id'ench troo})s were t.\-acuat<al on Jum* 3rd. 

The single pier, was entirely inadecjuate to deal w'itli the thn‘e hundred and fifty thousand men whio 
were waiting to get back to England. .British, Trench and Belgians waited ])atiently on the beaches, 
outside the burning town, wliile the ^^'ork of embarkation ])roceeded under constant shell fire and 
boml)ing. 

Shi|)s that could not b(^ accommodated at tlie pier anchored off the beacli. Men waded out to them, 
waist-dee]) or neck-dee]), or swam, if the\’ could. Others were jiicked up by boats, of which there was at 
first a shortage. Many foundt'red. Had tlie weatlier worsened, thousands would ha\'e perisluah or fallen 
into the hands of tlie (lennans. 

Idnbarkation contimu'd by night as well as day. During the liours of darkness Sir Ikcsil Ikirtlett 
describes the scene : “Jt was (jueer to be loading up strange soldiers into strange shi])s and handnig 
tliem over to strange sailors. Tven the sergeants who worked witli me were strange. \\T shared water- 
l)ottles and biscuits and chocolate. And we saved each other’s li\-es. ITit we never saw each other^’ 
faces.” 

( )n May 27th, li\-e troo])shi])s took away nearly 4,000 men, and 2,000 were remo\’ed in ship’s l)oats fioin 
the hc'aches. It was a di.scouraging total, and a storm seemed to be coming up from Hk' Atlantic-. 
Mercifully, however, the \N'eather held, and the embarkation began to work more srnootlily after the- lu'st 
day, when hne-of comniimication troops and non-combatants had been handled. A’hen iht^ tiiin of tin* 
front-line soldiers came, the task of the sailors was eased. 

On May 31st nearly 0o,ooo troops were brought to England, and on the following day nearly 

02,O( )(). 

All the best cpiahties of our race were displatx^d at Dunkirk, but Mr. Churchill was wise* to check the 
tendency to consider it a \’ictory. (No one but a nation of poets at heart would e\’er ha\-e made an 
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A double-barrelled aiachine-gun on a destroyer pointing skywards as troops of the li.E.F., who hMight in one of the greatest rearguard actions m 

history, make their way along the pier at Dunkirk to embark. 


assumption so completely at wiriance with the facts.) We had been driven out of Europe, with the loss 
of all the stores and equipment witli the northern army. Our casualties were 30,000, We had abandoned 
a tliousand pieces of artillery, and all our light tanks and armoured vehicles. Against our losses may be 
put the glorious achievement of the R.A.F., who brought down 377 enemy machines during the 
evacuation, for 87 of ours. Their most glorious day - biaaitlDtaking when we consider the results of this 
aerial Trafalgar — was May 30t}i, when they sliot down 76 of the enemy for the loss of five 
machines. 

The operation would have been impossible without the endurance, imperturbability and powers of 
improvisation of the men e\'acuated, the superl) shooting of our ])ilots, wlio to(jk on oddvS of ten to one as a 
matter of course, and the skill and selhsacrihring devotion of the Xavv, the Merchant Marine, and the 
amateur sailors who had volunteered for a dangerous and unknown task. 

The heroes of Dunkirk are mostly humble and unknown men, who sweated and shiveretl and bled 
and died to help their fellows, with no thought of .self, or expectation of n'waol. Their fortittide and 
initiative were superb. Lcadersliip there was, but the circumstances were such that unless every man 
Jack had done his best, tlu' sur\uvors would ha\’e been few. Every man Jack was a hero ; and we hi ought 
a total of -;i6,f;)(.)3 persons fiotn those blood-stained beaches and that crazy juer.^ 

.All tliis sacrifice, co-cqxu’ation and dauntless courage, unseen and unrecorded except in the visible 
result, did not makt' a victory, hut it was a triumph of Christian virtues o\'er tlu' pagan doctrine oi 
force. 

The worst that the Germans could luu'e done would have been to capture our arnnx They did riot 
succeed, and they weia^ luwer even near to breaking our sitirit. We saw in that (la.ik hour how tht* wiji ld 
will he sav<'(l, and heaiit\' born again out of the ruin of the present. The lix’ing held that laitli, and the 
others went ('onlicU'Ht to theur rest. 

“W'ent the day well or ill ? 

We died and never knew ; 

But well or ill, 

England, we died for you." 


^ of this total, !8{),5S7 l)eloriged to the B.E.F., and 123,095 to the French army, while 6,981 •'vvr)un(leil were lifted 
m liosjiitai siiips. 77 /r- \ im; Days Wonder, by John Masefield, Heinemann, 1941. 
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Sailors licJpitiK to oarrv ,i wMjci o) the usliore on A British soldier L’)\iuf4 a ('onir,idc a drink ui hot l(;a on lh(> quayside 

arrival from Dunkirk at a Itritish port. after the hazardous voyaftc home. 

Mr. Churchill closed his historic statement to the House of Corrunons on June 4th, concerning the 
“miracle of deliverance at Dunkirk”, witli w'ords that w'ill ring down our history : ”1 have myself full 
coniidence that if all do their duty, and if nothing is neglected, and if tlie best arrangements are made, 
as they are being made, we shall j)rovc ourselves once again able to defend our island home and ride 
out the storm of war, and outlive the menace of tyranny, if necessary for years, if neccssart'^ alone. . . 

If necessary alone. 

These words stuck in men's minds, v'hile their eyes were turned to the map of France, wliere Teuton 
and Gaul faced each other from the Atlantic to the Alias. 

General We^^gand had had little time to organise his defences, which consisted of a series of 
strong points, extending far to tlie rear of tlic outposts, vliicti lollowed the lines of the Somme, Ailette 
and Aisne rivers, from Abbeville to Amiens, to Peronne, to Soissons, to Rethel, to Attigny, and thence 
north-east to Sedan. Perhaps he placed too much reliance on rivers (which proved minor obstacles to 
the German bridging trains), nexa'rtlu'less it seemed reasonabh' in tliosc early days of June to believe 
that we had the men and wea])ons to hold the (>nemy in the Somme-Aisne zoikc 

The British had a small but well-(.‘(]ui])])(sl force in north-west hraiu'e. At Diej^^e, Le Havre and 
Kouen our supply ba.se.s were still intacu. An armoured division v a,s bill('t(‘d behind the Somme, and a 
Highland division of fully motori.^(‘d infantr\' was already in tlu* front line near Abbcwille. And in the 
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< 'iKmipa.^iic ('oiiiitry some squadrons of the R.A.F. (a number sadlv clis])ro])<>riionat(' to that of 

the ('iiemw and to tlu* needs (d the Allied Armies) were still in close and a,ctive cn-()])eratinii witli 
I' A IDICC (/(■ /', { //'. 

< )m si!])i)l\ and re])aii bases stretclu'd right across France, as did the Allied aerodromes. Tlu' h'rem h 
had aiiipk' inai!-])o\\t'r and a considerable force of lighting vehicles, if they could gain time enough to 
bring them to \atal points. Moreov'er, the Allies possessed great stoii's of oil iuv\, and luFind thorn aai 
iiusNliaust ibk' .sup[)ly guarantc'ed by their Navies, wluTeas the (iermans were tlien using u]^ theii’ storks 
(I oplemsh('(h uidort unatolx", in th(‘ Low (kaintries and northern France) at the rate of mori' than a million 
tons montli. 

I'laie, the eiicany hold bridgeluaids at Abbeville, Amiens, FNu’onno and Main, which threatt'iK'd the 
Id'ench zone ; still, snr])ri>(' was no longd’ a factor in favour of the ('tcrmans ; and tlu're \mis good hojie 
that wo ('<)iild Ixdd thoir air ])his tank attacks. 

l)i\'e bomlx'rs are not as deadly as they .seem. 
They must liold a straight course to their objective 
and therefore form an excellent target for a 
machine-gunner with nerve enough to stand his 
ground. Again, the deck armour of even the 
heaviest tanks is thin, so tliat cannon -tiring aero- 
})lanes can destro\' them vhienevcr and wherever 
they can be located. 

\Micn the great battle opened there were many 
wlio believed that the strength of Frenchmen 
figlu ing for tlieir fair land wiiuld prove irresistible. 
(Certain Iv' the position was by no means hopeless. 

General \N'eygand issued an order to the troops 
on June 5th, calling on them to hold fast with iin- 
shakcable resolution: “Cling to our soil, and look 
only forward !“ 

“The greatest battle of all time/' said Hitler 
in a riwil proclamation, “has been brought to a 
victorious conclusion. The greater part of the 
Fritisli Expeditionary Force has been annihilated, 
taken jirisoner, or forced to flee. Three French 
armies have ceased to exist. Thus the danger of 
an invasion of the Ruhr territory has been de- 
taiitely averted." 

Flags were to be flown for three days from 
every house in the Reich, and church bells were 
to be rung for eight days. “May their ringing," 
Gi'iier.ii Lord (z.ri, (. I 15 .. \ i h ( .riu‘i .ii hir John Uii 1, i n Hie Fuelii’er coiicluded, “accoiupany tli(‘ ja'ayers 

which the German ])eo])le will continue to offer foi' 
their sons, because this morning the German divisions and air units hax’e lieen assigned mav tasks.” 


Along the whole line the (lermans “tapped," looking for weak places. 

fhey found tliem all too soon, for already, on June 6th, the French communit]ue s])oke of “slight 
wit lidniwals" and of enemy tanks that had penetrated their advance ]K)sitions, without affecting the 
general situati(.)n. The (rermans claimed to have forced all the crossings of the Somm(' on tlu' first 
da\’ ol the l)attle, and to have |.)enetrated as far as the Bresle river on June 6th. 

"If (u'rmany were to con(]uer“, said M. Rewaud in a broadcast from Paris : "It would be the Middle 
Ages again, which would not be illuminated by the mercy of Christ. This dream of fh'iman hegc'monx’ 
will f)e smaslK'd against the ITench resistance. . . . We have but one thought — to save loanee.” 

.Mas, tliese words were only too true. The Government thought of safety, rathei than attack. 

Prom a militaiy ]K)int of \hew the German advance does not diverge Irotn tlu' tactics (unployc'd in 
ju'cvions camjiaigns, except that it went forward at an accelerated tempo. 






on their rirriv'al in London from I’Janders. Mr. Anthony Ldeu said on jinn 
■quijJUicnt, but our men have {tained immeasurably in experience ol wartarc 






BRITAIN AT WAR : THE ARMY 


There were two main thrusts. The first was directed towards the ke\' cit\' of J\oiien, and them 
tlie 1 •i(Micl) At lain ic. ]>ort^, wliicli wottld divide the British from t he I’reta'h armies, and preA ent the 
natioim !rMm >] x irt irie (Mch other. The second thj’ust, winch dcA’ejoped latc'-r, was lowaids ihe kvv 
oj ieheiiiw, to mask the iMapdnot Line a.nd surround ILiris from th(‘ west. 

I lad tlir i !(‘iieh di'feiided tiit'ir cajiital, an investing force would ])rol)ahl\' lia\a' 1)eei! left in 
noiilieni oiimkiris, ami Laris wf)ujd ha\'e been by-])ass(al by tlie armoured dix'isioiis, who would I 
sei/(‘(l Mijoii oil tilt' (*asl and Nantes on tlie west. 

\\’(* hax’e alread\' examiiUMl the causes of the French collajise. ( )nce liroken, the .Arnm, whose con 
is urn piost ione(] w laai well haf could not rally ex('e]it tn isolatc-d sia'lors of the front w hei'e it 
eiiciicieil and sw('])1 away by armoured vehicles on every side. There wi'n* no ix'seiwes, or rathei' i 
Wole all imniohilis'-d and sunk out of sipdit in th(‘ Ah'pe'inot Lima \’ictims of tlu' idtai that tlas'e eai 


Some of the thousands of allied troops disemharking from a warship al a British ]»ort on tlieir arri\’al froin Dnnkirk, Atttiough they liad just 
returned from tin* most territ)( battle of .all time, the men were in excellent spirits. 


It is a sail story, whit'h must stand as a warning to future generations who may be assailed again by 
doetrines wfiieh so mrirb’ lirought ns all to ruin. 

“Without eonmiiig Ids losses/' ran the L'rencli communique of June 7th, “the enemy throws new 
masses ill n.) tho atiac'k along the whole fiont. ” 

It was a da\- of gloom, Itotli in l.omlon and in Paris, for even the most o]>tiniistic began to fetd tliat oni' 
(iefi'iiet'S wtat' htdng o\’errun wdth h(,)rrif\'ing rapidity. 

ll wo were dri\a'ri hatd< from the WTygand zone, it wa.s difficult to see liow' tlie eapital conkl ho 
doh'iidod ; and south of Paris there was only the course of the Loire 011 which to n'as.semhle. Liii if tlu' 
.dioi'tor dofeiieos could not I>e held, what hop)e was there for the longer line, esiieeiallv as hx' thoii h;df ilu' 
Alaginot Lino wmild Ix' takori in the rear ? On this day (June 7th) the most x'iolcnt eneinx thiaism wero at 
Lom]>iogno, wheix' the (mrmans were said to have massed forty divisions and 2.000 tanks. 

Bill there wero more enemy tanks and new^ enemy divisions ever vxvh ere. On Jnno Nth tlio Idemh 
military s])okesniaii in Paris announced a great German offensive between tlie Presle and Oi^o. in wlileh 
half a million infantry and 4,000 tanks were being employed. Our troops liad not rt'lreated, ho ax’orrod. 








Ill perfect ordci, cdluih asvaitiup their iu^l!u^tu)n^ to embark, meu of the B.lkl'. paradt with lull ct|ui})mcnt at the doi kfa of CluTbolirt;. So sees 
the rciuni to Ihic'land ol the second British Lxpeditionarv Borce to France. 

ill \vf wvvv still }.>l;inniiig to send trxtopfs to France, bnt on the (. ontirient our soldiers wt'ie 

alreatlv being coinjH'lk'd to fall bat'k, in confonnity with tlie Frencli movements. A brigadt' marcliod to 
l.e 1 ia\'rc, otht'rs wert' convta'ging on .Diejipe. 

W'lien lial\' ontt'riHi the war on June lotli, the Germans liad ah'eady crossed tlie Seine in small bodies, 
bv means of smoke screens. ’.riie\' announced tliat. “operations were taking their (‘XiH'ctetl course, triwai ds 
the ^larne and in Cliampagnc.” 

It was indeed Ir diiiiicr quart d' heave and a aiaiwads quart d'henre at that. 

The world looked anxiously to tlie fate of Rlieims : if that city were taken Llien there would he no 
])i\ ot of maiiudis're. Tlu* Mims \N'ere at tlie gate, but there was still a glimmer of liope . . . ( .ixen linn' 

. . . h\'(‘n in these last days l.iefore the crasli it seemed impossilile that the magniliciait armies ol hraiu e 

whir'll had not been I'ligaged should yield without striking a blow. 

(,)n the I itli, the (.jcrmans crossed the Seine in force. To the north-west and north cast oi Ihiris their 
jiatrois had reached to within 38 miles of the capital. 

Tlie .B.ITJS in h'rance was cut off from the French forces on its right by an armoured dn’isioii, which 
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hut tht're had her'u wit hdra v'als in conf(,>rmity with the .strategy plans of the lligh ('ornmand, to lietter 
jiositioii.-. >o wc \x-ere ret r(*a.t ing. There wa.s no suggestion of counter-attack. 

t )n the ot h . the hat tie sjiread as far as the front of the Argonne, and a German armoured dixasion 
wa^. in action at Konen and (dsors, uncomfortably close to .Paris. A Government .s])okesman dra kuad 
that one thousand tanks had been destroyed in recent actions, and that as to the cajutal “we xxould rathei’ 
hax'(' the city razed to the ground than that it should fall into the hands of the (lermaiis.” 'J'xx’o dax's 
later t he ( lox enmient left for the south. 

( jcneral Weygand issued a nc'W order to the troops., saying that the offensixe had lieen laimehed along 
tlu' whole front, from the s('a to Montmedy. “It will extend to-morroxv as far as Sxvitzerland . . . 'The 
('iiemy has sufferiMl considerable losses. Fie will ,soon h(‘ at the limit of liis elfort . W(' are at tlu* last 

ouaiKB'-of-an lioiii' .' Mold on !’’ 
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puslirfl fnrwind from Koiieii. Another evacuation was necessary, ami a l)npa(k' of tli(' Mi,i;li!aii(l 
(li\'ision was safely eitiharked at Le Havre. 

'Idle other two hri.itades were not so fortunate. It had lu-en airaiirted to evacuate them hoin st. 
^'alei•\•-en ( aux the foliowiiye day, btit when they reached the coast they found that tlie town was iu iIhs 
fiaiidx ()1 ilic emauN'. a.nd \\ny were compelled to surrender. Wd* lost liere h,ooo lirst-elass soldiers. 

( )u t h{‘ I 2th Kheims fell. 

Now iKdhiiip hut a miracli' cfiuld save France, and there was no Joan of .Arc. Hut tie- yold ol lu-aneo 
was sa\'ed. d liis day /ayo.ooo.ooo \eas transferred to Brest, and (‘inharkinl on a kr(‘ii(di eimisci , whisfi 
caiiiod it to Martini(|Ue. 

Mr. ( hmadiilh Air, Jrden and (uaicral Sir John Dill returned from \'isitinp M. Kex'naud amd (naieral 
Wevpand. A communique statc'd tliat “complete agreement had hetai lanched as to the means to he 
taken to iiK'ct tlu' devtdo] )inent s in the war situation.” ddhs seemed improhahle. .At an\' latt' the 
situation movt'd so fast that All. ( dunadiill had to return to hd'ance the following daw 

Now the enemy liad jx-netraled as far as Senlis, 20 miles fnun Paris. wIkm-c there was lighting descialH'd 
hy the rnilitarx’ s]K)kesman as “hitter” ; hut the fact could not he disguised that the k'reiudi army was 
almost e\’ery where in full laareat. 

Could Hrittany at least he saved ? From Caen, tlie Orrie river forms a fair defensive zone, which 
might have been continued through Chartres to Orleans. Had such a dtdence been possil)le, we sliotild 
have saved the great Id-encli naval arsenal at Brest, and the (diannel Islands, from whieh wc were soon 
to be compelled to witlidraw. But it was not to he. \\q had not the men to deiend Brittany, ami the 
l^Tench were by now so disrupted tliat they would not lia.\a’ been able to stand anN'wliere this side of the 
Afediterranean. 

North Africa was the only h(.)|)e. Alan\' discussions must have taken place betw’een the leaders of the 
Armies, Navies and Air Forces of tlie Allies, as to the prospects of continuing tlie watr from Aforocco ; 
but they yielded no tangible results. 

“The iArraies are broken,'' Cieneral W'eygand is said to ha\'e announced to the War Cabinet assembled 
at Tours on the night of June 12th, as a preface to his apj’ircciation of the military situation. 
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Brcbt J>r.in(f\ uav.il bast- in plas,•ll^^ a desolate, pieture us Frcncli troops sail for Etiglaud. After tnaldug a desperate last^inmlitc stand 

and destroying everything of value to the enemy, the allied troops made for England. 

Troop movements of the next eight days— from June 13th to 2()tli— -show that the German progress 
through France was ])ractically unintcrru])ted. The .scene shifts from the zone of the operations' in 
one of the most stricken fields in ]nstor\c its skies lilackened liy lionilfers, and its roads packed deep witli 
frightened and half-starved refugees — to the council cliamhers and stall-rooms where tragic decisions 
were taken. 

Paris was declared an open cit>' on tlie ijth. On the same morning \^•as published M. Reyiiaiid's 
appeal to the President of the United States, made on June loth, in wliieh he declared that his Government 
would “hght before Paris, hglit behind Paris, shut ourselves ip) in one of our provinces, and, if they drive 
us out go to North Africa, and if they drive ns out there, go to our American jiosscssions." 

“I beg yon to declare piililicly Reynaud continued, “that the United States will give tlie Allies, 
liy every ineans, tlieir moral and material sujiport, without an expeditionar\' force'. 1 real'se the gravity 
of such a gesture. Its very gra\ it\- means that it should not come too late.’' 

That aftoTiioon Mr. rimrchill arrived by aeroplane in Tours, accomjianied by l.ords Halifax and 
Ik'.aver brook. They were to discuss the situation with the ITeneh ('ahinet, bill a])pareiilly did not elo so : 
it v'as considered more expedient that they should confer priwitely with ]\1. Ki'vnand and liis Aliiiister 
of the Interior, Al. Ahmdel. 

■Jbxactlv what ])assed at tins momentous meeting has never been imhlished. but 1\1. kexTiaud aske<l 
Mr. ('Ijurchill to releasi* I'rance from her obligation not to negotiate for an armistice withoui Pritidi 
perniissior!. Mr. C'hurehill did not consent, but he suggested that 1 \ 1 . Reyiiaud should make oik' iiioir 
appeal to the President of the United States, and that if the reply was not snhicientl\- fax’oura hie (o 
('liable I'laiice to go on lighting, that they should have another meeting. 

Necessarilw these grax’e matters were not revealed in public. Flic Ih'itish ('oiiuminic iiu' stated that 
•‘we lake ll!i^ opportunity of proclaiming the indissoluble union of our two peo])l(.'S and our two Fmipirrs.” 

:\ 1 . Kex’iiaud’s further a]>])cal to the IMited States was broadcast shortly before inidniglit . “( )ur race.” 

h(.' said, “dot's not allow itself to be beaten by invasion. It has seen so many ol them in tlii' courst' oj tlu- 

eeuturies. Put it has always reinilsed and dominated the invader. All that the couia;_H' and the 

sufferings of Vnincv the world must know. All free men must pa\’ their debt to her. 'I'lie hour has 
ccane. The IdTiich army is the advance guard of civilization, and has sacrificed it.sc'lf. In lo>iiig this 
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Tours w.'is too coil, justed to hold the French CTOvernnient (it had also been hea\’iJ\ bombed) so it was 
traiislcrred to Bordeaux. On this day (the T5th) it met in tlie Preff’cliirc in that cii\', and was atosuded 
b\' Ercsideui l.ebrun. and the ('onniianders of the Trench Navy and Air Tdirce, Admiral Darlaii and (i(aieral 
X iiillemim blKar' was still no answer from Prtrsident Roosevelt to AT Kex’naud’s last aj)])eal. 

Tli(' ie])]y arrived ntext day, the ibth. The (.'abinet met three times, to considei it in the li,e:ht of a 
yenoral situation. AIea,u\\’hile the (.iermans had reached Dijon. 

■‘1 am seiidin.o this ret>l\- to your inessa.e'c, ' ' Mr. IMiosevelt wrote, "which, 1 am sure v<»u will realise, lias 
lei-ciNed the most t'aniest as well as the friendliest study on ' iir part. Idrst. led me rcuterate the twei ■ 
ineu-asine, admiration with w liicli the American jK^iaple ami their Govaamment are x'iewin,^' tlu' s])]endi<i coiiraee 
willi w hic h the Tixau Ji .Xrmies are re.sistine tlie invader. 1 aTso wish to reiterate in most mnphatic terms that, 
makin.e every et'lort under ])resent conditions, the U.S. Gewernrnent has made it j^ossible for the Allied armies 
to oht.ain durin,y lh(‘ ])asi wc-eks aeroplanes, artillery, and iminitioiis of maim kinds, and that this Goveimmeiu , 
so lon,e i\> the .-Mlicrs continue to resist, will rtshmltle its eilorts in this direction. I belitwe it is ]X)ssil>le to sa\' 
that (wery ])assind w'eek w ill see additional material en route to tlie .\llies." 

After I'ecalling the Go\'cnimcnts’ piolicy of not recognising the results of tturitorial coiupicsts by 
military aggrcs.siou, Mr. Roosevelt stated that tlie I’nited State.s would iioi (.orisider as valid anv attciujits 
to infringe ly\' force the independence and territorial integrity of ITance. He also said tliat “1 can 
further assure you that so long as the I'reneh peojilc continue in tlie defence of their libertv. which 
constitutes the cause of po]nilar iustitutions tlironghout tlie world, so long will they rest assured that 
material sujijilies wall he sent to them fri.mi the Idhted States in cver-incn'asing (]iia.ntit ies and kinds.” 

But was there tlie faintest siispiidon of a sting in the tail of this mes.sage, as if to I'emind AT Rcynaiid 
that after all it was not the Idiited States but the ITench and Britisli wJio declared war in Sc])tember, 
1939 ? : ”1 know yon will understand,” he wrote, “that tliesc stateimaUs cariA' no imjilication of military 
commitments. Only Congress can make such commitments.” 

While the French Cabinet were considering the American President’s rejaly, an extremely important, 
and to some Englishmen, a startling suggestion \vas submitted to them by the British Ambassador, on 
the authority of the British Government. It wxis nothing less than a Draft Declaration of Union, which 
would have bcuind France and Great Britain int o a single unit wdiich neither partner could revoke. 


Resisting fiercely, British and French troops retired to the coast, leaving nothing but burning ruins in their retreat.. A scene at Brest as it 

left by Allied troops, the great French port a shambles. 



iiinidc iduftsoliai'h ariuourt'd train dunui; tiu- Brt'imci I’asi, roiiU-rt-ncc of (Jitobcr 3 th. I'ljililt’r pl.incs rin kal overlietui as the Axis partners 
plotted lor three hours. '1 lie pieture shows Mussolini, Hitler and Ciano. 

“I'lie I’liinn a]t]>eals to tlu‘ rnilctl States Itt fortify the ecoiioiuie resourct's of the* \llies ttiid to bring her 
jtoweiiu] material aid to the eoinmoii eause. d'he Tnittn will concentrate its whole ent'fgy agaitist the ])owei' of 
the enenny, no matter wliere the battle mnv ]>e, and thus we sluill coTUjuer,” 

There was an insuperable iinpediiiient , liowe‘ver, to this marriage of true minds ; for the majt.'rily of 
the Trt'iudi ( abinet (inehiding ])rol)al)1y ITesident Leltrun, and certainly Marshal Ptdain and (nsHnal 
W’t'ygiind) were in fax'otir of making peace as soon as possible. Tlie laaiposal therefore fell on tleaf ears, 
or ratlu'r on ears that heard only the cries of tlie refugees, and tlie nintterings of Communist unr(*st. 
Fi'ant'e must be .sa\'ed. Tlie only sacred union was that of Frenchmen will) tlie soil that lired them. 

According to one Bordeaux rtiniour, tlie British pro])osal w;is rejected b\’ a majority ol fourteen to ten. 
Others idlege that 1\1 . Keynatid was in a minority of one in desiring to continue the war. 

Mr. CliiHxdiijl was actually on tlie way to Bordeaux, when he receiveti the news of the decision. Jh' 
returned intinedialely to Loudon. 

The F'rencli (dd)inet resigned after a third meeting, and Marshal Betain was a.sked to form a iimv 
Ministry, (leiieral \\'e\'gand was to be the \'ice-President of the Council. That night lu^ sent for Sehor 


182 BRITAIN AT WAR : THE ARMY 

‘y\t till, -.most laudiil moment in the histor\' of the modern world,” ran the jiroposed l>rafi. "tlu' ( iox'c-nmu'iit 
ft the bniicd Kmedom and tlie b'reneh Ix’ejiublic make this declaration of iudis.sf )!nblc union and nn\-ieldini; 
resoliii ioii in t hen coimnon dchence of justice and freedom against subjection to a s\‘stem winch rcducf'.'-. nianlond 
t ' t a i de oj I ob( )1 s and slaves. 

“The two ( io\'ernm(‘iits declare that T’raru'C and Great Britain shall no longer be two. but oiu' ldaiu'<» 
Briiish rnioii. The fhjiist it iition of tlu* Fnion will provide for joint organs of d('fenc(', foreign, linancial, and 
econoinic j»oli( i(‘s. J-acuw citizen of Franet' will enjoy immediately cit izeiishi j) of Great Britain. hwei \ 
British subject will bei'onu* a ('itizeri of h'ratu'e, 

“Both countries will share rc'Spoiisjbilit \' for the repair of the dewistation of war w luMawer it occurs in 1 luni 
ieiritories, and the resoin'cf's of both shall lie eijually and as one applied to tliat }>nr|)os('. 

“Iiiirm.e: the war t h(‘i'(' shall lie a single W’ar Cabinet and all tlie forces of Britain and Lraiuc\ whether on 
land, sea, or in the' aii’, will lu' jilaeed under its direction, ft will govern from \\here\er it lu'sl can. 'I’lie two 
1 *arliam(‘nt s wall ]>e formalh' associated. 

“'The nations of the British Junpire are already forming new armie.s. France will keep her available forces 
in t he field, on t he s('a, and in t he ans 
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Marshal Ih'tain, hero ol \’ei-(luii in the last war and Icadt^r of humiliated Frame in ilu- {)rebeiu coallict, inec'ts Hitler. Field- Mar^ihal Keitel is iu 

tlie centre and Ribbentrup on the right. 


After the fall of y]. Keynaud, tlie French Goveninient ignored the condition laid down by the British 
(jovernment regarding the French h'leet. 

At 12 . Jo ]).in. next da\j June i/tli, Marshal Petain broadcast the news of the h'rench (:a|)jt iilat ion ; — 
“hrenchmen ! On the appeal of the President of the Republic, I have assumed to day the direction 
ol the Gox’erinnent of I'rance. 

“1 am, in lieaid and thoughts, with our admirable army who, with e\'ery heroism and wiihout 
preet'deiit, ha\’e continued a glorious military tradition against an enemy superior in numbers and in arms, 
oil! arm\' which has known, b\' its magniheent resistance, how to fulfil its duty towards our Allies. 

"( ertain of ilie hel]) of the Kx-Servicc men whom I have the honour to eommaiul, and assuii'd of the 
cont]<k‘ne(' of ihe \\'h(de |)eo])le, I give myself to France to help her in her hour of mish.ut iiue. 

“in ilu'se painlul hours 1 am thinking of our unfortunate refugees, and all their extreme disti'ess. I 
expid'ss to ihom niy compassion and my solicitude. 

“It IS with a ]iea\-y heart I say we must cease the fight. I have applied to our opponent to a.-^k him if 
he IS rc'ady to sign with us, as between soldiers after the fight, and in honour, a me<ms to pm an end to 
host ili lies. 
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“J.(M all I'rcnrlinieii i;tou|) lljeiiiselves around the Government over vliirli 1 pivside diiriiivtliis ])anifnl 
trial, and alfinii once more tlieir faith in the destiny of our country.” 

To pi\t' continintN- to idarshal retain’s thoughts in this grave hour, we must ri'ad his suhseipient 
broadcast ol }\\nr 2otlj,, wlien ]w annotinced that he had appointed plenipotentiaries to n‘Cei\e the 
armistice comlit ions. 

“I took this decision,” h(‘ said ‘‘with tlie stout heart of a soldier, becatise the militar\' situation 
im])os(‘d it. 

“\\'(‘ had hoped to resist on the Somme- Aisne line. General W'eygand had regr(.)ii])ed otu' foict's, and 
his name alone [nassaged victory. The line yielded, however, under the pressure of the (‘uemy and oui' 
troo])s wen* forced to I’dreat. I'd'orn June rjth the request for an armistice was imoatable. The* blow 
surprised you, and ri'incunbering KiJ-j iS you sought the reasons for it. ] am going to gi\’e you them. 

“On May i, toi/, we still had -;,2So,ooo men under arms, in s])ite of three years (.)f murderous tight ing. 
On the c\'e of the jresent liattle we liad 500.000 few^er. 

“In l\lay, tepN, we had S5 Ihatisli divisions ; in May, 1940, we only had lo. In 191 5 we had with us 
58 1 talian divisions and 4^ American di\'isions. The inferiority of our material was ewn greater than that 
of our effectives. I'rcnch aviation has fought at odds of one to six. 

“Not so strong as 22 years ago, we had also fewer friends, too few children, too few arms, too few allies. 
There is the cause of our defeat. The Id’ench pieople do not deny the blow. All peoples haw known u])s 
and downs. It is by the way they react that thet- show themselves to be weak or great. We will learn 
a lesson from the battle which has been lost. 

“Since victory, the s})irit of pleasure has prevailed over the spirit of sacrifice. People have demanded 
more than they have given, they have wanted to spare themselves effort. To'day misfortunes come. 
I was with 3V)u in the glorious da\rs. As head of the Go\*ernment 1 will remain wdtli \mu in the dark days. 
Stand by me. The fight still goes on. It is for France, the soil of her sons.'' 

Following Marshal PetaiiTs first broacast, on June i6th, the new' Minister for Foreign Affairs, M. 
Baudoin, broadcast a statement that evening in whicli he declared, inter alia : — ^”Although the enemy 
has terribly diminished our resistance he has not imp)aired our morale. Fortt^ million Frenchmen have 
found themselves in the end facing almost alone 80,000,000 Germans, to whom the Italian nation have 
now added themselves. 



111 this niduTtl t’lcttin {.fiicral Knir!. with Hiller on his right, reads the preamble to the armistice term.-. .Among oUu'r.v (ursciii .ne .\driiiiMl 
Kaeder, h'leld-Mnrslinl (.oeniig, Gmirral von Braiichitsch and Herr Hess, with General Huiitziger, Admiral LeliK, A1 I.eon Noel and f.eneiaj 

Bergeret representing the French. 
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Tiie Vichy Government, France’s puppet control, assembled to discuss Hitler’s meetings with Marshal IVitain and M. Laval. The aged Marshal 

is seen third from the left. Laval is third from the right. 

“We have, it is true, received marks of sA’mpathy. We have had the assistance of Great Britain, whose 
fleet, united to ours, has never lost the mastery of the seas, and whose troops and magnificent Air Force 
have shared our battles. We have also had the help of Boland, Holland, and Belgium. But modern war 
cannot be improvised, and our friends have not been able to bring us the su])port necessary to the advance- 
guard which the TT'ench Army re])resented.'’ 

It was true, that modern war cannot be imj)ro\'ised. 

There were 6,000,000 homeless jieoj^le in France. The armies had been split up into four groups : 
only tlie western and the Aljanc sectors were resisting, ^'et history may decide that tlie j’Tench were 
only beaten because their lcad(*rs ga\’e up ho])e. A General in the British Army, writing later to the 
Press, asserted that the morale of the hYeneh Army remained high, and that he called, at 3.30 a.m. on 
June aaiid at General We\-gand’s lieadcpiarters in Bordeaux, in the ho},)e of s])eaking to him. “I only 
.saw the back of the Commander-imCliief,'’ he wrote, “as he sat, r(.)lla])se(l in des].)air, at his desk, his head 
buried in bis das|)ed arms. His (diief of Staff turned me away, telling me to ‘]ait it in writing 

Tlii.^ olhcer made his report, to the effect that the Germans were exhausted, that they were short of 
fuel, that their advanced units were badly led, and scarcely able to defe'iid tlunnselves, and that ])ursiiit 
columns could hurl the enemy back. But the armistice bad already been granted. 

General de Gaulle, speaking from London, expressed wli at man\’ {Xitriotie I'renelimen were thiiiking 
on the morrow of the tragedy. “The (ienerals,” he said in his broadcast of June iSth, “who ioi many 
years lia\'c commanded the lu'ench .Armies have formed a Government. That Government, alleging fhat 
our .Annies lau'e been defeated, lias opened negotiations with the enemy . . . We certainly haw heen, 
and St ill aie, suimiergcd liy the mechanical strength of the enemy, biath on land and in the air. 'I'he tank.'^, 
the avro])lanes, tht’ tactics of the Germans, far more than their mnnbers, wore rosponsiblo foi- ma 
retiiaarient . 

“Till' tanks, tlie aero])lancs, the tactics of the Germans astounded our Geiicra.ls to such an exuau that 
th<_‘\' ]ia\-c hcvn brought to the jiass they are in to-day. 

“i>ut lias the last word been said ? is the defeat final ? No ! Believe me. Trance is not lost. Sho 
can iinito with tlio British I'mijiire, which holds the seas. In spite of all onr mistakes, all oiii deheiencies, 
all our sntforines, there are in the universe sufficient means to enable us to crush our (aieniiiss. “ 




A tremendous reeeption was given to General de (iaulk* on his arrival by a great assemblage of people in Whitehall. The Gencrid, accomiianied 
bv Vice- Admiral Mus^Iier, is here seen insj-Hading a guard of honour. 

He concluded by inviting all French officers and men then on F)riiisli soil to get in touch with him. 
“Whatever ha])pens, the iiame of h'rench resistance must not and shall not he exiiiignished.“ 

It was not extinguislied ox'erseas, hut in luiro])e it flickered dimly, h'rance had been brought to her 
knees in less than a lortnight. It was natural that the (ieririans slmnld rejoice. “We are not 
revengeful,” wrote the J’dlkiscJirr Bcohachicr, “hut we have at last ceased to he good-natured German 
blockheads, thanks to the gentlemen ol the Wkxst , aho\’e all Winston (diurchill, who declares that 
F.,ngland will tight on to \’ictorv. To victory ? Yes, hut a (jerman xF’tory.” “The old Fnropn,” 
declared a Merlin ('\ening ]>a})er, “was tlie product of the Iflind and furious hate of a Richelieu and a 
Ckanencean. I'he new IGirope will lie built by the love and faith of the hku'lirer.” 

The plenipotentiaries of the I'rench Government who went to Comjiiygne to receive the practical 
ex{)ression of this lovf^ and faith were General Himtziger, M. Noth Admiral Lt'liic and (General IFugen't. 

\\ hen they arri\'ed, on June iQth, they passed the spot where was graven the fart-— and nothing tliat 
tlie (icrmans could do could alter a line of it- — -that “here, on No\'emher iith, the criminal pride 

oj tlie (jcrman G(:\eriiment suceiirnhed, having been van(jiii.slied by the free peo[)les it tried to enshwa*.” 

Hitler met tlie lYench Mission in the Ihillmari dining-car in which Foeli had given the Germans the 
sK'rii conditions ol his armistice. (General Keitel read out the new terms, of which the following wort 
the main (ha uses 

laameli troo])s which are surrounded to lay down arms. 

Th(‘ zoiu‘ ol (K'cujded lYance was deiined. Germany agreed to reduce to a minimum the oecuj'iation 
of th(' wt'.sit'rii coast alter the cessation of hostilities with Great Britain. 

I )emohihsat ion ol hi ench armed forces, which must not leave French soil. No ih'renrliman to ser\'e 
against (jcrmaiiv in the servita* of otiier Powers. No French merchant shipping to ]ea\’e liaihoiir vxcepi 
with the authori.sat ion oi tlie (icrman and Italian Governments. Aerodromes to lx* under Gt'rman or 
Italian control. 

The lu'cncli Meet, I'xcept that part left free to safeguard French interests in the ('olonial IHnpirc, to l:x‘ 


k 


I 




(M-iK'r.'il Maxitac Wcy^aiKl, a brilliant soldier and military tacticitin, was made Chief of Staff to Maralial Ff 
iic n-ary, uii^ctl ihf 1 ‘oiisli Army which, under his command, defeated the Russians. After holding other V 

again became Chief of General Staff in 1930. 


ch during llic (b 
igh miliiarv pfc. 
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colkH'trd ill })orts to 1 k' spccitied., and to be disarmed under German or Italian control. 'Hic Gennan 
( n)\-ernnient soIciuhIn- declare iliat tliey have no intention of using for tiieir own jmrjioscs dni’iny tJu' wair 
the Idaaicli Ideet stationed in ports under German control. 

All (icrrnan prisoners of war to Ix' released. All French prisoners of war to nanain so until the 

< nj)(‘hisinii of peace. 

( e.s.sai ion of liostiiities will occur six hours after the French Government ha\'e concluded .m aereciucut 
siuiilai to tiic al)o\'(‘ with the Italian Government. This will be announced by wireless, 'hhe aiinistiee 
will uMuain in foi'ce until the conclusion of peace, but may be denounced at any moiuent if tbc hrcucli 

< io\-eiiiin(‘nt does not fulfil its oliligations. 


It is woi tht' of note that tlie Geriiiaits, like the Italians, expected Great Britain to ask for an armistii'e, 
otlKU'wise the ])rovisioi] about reducing to a minimum the occupation, of the v\'cst coast of hhance w(.)iiid 
not ha\'e l>een inserted in the agreement. 

Bc'fore signing tin* document, (leneral Huntziger said that lie lio])ed it would pr(,)\'ide tlic ].)o.ssibility 
of two great nations li\'ing and working together in peace. It was a diihcnll moment for liiin, as a .soldier, 
and he Iiojh-mI that luviich soldiers would not regret the step now taken. 

General Keip'l rejdied that he acknowledged the Frciicli Go^v■rnment’s accejitaiice of the terms, and 
that “as a soldier 1 Iiaw only to say that we know how to honour a defeat ('d, courageous loe,’' 


Already France had applied also to Italy for armistice terms. Immediately after the ceremony at 
Compiegne the French delegates left by air for Munich, whence the flew to Rome next day, 

Even during these dark days the French army of the Alps fought tenaciously against the Italians, but 
on June 2ist the latter launched a general attack from Mont Blanc to the sea, and reached the valleys of 
the Isere, Arc, Giiil, Ubaye, Tinee, and Vesnbie. 

Next day they entered Mentone, and the u’ar between I"rance and Italy was at an end. 

In Rome it was agreed that Italian troopis ^^'ere to stand on the advanced lines they had reached in all 
theatres of operations, and that a zone 30 to 100 miles in depth in front of these positions was to be 
demilitarised. 

The clauses which especially affected tlic British in tlu' Mediterranean Basin and Africa laid down that 
the frontiers of Algeria and Tunisia wliicli marched with Lib>'a were to be demilitarised ; the coast of 
French Somaliland was to be demilitarised, and Italy was to liave the right to use the port of Jibuti and 
the French section of the railway to Addis Aliaba. As long as war continued between Italy and the 
British Empire the fortitied ba.ses (.)f Toulon, Bizerta, Ajaccio and Oran were to be demilitarised. The 
Italian armistice coiiiiuission was tt) take into account, in lixing the jiroeednre for demobilisation and 
disarmament, tbc ])articular im]>ort<mce of maintaining order in Frencli North .Africa, Svria, and on the 
coast of lu'ench Somaliland. 


According to the terms of the ai'iiiistice the Germans continued hostilities until six hours alter they 
bad been notifu^l that the lu'ench had accepted the Italian terms, but there was naturally little resistance. 
'Flu'V cagunred Bix'st, Ipiinal. Toni and Luneville on June 20th. Next day they took Strasbourg and 
('ohuar ill the east, Lyons in the eeiirre, and St. Nazaire on the Atlantic coast. Tlu‘ armistice took elk'et 
at 1 2.35 a.m. on June 25th. 

At ('oiu|)iegne, by Hitler’s oixlers. the railway-carriage and the tablet eoirimerriorating tlie (u-iinau 
.-.urreiuler in loiS wi'ie reuio\-ed to Berlin, and the ground where tlic\- had stood wa.s ])Ioughed iiii. d'lie 
Slat nr to Alarshal I'och was allowed to remain. 


Troni all the h-ontiers of ITance a hurried exit of diplomats, politicians and journalists had begun 
dir(*ci!\' tlie intention to conclude an armistice became known. M. Daladier and A 1 . Alandel, with other 
leading hgiires of the prex-ious administration, tried to reach North Africa, 'ihey were roughl\- handled liy 
a ('rowd, and suirsec jueiit 1\’ arrested, and sent back to Vichy, where the Freiidi ( jO\-e]-niiient hdd estab- 
ished its headcjuartt'rs. 




oi tliu toui4lu;'!>t ii}4ht!.’rs> iii the world arc men of the I'rencn noreii^u Lftjioa. V\ lu*n l-raiice eapJiulated, hiiudred^ of th 
tlicir wMv to IdiftKiiul, j)J<'d,^um ihci)i^<‘] vcs to ni LteiKTal de (x.itillo'- Army of l‘'n*c Itcik imjcii. 
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^1. I'u'i’ix' ('ot, wlin iias often been accused of responsibility for the grave deticieneies f>f tlu* I'roueh 
Air I'orcr, aiTjwd jn I.oiidon and wrote an article explaining how littJc lie was to hlaine lor tla* ^ onditioii 
of /’.l/'/z/fV ill' r.lii'. lie then left for the United States, where he had been preeedefl - a! nought man\- 
othf'i^ — hy tiiose Ifellicose piildicists, 'Tertinax” and Madame Tabouis, wludse love for iho .Eneiish 
spoakiiig wdtiTi is of recent date. 

M. Paid Rex'nand was making a dash, for the Spanish frontier when his c'ar ran into a trt'e. lie was 
in jured, and his companion, ('oiritesse lielOTe des Fortes wais killed. Me was later arrested and joined iIh^ 
other ]>olitirians in captix'ity. 


Armed resista,nre wa,s at an end. Tlie Germans held two million h’n'iieh pri.soiK'rs, and a(,lininist('n‘d 
three-ojiiarti'i's of th(' ('ountry, including the richest industrial districts. Hut Marshal Petain still 
])oss('s,s{.'d the Xa\*y and tla* lAu|)ire. 

h'or yi'ars to conu* the n'asi.ms why a great nation was crush(‘d in six waadvS, and a great army was 
defeated before' tlie nia jorit\- of its soldiers liad tired a shot, will be ex])lored and explaiiu'd. Tht* tragedy 
w'ill not be attributed to c()wa.rdice, but to corrupition amongst those in authoritw Here Ci'rlainh' w'as a 
democracy that was decadent. The tall tree of France, wliic h had st(X)d .so nobly in the garden of 
Furojie, h'll with a ('rash because it had rotted within. ,Btit ti'ces sei'd theinseha's, and nations have an 
inhnite capacity for renewal. 
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THE HOME FRONT 

Wnii i 1 k‘ captun* of tlio loxauF Cliannel j)orts the tcrni “Home h'roni,” which Jiad loipi; Ixa'ii iimm] 
fi,!iii]'ativel\-, l)('('amc a stern neality. 

Soo]] aftc'r tile attack on tlie Low ('oiint ries the Government took st(*p.s to pi'o\-ide for lesistance ayainst 
in\-asioji. winch liad iH'come an immint'iit j^ossibility. On ]\Ia\^ i-Fli, ]\Ir. lulen, tli('n Secretarv of Stat(‘ 
for War, annonnc(Ml tlie raisin, y of a body for Local DefcJU'e, to be fornual of \’ohinteers Ix'twtH'ii tlie ayes 
cf 17 imd (15, who would ser^’e in their own towns and \'illayes in their spare time. 'J'lie respon.se was 


(ii th( KdV.'tl Non liuiiil'D J.uiti — the I'aiiious 1 - I'lith -111,11111.1111 ,'i pimul ti.idition Mlt v- Uvi i liatt.ilKiii- si‘r\C(l 

in igi.) iS. .uul in llic ]irest'iit (onUnt llicy .tlrnady ;4i\(‘ii a yood accotiiit fd t hninsclvcb. 


immediate (hundreds of tlui^sands volunteered within twenty- four hours of the appeal) and camt‘ fi < an i lie 
mst incti\'e well-spriiiys of our national life. I'ly August, nearly a million and a half nitm had been enrolkdi. 

It was thc^ continuance ol an old tradition. The same force had s])run,y into bc'iny in the da\’s of tlu' 
Armada, and again when Napoleon’s (h'and Arm\' had waited on the clifts above HoulogiRc t )nce ayaiii 
it included men ol all tyiu's and classes; retired (xcnerals served in the ranks with farm bo\'s, and 
inaiiagin,y (liu'ctors mounted guard under their workmen. 

At the beginning, thtax' w<'re nidtlK'r uniforms nor arms, onl\’ f(.)ra,ge ca])S and ann hands to giAe the 
im-n c( )]iil lat ant status. J In' Germans declared that .sitch a corps of " fra ncs-lir curs ‘dwd assassins” -lion Id 
!)(■ shot out ol hand, and their fears were discaTiiible through their sneers ; they saw cloaily enough that 
lh(‘se A’olnnt ]jad made the emf)loyin(‘nt of air-borne troo])s an ojteration requiring long ami dahorate 
pre])afaiion. 



The iiiighty weapons with which we shall withstand the projected Nazi assault. They are sh< 
swung inboard ready for travel. 
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“Now it ii.is conic to ns to stand alone in the breach/’ said Mr. Winston ( tinrchij! , in a hioadf'ast 
addivss on Jnlv i.jth, “and face the worst that the tyrant’s might and (.'nniit\’ ('an do. In-aiin- oniM'hcs 
1innil)]y hffoo' (iod, hnt cons(dons tliat we serve an unfolding purpose*, wc arc rcad\ to (Jclmd oiir nati\-c 
land against tlic in\-asion l)y wliidi it is threatened. We are fighting /v oin’S(‘l\'cs aloiK*. Hnt wa* arr not 
tight ing fie' oin\M ]\-cs alone. Mere in this strong city of refuge, which, (‘uslii ines the titK' ch'eds of Innnan 
piogiess, and is of d(‘cp coiise(.]iK‘nce to Christian civilisation . . . we await iindisina\'e(.l the inipeiiding 
a-;sauli , 

‘dh'ihaps it will (-onir to night, Perha]>s it will coin<.‘ next W('ek.' Perhaps it will iiexa'r conas 
Hitler has not y(‘t hetai withstood by a gr('at nation with a will-powei’ t'(pial to his own. 

“'I wo months ago, nay om* month ago, onr first and main etiort was to ,k('(']) onr best aiin\' in 
e . . . Now W(‘ hav<' it all at home. Ne\-er beforig in I Ik* last war or in this, ha\a' we had in this 
island an army ('omparablc in (juality, ecjiiijiment, or niimhiers to that which stands on guard here 



tsi“(i wjtii succcbs 111 till' j uiiiisli war, llir mi-i ailed “.Molotov ro(klails’ wen' ( ousidereil ellei live ajiailist tank-S, and were ado].)t(‘d bv the Home 

Guard, hile waitum jor more el'lei ti\ e weaiious. 

to-night. Wr ]ia\‘e a million-and-adialf iik'H under arms tomiglit, and (‘Vtay week (.)f Jiim* and |iil\' has 
seta) th(dr organisation, tlu'ir defences, and their striking power ach’aiiet* by haips and bounds . 
lUhiiid these wt* have moia* than a million of the' l.oeal J.)efence Volunteers, or as the'y are niiu'h better 
('alied. the 1 louK' ( 'maid . . . 

“Should th(' iiw’ader eomt', there will be no jilacid lying down ol the j)(a)])le in submission before him, 
a'- We lja\'e stH'ii- alas !--in other countries, \Ve shall dc'lend e\'ery \''illage, (werv town, e\('ry city . . 

\\ (‘ w'otild rather sr't' London laid in ruin and ashc's than that it should be tameh' and a,l)jectl\' enshtsed. “ 
1 1 was a liiu' tigliting s])eech, exja'essing the feelings of a peoph^ who had nt'X'er felt h'ss like l\-iiig down. 
1\1]\ ( hnr( hill sp(.>ke tlie trtitli about our 1,500,000 soldit'i's, but quite rightly, in that em('rg('uc\-, not the 
whole irinh. lb* did not mention (what is now common knowledge) that our shoitage of nniniiioiis 
was tht'ii serious. We* had a large army, but insufficitmt rifies and ammtmilion for it, and for the Home 
(lUai'd. 1'he latter contiiiued for many wevks to drill with broomsticks. 

^ .A ])e])n]ar jactiicfion was that invasion would be attempted on the full moon of July lotli, io-}e. 




clfcjes of 10 and oo eiiiraniin^ at a J.ondon station under armed 
aliens between these ages were ordered to be interned for the duratn 




During the suuimci ui 1940 road blocks were made everywhere, somewlnit imliscrimm.iKhy at first. 

most ol wlioni hatl botTi n'lum-rs from Nazi pcrsocution. The trilamals hat] ordvved IIk' intt-nniiciit of 
jKTsons of ralcgor\- A (n-ardtal as thdinitely dangerous) ; dj.Sj of (:at(‘gor\’ K (douhtfun wht) lia<l to 
o1>servr taTtain rogulat ions ; wTiic (>4,244 ])ersons of Category C won* considered as fri(>ii(il>', and wvir 
heed hoiii any restrictions. A total of 71,575 cases had been considered out of 74.27,7,. 

On May iiih tfie llornt* Secretary ordered the iiiternnient of all male (Germans and Austrians 
(le.eaidless ul tlieir categtaies) who wt'n* living on the east and soutli-taist coasts of Scotland and {■inglaiKd ; 
and litini that ilatt' onwards, largely because of a growing demand from tht' ])ul)lic, the irsiiictam.^ 
im])os(dl on ali»-ns wtu’c int'reased in scope and se\'erity. 

1 hr i-Iome Otiicts, htiwrver, was al.so inundated with protests as to the trtsatmciit of mun dt-clai etl to be 
well knovm as friends ol this country : it was being pulled in two directions, and iIk* ta.sk of disi-rimiu- 
ation was rt'iidi'red extremely difficult by the flood of refugees which we liad wideomed and i'neouraLwd 
liom the Continf'nt. Amongst this spate there were undoubtedly some s})ies, foj- iii ouj- wars ol latness 
oin- .sym]>athy for jx'rsccrited loreigners laid been somewhat uncritical. 
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In tanks, aiiti-jaiik guns, artillery, machine-guns, aerojdancs ; iu (X'urytliiiiig rc(]uir(‘d to r('])c] aii 
iinaisioii, cxcipt stout hearts. W(' were woefully deficient o^^'ing to onr los.ses in h'rata'f*. 

Suiiir (oan doubted though not tla^ masses— that our hoart'^ were stout enough to stand tla^ sfraiii. 
d'liv Mimstr\' nf Inloj'malion startl'd a eampaign to appoint “Mr. Sensibles” in e\a‘r\- eommmht\-, wlio 
would hustaiu an\' dioppiug spirits they might discover, and re|;ort on tlu' morale of tiu'ir m'ighbonrs at 
fic«|i!rm iiiK'ix'aJs. “Cooper's snoopers/” they soon canu' to be calk'd. lh(‘\-, and some egrrgious 
ad\ cn isrmcnts in the ncws})a] )ers (“Whiat do 1 do if an air-raid corncs ? 1 sa\- to nn’sclt. ‘I his is w linv J 

keep cool \") w(-re lh(‘ subj(‘c1s of ridicule wherever the nati\‘es of these islauds iorcgatlK/rcd. 

Thr (ouiitix- was ill daiigvr. and the lhatish people knew if. As nc\-er bcfori', wc becanu' ('on.scioiis of 
tho .sirangois in our midst, and if wa.s only natural that public ojiirhon should swing abrnj)tJ\ fowaids 
.•-u.spii'ion , soiUf'tiiiK's ('\’rn inloh’raiici'. 

At tlic bi'gimiiiig of Maich, igigo. thi'ce had been 62,244 (h'rmans and j i .(jSi) Aiisti ians in f he e()mllr^' ; 
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Mistakes wvra nuuk*, and on tlir night Italy became a bclligerant (June jotli) tlicn- wore sonic 
regrettable seen.es in Soho; lint under what was certainly a serious emergeuev overworked oilieials lelt 
that it was Ix'tter to 1 k‘ “sure nor sorry,” and in this opinion they were e(a-tain)\- sn])])orted Ip- tlie pnhlie. 

No sneji drastic kegislation a.s tliat passed through botii Houses of rarliaitient on .Ma\- ggnd (bhe 
kanergenex- l\)w«']'s Defence' Act, 1940) has ever before been submitted to our jH'Ojiie. Jaoin that date 
the person <ind ])ro].)(‘rt\' of every indix-idual is at the disposal of Goverunient . \v{ the onl\- (a)nipiaint 

eoninionl\- heaid is tliat insnlheii'iit use has been made erf its powers. 

H biens sritteix'd undt'r the new regulations, so did British, subjects, under CJaust' iSB of the J,)efen('e 
begnlat 10ns, which ('Uipowen'd the Ih.irne Secretary to imj.^rison “ineirilx'rs of organisations which had 
asso('iations with the einany, or are subject to foreign influence or control ; and which max' lx- used lor 
purposes prt'jndicia] to national s<*cnritxa” 

Sir ( )s\vald Mosley, the leader of the .lh-iti.sli Union of Fascists, xvas an’ested, and snlrsequent Ix' his wile, 
whose chikl xvas only three W(‘(hs old. 'l h('re were many other arrests, including that of Admiral Sir 
Itarry Doinx-ille, xxiio harl been Dii'ector of Khwal Intelligamee in tlu' hist xvar, and aide- de-caiii]) to 
King Deorgi' \'. 

It is not pxissible at this time to di.scu.ss tin.' wisdom of the.se mea.sina's, which susjiended Habeas ('01 jars 
and brought all our lives under tlu' dictatorshi]) of the W ar Cabinet. TIk'V mv[ xvith tlu' apjiroxad of the 
country as a whoh', and the 1 rad('s Cnion Congrc'ss, r('])resc‘nt ing 5, 000, 000 workers, endorsed thc' Act xvith 
onlx foui diss('ntient x'otes. .Vn immense majority of Members of baiiianu'nt appi'ox'ed the nic'asure, 
although there xxais some uneasiness at tin* fart that xvlua'cas many nuai who had fought for tluar country 
in jwexaous wars wwv arn-sted, many Communists and pacifists, xvho.se attitude to the war xvas at that 
time j)lainly anti-national, were alloxved to remain in lia'i'dom a.nd ev;])ound their doctrines. 

1 he Peace Ph'dge I nion, said to mimbi'r soiiu' ioo,ooo nu'inbers, contimu'd its ac'tixdties more or less 
unchecked by the police ; but it madt' few conx’erts and sufft'O'd from manx' resignations as the air attack 
on Gieat Britain increased. In I.eeds I nix'ersity a Students' ( ongress passed a resolution by" 281 votes 
to 150 stating that Hie contintiance of the xvar xva.s against tlw interests of ex'cry country. Tlie National 





Men of a heavy ami-aijcraft battery operating a height indicator ; their calcuktious govern the action of the big guns the 



Polisls, tzec.h, Norwegian, Dutch, and Helguiu ollicerb attended a demoustratioii ol mechanised arms at a. depot near l,ond(,)ii. Here is a repte- 
seiitative group inspeetiiig a howitzer of a tvpe with which our Allies are lifung equijiped. 

thu li iiLif i:roi!]) \N<is thillfti ii]> : llir woi.sd our .situation llu* Iowlt wt're tliosu \\'lio tlcsin'd to abstain honi 
iioipin.p tbf national war I'fjoit. As to tin* majority of Ptritisli citizniis, limy laid asidt* jxilitics in dm 
Jioiir ol national danyi'r. 

W'Ik'I) ! Im I'mu'iyriK'N' J 'owors ] )t‘[t'n('(‘ Act was passi'd the \dtal need oi tlu^ JiKunriit , and ol the I nt in <•, 
w.m !<> iiK'D-aM' oiir piodiiction. 1 1 was ncc(‘ssar\’ to ])ut the wliolc country to work as it had ntwci w<)ik<'d 
hcloii' ; and ah hoiir;!! w c an' still far shcirt of an ideal utilisation ol our availaiih' maii-powni and woinaii- 
]-o\\n!, iht' whct'ls of industry have' Ix'gun to turn at donbk', and soiiK'tinu's at lour tinn's’ tlmii 
])n'\'ious speed. 

\\ omen ha\a' i)hi>'ed an important part in this war, as tlu'y did in tlu' last. W hfii tin woild wa^ .-^till 
at peac'e, in Jnj\ lojo. there were 440,000 wonu'ii en^^aried in makini” motor vehich's, bicyi le>, and aiici alt , 
working in other iiu'tal trades, and (12,000 in enydnt'eriny : it is no secret that tlu'si' numbri-^ ha\e 
been yieatl\ inereased, and that women have replacf'd men in industry on an enoimons .Made, with tlu lull 
a]>]>io\'al ol the hades hnions concerned, d'housands of hrms are en^agx'd in tiaininp women woikem, 
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hninn o! ('l('i'k> (h'ni.'iiuh'd an immediate armistice and a Socialist pcaci', and the Shop Assistaiit>’ I’mon 
also eondciuucd “this Imperialist war.” But such resolutions were jtassed befoie tlu' /i/Z/.r/o/cp. Afl-'i' it. 
oril\- till' /’e/7v IberA’cr, ('\'(‘r sedulous to propagate the vic'ws of Mo.scow, did its small best lo eritii'isc and 
('(iiideiiii! tlir ( ,o\cimnent . until it was suppressed in January, loyi. 

In logo, iheri' wrpe Pi. 000 axanved ('ornmunists in Great Britain and 4.300 ^'oun 4 Commiinists, It is 
hal'd lo sa\- how main' s\-m]>athis('rs there were then, and now an.', but no oiu' who is not a mililanl 
woikei aeerpted as a iru'inher of the I’arty, so that tliese hginu's rejiia'sent llu' sju-ar lu-ad of the K’rd 
uuweincDi . 'I'lu' eireiilatioii of tlu' Dailv Worker W'AS <So,(.)oo a day, and was no doubt si'eii hy thre<' limes 
tliai mnnher of readers, d'here was also a. more sutitle and sinister lillioyra]>lu'd news-slu'i't , I'he IbccA', 
I'liim iug a considi'rahle eireulatiou in “intellectiiar" circles : this was su])])ress('d at tlu' saiiu' tinu' as ihe 
J )ail v i ! 'or her, 

('ousci('iitious object o!s wi'D' h'ss tliaii 4(),()oc) up to the end of 1940. Their numbers diminished as 
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tliiru ()i deal with wolfarc ].)rob]('nis, and hundreds of day nurseries lia\’(' been established to 
enable married \N'omeii to [iJay their ])arl in the national effort. 

In tile Seixiees, the Auxiliary 'rerritorial Sc'rvice (‘b\ts”) numbers some J5,ooo ; the W’onieii's Iheal 
Na\ al Serxaee (“Wiens’') had 7,000 in aetnal employment at the end oi the \'ear under re\'iew ; wliile the 
Woiiieii’,^ Aiixiharo Air b'oiae (“Waafs”) wliose establishment was 10,300 at tin' onlbieak ol war, has 
kepi pace with the expansion of the Ixoyal Air horce. 

( )ther Spheres of If'minine aetix'ity are the W’omen’s Land Army, numberin;^ more than .S,ooo in act nal 
eiii] 'lox ineiit , the W omen's X'ohintary Serxdce. which mobilised more than boo.ooo women to deal with 
e\a( nation, refripees. ( ornmunal fi'ediriyo ('anteeiis, etc., the Civil Nursin,t< Keseio'e. with a strength ol ii'oie 
tlian 100 000, and numerous A,.KMh workeis, including 6,000 fulbtiuK' woitk'H wardens, 13,000 lull tune 



1 lu- SfcUtisli (o.ist lb ,in\ .itK'iiipl .it lu^a'^ion, A hcM\ \ u.ival ”iiu iii well t .iiin )tilta4''d oiipl.ii fiiu'iit l)>‘iii >4 i nspei tt'd 

l>^ Ml Atilliony 1 ili'ii, then Set ret.iis oi State lor Wax, during a tom wincli lie made of ttu' lormidahle S(oiti.,l) eua^.lal deteme-. 


am!)ulane(‘ drix'ers, i{),ooo full-time nurses at First Aid Posts, and 4,000 lulbtimt' Auxiliary Jure Seix'ict! 
jaa'soiiiie] ; tieblt* thc'se numl.a'is of woinen A.R.P. wnrkers art* engagt'd on jtart-tiine duties. 

d'he courage and tdiltagirise of British women were rnagnifieent, and was sujgiorted by tlie deteiniim 
atieiii ol Lilt' vhole ])t)})iilatit)i]. Without tiiis .sjairit, indeed, tiie heroism of tiie tbret' Serxdces woiiltl liax’e 
bet'll of no a\'ai]. 

Jn St']iteiiibt'r, itigtn wht'n we weit' reeommended by notices in railway carriages to lie tlown tni the 
fltioi ol tilt' comjiart merit during an air-raid, if space wnre available (!) we knt'w lit tit* of liit' trials and 
])ri\at ions ahead. Jfut wht'n tliey came — darkness, imemploymt'Ut , crowded trains, slow ])osts, i'atl 
teJt'])]jt)nt‘s, st‘] eiration, rationing, sirens, and sometimes ruin and siiddt'ii death -the bhitish jit'ople ntse 
to tlir oeeasion and showt.'d a quality which had long lain dormant, a tloggediK'ss hired in the lioiie. 

It is lua easy tti eiiangt' the nature of a great nation. If the sins of tlu' fatlu'is aie \dsitrd on ihe 
(hildreii, exa'ii to tlie third and fourth generation, so are their virtues. 

Wlit'n Hitler suggested a “common-sense*’ end to the war (on July itjtli) whidi otherwise, he saifl, 
eouid end only in the annihilation of Ihdtain or of Germany, we were all by then aware that this island 
was isolated, that {lermany held most of the richest coal and iron mines of imrojie, iinriiense mnnition 
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iiidiistrir.N, two thousand iiiilus of ('oa,st-linc opposite our shores, and most of ilie stiateei<‘<d ad\ ant ap's 
fo]' ,^ra and ail wai . Wh* wwr facing enemies three times our strengtli (.45 millions tigainst p;o), liiit we 
l>eli(‘\-ed oil)- 1-uiei's ccaijident Iv wIk'ii they told us that we could conquer. 

Tlif Wi)]<\ ol the air attacks htyan in September, but the fn st. large-scah' raid ocema ed hetoie Idaiu'e 
liad si.eiied tlie aianistiee, on June tStlu As the raids increased in int('risi(\-, so did tlu' enlerpi ise and 
eneigy <>1 tlie ('i\'il f)(d'enc«‘ Services. Air-raid wardens, auxiliary hieineii, nnr.sics, sluhtia inarshale, and 
<]emo]iiion s(|uad.s, wlio had ])e(>n inclined to languish undt'r a, st'nse tliat there was nothing for them 
t(i (1(1, now dis(ov(“red how urgent was the need of their s(U'\dc(‘S, aiu.l how x-ahiabh* tlieir tiaining liad 
1 lec '! 1 . 

About I, boo, 000 ])eo})Ic' were (.‘luployt'd in the various lirancla^s of A.K.Ih During tb(‘ iirst winter 
there had Ixh'u ronsid('ra bit* confusion, du])lication, and mismanagenK'nt . In theojw tlu' organisation 
jelt nuadi to be desii'ed, but. in piiK'tice, thanks to a general spirit of resouna-fulness. tlie arrangements 
worked well. 

With legaid to slieltfu' and (wacaiation, tiu' Government was confronted with pioblems of tlu' gri'atest 
urgency, in whirh a falsi* stty might hav(.' lu'ought in its train incalctilabh' ralamitii'S. d’o nmiox-e (diildrt'n 
iroin dang(‘r areas was easi(‘r said titan done. Compulsion was ob\'iously imdesirabje if ]';ersuasion 
would avail. In s]')it(‘ of th(' terrible sut1(‘rings and hardship of tlie war there lias beiai a counteiwailing 
advantage in tin* im]iroved health and ]iap[)iness of millions of chiklren wlio Inna' left our citii/s and 
leariaal for the iirst time to know tlieir birthright of the countrv side. 


During tire summer of 1940, questions of priority engaged the constant and anxious attention of the 
War Cabinet, and it is no (exaggeration to say that tlie ^\'hc)l('* course of tlic* war waas gOMumed by the 
difficult decisions then made*. 

What size of arm}’ did we require, and how e(]uip]:ed ? What proportion of awiilable material 


I\li. (liuii liili pliout;;! ..piicil (H! a railwav piatlonn during vl^ll 
ol iJ)-i Vi iiDii to Stoliai.d oil pit It Lfi i'3rd. 


At’cotiipanjed hv ClfMioral Sikoiski, ilic I'nlirii ! 

Mr. Cliui'f hill >urvf\> coast defences 
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landing ol (.(.>ruiau jjarac'hutf/ and bIicx k trcjof)s in Britain, our .Army is; 
•liociive weapon.s vvas llu* faiuous “Tuniiiiy” gun, many llu.iusaiids of 
but now tlion* art- even deadlier British wn-apons, 
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and iiiandioin^ ^limild hr alirx'atad to tanks, and to acrojdancs, and oi -aliat kinds slioidd llirsc 
\^a•a]Jons lx; r 

W'liat was the )niority as fx‘tw(.x‘n incaadianl shi}>s and tnon-oEwaj'. liotii iir^rnth nrrdrd : 

\Miai w.is lilt' 1 iylit ])alan('r Ixdwtx'ii liglu, nu'diinn, and lu'a\’y annoinrd iigliting \ Irs ' Jh'twi'cn 
li.'dit*'! s, })()n!hr] s, and Ai ni\' co-oprration machirirs ? Jlctwix.'n halt lc‘slii])s, ('niisors, dcsl i oxci s, <■{( di i a , 
(/(/ injiiiihini - Iww oj IIk'sc (jiirstions (xauld ho la-solvod willioiit roh'ioiK'o to \Nlial woio ilion imkaoi- 
niiiiat*' laolois, surii as t]j(' hoi]) \\(‘ might rocam’o from tlic Idiitod Stalos, and iho possihlo ollool ol cTioim- 
sni)maiim‘s ;md acrojT'inos in rodiioing onr own indnsli'X'. 

\\ (' still oidy a hall-aiiiK'd nation, with a Jooway of lazinoss to o\'oi’tako hidoic we ('()nld slooi jor 

thf' port ol \'i( tory. “d ho sjji-ings ol onr ofjonsix'o strength ” woio hoing ('omprossod. hnt liow slowly 
So it sormod oompai'od to oin nrgtait nood, (sspocially in the Near lAist . wlaao our small Army ol tlx' Nik- 
scented likely to he o\a 'rwhelirKMl hy a (jiiartoi of a million woll-(-(|':ippod Italians I 


'rht* smiling Sussex downs of i)euce-tiint‘ are new the scene of active war operations. Bren t:uu team;- kceji ceaseless watch for attempted invasion 

b\’ parachutists, and here they arc on their itchliack iiatnil. 

ddit‘ Hritisli Army has pro\ t‘d its \ alour whero\'er it had fouglit, but tluTO had boon iiridouhtod 
iletieiondos in th(‘ I ligh Command, arid onr force's liad taken ])art in nothing hut retiX'ats. W'e knew little, 
tlii'ii, of all the toil and training that wei’e going forward, l:)oth at home and abroad, and of the gn-at 
I t'inforccnients that W(T(‘ travt'liiiig to Ibgypt l>oth by sea and air. 

It is because ?ilr. Chin ('hill liad tlie courage — the great eourage — to st'ud mtm, miiiiitii.ais,, tanks and 
aeiopkmi's to ,lygy])t when onr need for tlii'in at liom(‘ \vas also urgt'iil, that W(' \v(']'(' ahh- to cai’ry oin 
hag as lar as l:>(.*nghazi. 

Although tlie (iermans held most of the good stra.t(ggical cards, we held two jokers, in our hmgiiic Air 
'] raining SeheiiK'. w hicli ga\ e us-- with the industrial resources of tlu' Vnitt-d States- tlu* possibility ol 
})re])ariiig aii immeusi' air armada under ideal conditions, ami — again with Aincrieaii hel]> we had 
a\'ailal>le the limit h'ss oil resources of the New World. 

idu' dt'tails of the Air i'raining Scheme do not come within tht' scopt* of tliis t)Ook, Imt its results, in 
])ro\ddirig an c\'er-iiicrcasing flow of pilots, air-crews and ’ground staff for th(j K.A.h'., will ])rofca.m(ll\- 
iidhienct' tht' future of our military operations. 
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As rc,i7ar«ls tijc' oi! situation, tljcro is, of course, a shortage in Germany of more llian petiol : notahlx' of 
tin, tungsten, cJii oiiiiinn , and iiaturaj rubber. But oil is the chief lack. 

i\lan\’ eah'iilations Jjavt' bet'll made as to the present rt'S('r\es and iutiirt' consimi])! i< )n of oil in 
(e-rniaii\ ;md Ita]\', ])iit out' tiling is certain, that th(' Axis sn])])li('S must diminish as liostilit it's 
<'oiii iinif, and that the\' can be replenished only from limited sources, namely (it'rnian ])rodnelion, 
of soin.‘ g, 300,000 tt.ns of synthetic and natural oil, and the amounts brought along railwaivs, and ii]* 
bi'* Danube, irom I’oland, Kumania, and Russia. From these countries (it'rinanv may obtain, with 
dittit'nli\ , some .pooo.ooo tons a year. 

In peace-tiint', (if'riiiaiiy list'd m, 000. 000 tons a year, and Italy (i.ooo.oot > tons. In war the aiiioimt 
consumed natnrall\- flej)ends on tht' ojierations in progress, and is not eas\' to ('alculatt'. .A big bombt'i 
nses near!\' a ton of fuel an hour, d'anks and men-of-war havt' immt'iise aigietites, t's])e('ially tlie fast 



ships ol the Italian IdtH't. 'Hie war retjuiia'inents of tht* Axis Powers havt* liet'n estimated at 30.000,000 
tons a year. I lu-ir ]>robable fuel income is only about 8.500,000 tons a \-ear, for Jtah’ has to reh’ eiitiit'lx- 
Mil ht'T' reserx t'S or her allx'. 

lloNN soon will their reseix'es be de])leted ? We do not know the amount tlie\’ ha\’e stored, but the 
day must come some experts su,ggest it will be the midsummer of icgia --when lioth theii' war-mm liines 
will grind to a standstill. Wliatever tlii'ir re.serves — say they arc 20,000,000 tons— they cannot }>] OM'iaite 
a long war without olnaining new sources of .supply. 


In tile ])ath oi the Axis Powers stands this small island, and behind it the British Ihnpire, tlie resonree.s 
oi tlie I idled States, and volunteers from all the lands over which the swastika lias cast its .slnidow. 
Across tlu' Atlantic the greatest manufacturing country in the world (making 35 ])er cent, of all tlie 



^r.iri lilight unitb iij Sciulli-Kast Luji'lartd, and displav.- tlu; nitc 

an oilicer js {“Xplaining ihc ojioration of a soiiiifl jorator. 
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world ^ L’ood.s) was harnessing, at thr elosc' of tlie y(‘ar, her vast capacities to our cause. SJj<‘ was ])]cdr;<'( 
to help us w’ithr)irt stint or limit. 

Without siim oj- hniit, also, was the ladp giviai by tlie Dominions and Crown Colonies. 

the end ol the Year ('anada liad 5 o,(K)o men o\'er.seas, 100,000 in tiainin,^; at home, and jooatoc 
laristeo-d reserves. In Australia iKi.ooo men had \'olunteered tot' ser\'ice o\’(‘i'seas. In New Z'’al.iiid 
<>(><> ur n an enormous jiroportion of laa- ]) 0 ])u]ation of T, 5 oo.r)oo had joined the X.Z.lvIh vSouth 
.\hiea had recauitcal 100,000 men for tlu‘ I nion T)c'f('nc(' horce. In SoutlKan Jvhodi'sia cons('ri['tion was 
intiodueed ( hielly to ke(‘}» men e/// of tlu* army, foi so many in ke\’ ])ositions wanted to \'olunt(H‘r that it 
breaiiK' n(*eessar\’ for the tiovernment to control llie man - jrowt'r of tlie country. 

India also made a eonsidci ablf contrikmtion to the Inn])ire war effort . h'rom a st rat (',r;'i(M] and militaiw 
point ol \aew, her j osiiicai is piraatal for the reinforrtani'Ut of our lih'dine in the Nhaar Ifast - the ,sucz 
Cana] hut her ])oliti('ai situation is not (‘iitirely satisfactory. 'I'Ik' C'ongre.ss Partv, repre.siaiting the 
Hindu majority in India, demands indiya'iidenco, includin.e; (in its \'iew) the lioht to rule .some ()o million 


“.4ctJo« stntk.ns” at a battery on the Euglisli Ka,st coast. 

ol its Moslem hRow-sulijects, wlaaeas tlitrse people (chiefly in North India) do not de.sire to be governed 
by llindiis, and arc inclinetl to (hanand st‘})a.ratioii. 

Ahliongli, for tlie.se rea.sons (perha])S too generalised and abbnwdated) India lias not betai abh' to 
s])e;ik with a. united \-oice. the dt-adlock has not interfered wdth the co-(.)peration of tlu' Indian Pi'inces 
w ho ha\'e sent im])ortant eontingvnts to the front, as they did in tht' hist (drt'at War ; nor has it weaned 
the .soidicas ol tlu* Indian Arnu', whattwam their faith, from their old am.l well-tried loyalt\- to the Pritihh 
1 1111 pi re. 

^ In spite ol political quarrels, leaders of all .shades of opinion are united in their detestation of the Nazi 
■..•c'ifi{iiscl/(iiii!}}o. I he Hindus aia* a race of too ancient a culture to be attracted to the Aryan cj rrd ol 
k’os('nb('rg, w hip' to Moslems the world o\’er (and they number 165,000.000) democi'acv is a jsart ol iheir 
religion. 

As a sourca- oi sup]dies, only the surface of India s vast possibilities have b(‘en .scj-atched. Wlaan thc\' 
are lu!l\' d(Velo])rd they will add enormously to the war potential of the Jimjiire, and to her own wralih. 
Sh(' IS to make 5.000 .armoured lighting vehicles next year (1942) and this year Indian hictorics ;nv ])i()- 
ducmg 100,000,000 rounds oi small arm ammunition, and huge amounts of jute, canvas ami leather goods. 
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iT/sidc fail own |)f‘f)])!c, stand our allies Irom the eonqueHai lands. Lake (diad d n ritorv. the lodicli 
i ana i oon.^, and I'rcnrli ha jiiat fn'ial Africa have br()U,ulit nf)tal)lo aecvssions to the Id ve lo fiu Ji niofcinmi, 
and inan\- xoliiniroi's havo eomn harm Syria to join the Arnw of the Nile. 

I liuii.sands ot Polish troops, andhnndreds of Polish a.irmen (whose exjihjits a,ro ixaw the admiration oj iho 
IN Nh.'i made thoii wax' out of tluar own country and exa'ntualh' reaelied Idanco, xx-luae thox’ jon-lit willi 
ereat yallantrx'. In the midst f)i tlu‘ Inaaieh defeat tliex' inaintaiiu'd their formations intact . and niai ehcd 
to P>oidraiix. 1 here (jcrn'ral Sikf)rski, their leader, refused to acce])t tlx- \crm> of the Imeix-li .nniistier, 
and induced the Pritisli Na\-\- to hrin.e his troops to tliis country, where the>' wore re-ariiu'(l and e(jujp]iod. 

I nits of tlio ('zeelioslox'ak Leyion, who had also hcfai tiyhtiny in lu'aiu-e, formed the niielotis ol a new 
le xiom Sf) did Norwegian, Dutch, and hkdgian contingents. 


No rlouht tiu' inx-asion oi («reat Britain would haw* been attmujited if xve liafl not bifiught down 185 
Herman a('rf)])lanes on Se])tetnbo]- 1 5th, to croxvn the previous ait' x if'tories at Dunkirk in i\lay and ox'er the 
hloine (ounties on August a5th, 30th, 3l^t, and S(,‘]>ternber 2nd. Still the possibility reniaini'd, and 
n 'mains, 

\\ h\’ tarried the wlieels oi their chariots f We waited and wondered in Se])temben and are waiting 
still. 

The wide Iteaches of the Past (’oast sttw strangf' siunrrx'r x'isitors. Instt'ad of children’s sand castles 
there \xa:'re strong-points at whicli men in uniform ]al)our<.‘d uuceasiugiy. bkirbf'd wire entanglenients 
took thc‘ place of decd\-chairs along the sliore ; there xv(‘i e mather bunds nor cfunct'rt partie,s, but Itand- 
stands and jtiers })ut to irav uses. 

1 here were no dax’ tripts lor xdsitors up and dt)xvri the coast ; tliose xx'lx') went on day trips did so in 
traxxders and driflt*rs, flying tlie Wdiite Ensign. The smart XTiclits and motor boats were ncm^ a businesslike 


\\ ■;! !11-. Xu ou-Usi'iK'i Guards line up in front ul their Brea-gun carriers for inspection by the Prime Minister. 
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as iIky' laccd in and out of liarlxanr, and they were manned 1)\' oddK'-assorted ( irws in od 
a'-.sort<'d ^ la^. \ <“ry ohcn rctirod na\’al oflu ers, to whose oddl\’- assort(‘d a,aes llit' Adniirali \ nnaa 
blind e\’e. 

1 Ionic (maids j>at rolled the Ja.m:‘s, the railway bridges, and tla^ facdorics tlic hkk liinciy 

nc\'ri still, and ynmiblnd that rifles were hard to get. 

d lic ( 'i\ il I )c|(‘n('c Scrvif'os wt're coming into their own : they had {)ia)\-cd tlaai incitlc In st in .i Inna 
raids on llu‘ hast (’oast, a,nd then in three months' bombing of I.ondon and in sa\-age altac'ks on 
great iiidiistrial cities. 

Mean^^•i!i|e, a great arni\' wa.s under can\'a,s, or in billets throiighoiit the length and lu'eadth of (. 

1 ha tain. 

No longta^ wctre we lapped in dreams of “assurance of \’ictory.’' \N‘ry distant seerned those day 


The Prime Minister with New Zealand gunners. 


Se|)lt‘inl)er, ictjo, when w'e drop])ed leaflets over Germany, telling the ])eo])h‘ that wt* had no eiinht)' 
against them, and that “our resources, and those of our Allies, in nudi, arms and. supplies glic immense. 
We art' too strong to break by l)lows, and we could wear yon down inexoraltly.” 

That was n yt'ar ago, but what centuries seemed to have passed ! 

\\\‘ wert' more conhdt'nt than ever, after we had been induced, with a })oli.teness that waled gi menace, 
to elo.se tlu' Ihirina Roatl, and to withdraw our garrisons in the Far Fast. SnbmGirint* siiiking.s weu' 
inert'asing. I'liert' wt're haakages in our blockade, through Russia, by the trans-Siberian route, .\ 
eoimte! -l)]o('kadt‘ was being wielded by the enemy with disquieting elTert, now that his submarine, s wert' 
based on the lat'iudi Atlantic ports. Gind. that we were denied harbourage in Firt*. Tht' long nights ol 
wintt'r wt'iv soon to begin, and already the sirens sounded every evening, 

IGaai frit'udly nentiads ]a-edicted the coming triumjdi of the Axis Powers ; hut we had strong kiu't's, 
Gind laid fouglit our way out of tight ])lace.s before. 

We hatl been neGir complete tlisastCT in 1797, when we were bankrupt, when lielaiul was on the xergt' 
of rt'bellion. Gind when tlte XavGil mutineers at the Nore had hoisted the l\ed Flag of the breiicli 





map of our island defences. 


Licul.-i.eiuual Sir M.m Brooke, Commander-i 
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ioi);ii icr., Tii(' hist of onr Allies tiad maclo jxsacr \^'ith \apf)lc{)]i . adid wo won' (ipiiniio a niilitaiA 
,ooi!ins w'lio had hohiiid him a ))0])iilat;ioii ttiroi* tinu'S llio sizo of this ooiiiuiy. 

At ilio end of ni-to wo Jiad tlio yallanl (Hooks for allios. Wo won* not hankni])! lali lioiiyli laTodx 
cnnld (h'M'riho om fina.noial position as sound) and as tr* llio AdiN'S it had iii'N't'i hoon in hcttcr IkmiI, and 
ix'ttoj- foiiiid. Nor was tliorc a military ,yonius in tho ononi\- lainks. Imt two oxworporajs, and. hAiiiid 
I horn sonio oonipi'tcnl (K'nnan yt'iiorals wlio worked (')nt tho pui'posos - and oi'os.s- jan posos- of iIk 
dif lators, sonict iiiK's with inarkorl (jistaste. 


A.-, if to liyhU'n the hcaits of tliose wdio served her, lAigland w]iis])oiod to tlioin during that gorgeous 
antnnin. and tJie trees seefiied a rirher red than usual, and the oorn a brighter gold ; “Am 1 not fair, and 
\^a )] t h\' ( if saf'niioe ' ' 

^'otmg men W(*nt lorth to theii glorious deeds— and to tht'ii death - in tlu' skif-s abow' her, and soldioi.s. 
sailors, woikors, ^oiwetl her as Helen was sc'rved when the woi'ld was X’onng. and I'nw bf'h'agut'n'd. I he 
ago has yet to jaodiioe tho ])oot that will loisfial the grandeur of the' nation’s s])irit. 

In the oottagf' gaidons hollyhocks stood lank on rank, and rambh-r rosos olimbod u]) to tho thatohod 
roofs ; Norman f'astles, built ]»y the last in\‘ad('rs, drowsed abo\a' thoir moats : tlu' red house's of tin* rich 
ElizalxThans, tin* elegant Ealladian ].)illars of oighteenth-contuiw manors, and tlit' parks and ])alac'os of the 
Industrial Ko\a)lution. spoke of ])eare, prosperit}’, seenrity. Hut day aftt'r day and night after night, the 
silence was brolo'ii by th(' droiK' of liomliers, the crash of high explosiws, tlte Ivirk of guns. Our cities 
wa'ro in tho throes ol a terrible ordeal, and their citizens were to sot tho world an example wliicli will 
endure long after tho caus(*s of this war aie forgotten. 

Across tho world irionds and onomi('s watched, teaiang or hoping that this easy-going, comfortdoving 
peopde w'ould tak(' tho waiy of com})roniise. 

But our enomit'S forgot that thougli our wa'aknesses wore a])])a.rent, our strength wars buried deej). 
The hour of Austeiiitz had ('ome again, and witli it tliero awoke the thankfulness of past mercies, and the 
confidence in tlie future wiiich had animated Pitt and his countrymen, and liad stecied them to fight 
*Tor our very name as Englishmen.” 
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I lir J u: . la. i u-r.,! ,j. Canada^ visits soldiers >u training at. Petawawa Camp, He is seen watciunK a gun ernw -it work. 





I'niiii' tour im'Jutleti tut iiispoolion of Polish iroops. The soldiers are seen luan'hiiii^' past Mi. Lhuit hill 

their own Priiiie Minister, wnth eyes turned right in salute. 
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.1 MI Jolin I)i]j, Ciuci i>‘ tiie Impt-ruil (Vcueral Sta}5, inspects the Western Coininaiul and pau&es tu chat With Slaliurdsliio 
jhitaiii has a Ing army hghting in Libya, uur own island reniams strongly garrisoned against incasiou 


troops. Although 
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soJdu-rv, iaai,> oi wboui have served on the battle-fron ts, now play their part w the in 

east coast of Scotland. 
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• crowds of nianv of Britain’s seaside resorts, 
iiorc tl'ie strewn p(>hhlfs sugj^cst wild weather. 


Barbed wire and arintjd sentries have replaced the carefree holiday 
promenade of a south-coast town, w 


Scene cm a Scottish island, li 
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•otland. This picture shows men of the Polish Tank Regiment, with il\<'ir lu';t\ N 
I’he tanks are French, lirought by the Poles from the old battk-fruut. 
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shows a tiro ('ontrol post and four mo 
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A night shoot by gunnera of the Royal Artillery somewhere in Scotland. In the glare of the explosion the hgun-M oi -jifu.ers watching the caeci 

of the fire are thrown into sharp relief. 
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VII 

WARS AGAINST ITALY 

1 111 Hiilish [)r()])lr liavr tlic and tlir defect of short memories lor intmialioiial disa.^rcfniciiis, 

that oiir nu'iila! attitude, as luiscist tiostility became more and more a])])arent dminy the Sjaiiiy and 
SiimnuT ()l n).}o, was ()U<' of a,fj;yni(‘\a‘d surprise. “Why did tJu' Italians want to yo t(^ war with ns?^” 

Hut \vc liad (jua.rre]le(l, and Mussolini had nevc'r forgiven us for h'ading iifty-two nations at { iene\';i in 
the impositicai of Sanctions a.gainst Italy, ddie fa('t had been carx'ed on marble slal>s, and (’('iiK'Uted into 
till' walls of ('V(‘r\' im])ortant city in t he Kingdom, and was I’C'ferred to again and again in tlu' Hik'c's 
s])e(‘c]ieh, always witli th(‘ moral tliat Italy co’ald defy the world. 

It is unnecessarx' now to eiitei into the rights and wrongs oj the Saint ion>, couti'oxeisx . Oiu 
a(dion cost us tin* fritaidshi]) of lta.l\' (it is impossible to coinance ex'eii well-dispos(‘d Italians that W(‘ 
acted disinterestedly] and antagonised the section of public opinion in Idance led b\- M. Lax al. 

In spite of this, on tlie outbreak of war, the overwhelming desire ol the Italian [)i‘ople was to 
avoid being drawn into the struggle. There wa.s, however, a small but ])()W('r(ul imna- group of tin* 
Fascist Party which was determined on intervention on tin* sidi' of Gtaanany as soon as the Army 
was ready. 

During the winter of I939"I940 the cost of living in Italy rose steadily, them' was a, shortage of fuel, 
soap and petrol, there were two meatless days a week and therr was no cofk'c. 

The Italian Government made incessant proti'sts against Jhntish contral)and control, especially 
the blockading of German coal exported by sea from the Low CountiL's. To tht* equal annoyance 
of many people here the P>ritish blockade was again and again relaxtal in favour of Italy, until it had 
as many holes as a fishing net. 


' -.'cuinty K.-^unous stationed in Egypt are the York and Lancasters, on whose list of hattle hf>nours iht n.mi* U.io i>t 

insrnhed. Oltieers ol the regiment are shown here, photographed outside their mess 



Ml. Anthony J-hlnu, lor W ar. |)lioto';r.ii)liccl oulsich' tlir I'alace of the Emir Abdullah oi 'I raiKjordauia, during his i5,ooo-!nilc tour 

ol'l'gvpt and tlic Middle blast. With him in the front are the Emir an l Li.-:i;T,d VVaveil. 

against tlu' wishes of niaiix' iiroinintiit Italian industrial leadris. Wliat [iiiIIkt arrangiaiuaith, })olitic'a], 
territorial and industrial, iniglit liaN’o won Itah' to our sidt'-- if any - it is now inijio.ssibK' tt.) say. 

“The hour tor irri'X-ocable tletisions” bad come. Hit- Italian Dictator had tt) niakt' up liis niiiul, a^ 
b(‘st lit' could wit!) littlo ])td‘sonal knowk'dgc of tlic Britisli ttaripcranudit , wlit'tlicr his last two 
.Ambassadors in London wt'rc riglit when they told liim that Great Britain would light as she had lought 
bt'toK', or whetlu'r tt.) bflievo t)ther ath'isers who said that the British waao* dt'cadent. 

Amongst 1ht‘ latter it is said that his fax'ourite daughti'r Ldda, married to (.'omit ( iano. took a 
])roniinent ])laet'. She had beiai a popular figure in L(.)ndon during a si'astap, and had doiil)tlt‘ss met 
many iidhientiai })(‘o])le. But tlu' nature of England is not to ])e discovendl in tht' drawiug-rooins and at 
thf dimu'r-tables of Ma\'la.ir, any more than the truth about Ital\’ can he found in the Jxenaissam e 
})alaees ol Kt)me. 

At tlie beginning of June, IMussolini decided on intervention. Longer delay, he thonglit, migtit lea\<‘ 
liim without the spoils, or at least the pickings, of the imminent German \aetor\’. On June loth 
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Meanwhile (aairian pro])a,ganda in Rome hi'ld out the prospect of glittering ])riz('s in Aliiea and 
the Balkans, when the decadent d(unocracies had l.)een jmslu'd from their tottering ))edestals. 

( )n oil]- side, oni- diploma! y was not e()-c.>rdinated with tlie military situation. II we wen- stiong 
rnoiigh to sa\- ‘No’ to I tab' roiua'rning her desiri' to irnjiort ('oal, it was arguable that it would be 
adwmtagrons to wage war against la-r, in order to sto}) the leaks in onr blockade and to (kiiil\- the 
>it nation in th(' Nh'ar Last , wher<' the J^haaieh and British had more tlian thirty di\isions pinni'd, in 1 nnisia, 
Jgg\’])t, Palestine, S\’ria., man\- of whieli miglit have biaai us(‘d against (lermany. 

II, on tli(‘ other ham], onr nn])i'('])art'dn('ss was still so great that wa* could not allord to {jiiarrel with 
!tal\ , then we should haac made all possible' concessions tf) AliiSsolini while tln'ia' was ye't time. 

i luring the wiiit!'r of Oiggi ifigo we wwc on tlu' point of e-onelnding a eommereial agreenu-nt with 
ltal\- whi< h would ha\-e ])i-odneed iirg('ntly--needed mate-rials feir e)nr war eifort. and wonlel also ha\e' 
hi'onght ('oiisiehaabh' ])i osjuaity to Itah’. At the* last me)me'ijl it was eane-elk-el b\’ Alnsse)lini himsell. 





Soldiers of 


S('ot.tish iiifantrv regiinctit 
with a trcnich mortar. 




of long route 


111 the Libyan dt scrt. 






'I'he South Staffordsliircs at 

. musketry prae.tiee 






<■1 (. .'.rniiiaih liiii: in ('hid in iJir Micldk; hast sincr Jn^Q, hinnUinant- ranic'ral Sir A. 1‘. V\ a\'(;li snrvcil in Hit- firc.ii ■\\.ir in I r.iinc Ik 
ile was Miiitary Att.'ulin with Uic Ku.ssian Army m the (.’aiicasu.'. in iQty, and he served with tlic httvjnian i \ in-di ; a aiai >. ! m 
iKnn 1Q17 to 1920. Hr ctiuunainifd the troops lu I’alestme and the Traus-Jordan in iy37-:p'^- 
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fiinn siicji a large proportion oj tin- Ti 
is sounding a (-all 


-oiorilania J-rontior i-'orro arc auioug tin- ihic^l iiursctiicn 
NoU’ tin- straight Itntisli sv’urd nud Wcstt-rn sricJdJt-. 




In Ihis pjaurf*. ;i cavalry patrol 
• Iric-'l river l-ed. 





ird to fight iu a drsert war. These men, seen unluadiug fast Broii gun carriers soon .iU<‘r tlu-ir aiii\.i!i 
Egypt, have moved into the battle zone from Palestine. 
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Count Ciaric) summoned the French Ambassador at 4.30 pmi. and tlu' hh itisli .Xmhassadf )r at 1.^3 ]).m. 
handing iht iii identical (h'^laratjons of war. 

! at<‘i- that attei’iioon tln' Dure addressed the Romans from tht.' balroru' of t In- Palaz/D Waic/ia : 

' ' ]• iLditei s nf t lie land, the sea and tlie air. Blackshirts of the re\'olutions and t he legions, men 
and women ol It.dw el th<‘ Km])ii(- and of the other kingdom of Albania, listen ! 

“The hour marked out h>- d(^stin\- is sounding in the sky of our countiy. .\ derl.irat ion of wai has 
l»eeii handed to the a ml lassaxlors of k’rance and Great Britain. Wd* are going to wai apainsl the 
plntori at if and i < aet ionary dernorraeies of the West, who hindta'ed the adx aiK'e and often ihnnt 
eiied (Well the (.‘xist<‘nre of the Italian people.” 

He MimmarisfMl the exants of recanit liistory as “half-promises, eonstant threats, bhiekmaih” 

1 h( y weie takiny ii]) a.rnis to setthr the problem of their sea-frontiers, and they wanted to break the 
chains ''which arc strangling ns in our own sea.” 

d'hi^ sln-ggl(‘. h(‘ de(dar<‘d, was only phase of the logical de\‘c]o]>iiu'nt of the l^aseist lawolntion , 
the struggle of ].('0])l(\s poor in wa'altli, but rich in w-orkers, against the texph. littars who liold tlic gold 
of lh(' world : th(' struggle ollnhtful young peoples against sterile la'oplcs on the lliia'shokl of their 
decline. 

“Now of ()ur ()WTi free \vi]] \ve have burned our bridges behind us ! We have only one watciiword 
to eoiKpier, and we shall conquer, to give at last a long period of |)eace with justice to Italy, to Europe, 
to the w'orJd ! 

'"People of ftaly : to arms !“ 







King's Own Royal Regiment. Bren g( 
iS the sands ; the snn burns overhead. 
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There m^as one cairioiis omission in this speech : he never mentioned his Axis partner. 


iiioueij iiu exact rigui(‘s are a\'ailal.)]e it was currently believed in Italy in Septtanlx']-, 10 pp that tluav 
weie alxait a million men under arms : in December, 1940, Mussolini asserted tliat tlu' immher was two 
million. 

In Lilya there was a wtiLeqiiijiped force of 250,000' men ; in llalian Iwist Africa iNo.ooo (inchidin.e 
naii\-e troops and irnpiila.rs) , in the Dodecanese Islands about 20,(,)oo. and in Albania (lo.ooo. ]W the 
•end ol Anpust it was reported that the troops in Albania had fiecn increased to 150 , (H)o. an<l the real 



New Zealand troops at Bren gun pra< ti('e. 


figure may lun'e bi'eii 200,000. It innsT be remembered, however, that sucli numerical stix'n^^ths lia\T‘ 
little sipnilicance m modtan war, comjvired to amount and quality of armanit'ut, trainiipu of troo])s, and 
the at'iodromes and communications a\'ailable. 

Lot \t'ais tlu' Lascist (T(.)\a‘rnment had made efforts to overcome the difhculty ol e(pii])])in,£;’ Itrdy’s 
aiint'd iorct's. I’ractically all the raw materials for the manufacture of arms and munitions ha\t' to bt' 
im])(>rted. 1 he develojuneiit ol sucli coal mines as exist in the country, and in Sardinia, had not ]>ro- 
yresst'd vtay lar. Coal was of low grade ; iron, steel and all other nt-cessary metals had to lx‘ b(ai,eht 
irom abroad. Kesinves had bt'cn de])leted during the Abyssinian and Sj^anish wars, aTid Uwvv had not 
bet'U suiticient time to build up fre.sh stocks. 

But the clnel anxiety ol the Duce and his Service Chiefs must have been witli regard to oil. Italy's 
only source ol su])])iv, under her own control, was the oilfield in Albania, where tlu' (juaiitiiy a\ ailai)lf 
was small, aiul needled refining belore it could be used. 

Before jier (aitry into the war. Italy had imported oil from Kurnania, the United State> and ^lexaco 

^ Between ()ct.e])er, 1937. January, 194 B Mussolini subsequently stated that he liad sent to l.ibva soo.uoo men, 
1,900 guns, 15,300 nuutinit' guns, 1 1,000,000 artiller}* shells, 1,000,000,000 rounds of sinall-arms ammunition and "to 
armoured cars. '' 






suiTcndeivd, 


stationed iii Syria, Tiieir position was simiiticant 
to ( lors the Ijorder into i’alcstine, tlmre to link uj 


awaited with interest. 


:tli liritish lorcc 


In this jiietnre, the I’olish Hn|,;ade are shown unloading equipment after their arrival in Palestine. They are e.iLa i to continue tlie ii^ht 

for freedom. 
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11]) t()lli(> limit of ln'i storage ra])acity. Her annual expenditure was in the region ol la.ooo.ooo Ions. 

only soiinc ol snp})]y nanaining to her after June, 1940, was Kumania. but lu'r Axis ])artn('r was a 
eom|)('titor in tin's market, the Hlaek Sea route was closed, and the probhan ol ])ro\-i(ling rolling stock 
across ^'^go^Ia^'ia^s single tra.ek railway was serious. From the Italian })oint ol N'it'w tie fu st tk'sidci atnm 
was a .sliort war. 

St! ategi('ally Italy occupies a ])redominant position in tlu' (’entral Mediti'rraiu'an. 

'J'he onl\- chag) water channel (40 miles wide) lies between tlu' strongly jortihi'd island ol Panodleria . 
.soiith-\v(sst of Sicily, and tire coast of Tunisia. Malta is only 20 minutes b\' air from SicilN', and was too 
Milnerable to be used ])fcrmanently as a base by the Britisli Meditcaianean Meet. On the otlua hand. 
beloK' th(‘ J^d'eiK'li collaps(‘, the ;i(‘rodromes in southern France' and (.'orsica thicateui'd tli'- im])oi-iant 



Men of the Somali laiui C 


'ised rifle 


liN'dro electric powt'r stations on wliich tlu' railways in nortlK'rn Italy de])end, and also the (jcnoa- 1 unn 
Milan triangle, in wliicli tlie chit'f indnstrit's are situated. 

Tht' whole Italian railway system, running as it does along the west and <'ast coasts, sejiaratt'd by tin 
s])in(* of tfu' A])t'rmiiH'S, is fiighly ^'ulnerable, and ilbadapt(‘d to war conditions. I’roni (jt'uoa, tie' maii 
i unction for tlu' industrial cities of the north, as far as Pisa, the double track runs along th(' sea, < oast 
throiigli fre(|n(.'nt timiu'ls, and any interruption would starve the great arsenal oi S])ezia as well as Ixonr 
and all the cities of the south. .Ml the traffic from the northern cities whicdi does not ])ass throng]] ( oiio; 
and down tlie west -coast route', ])asses eitlier through Bologna, Idori'iict', Koine, or else' tliiongh Kologn; 
and down the' east -coast route. All communications between (h'rinany and soutliern Italy d<'|)e'nd 
the'refe)re‘, on two junctions (ienoa and .Bologna. 

I'uh'ss Italy held comrnarul of tlie sea and the air, she was in a dangerous ])ositie)n m heu' owi 
territory. As to he'i Kmpire, it was immediately in dire peril in the exa'iit ol war with Britain and fiance 

Eritrea, Italian Somaliland, Abyssinia and Libya were at the mmy of sufie-rie)! se'a ])owe'r, as were tlr 
Dodecanese Isf iiuls, strii ig out like a necklace along the coast of Asia Minor. 






Sir Archibald Wavell, Commander-in^Chief, Middle East, inspects men of a Yorkshire re 







ilautly being scat io the Near 
Calxiuct whifii enablei.l 


were 


liriRaa.' of mixrd J-!ritis 1 i, Somali and Indian troops, who were endeavouring— now tliat l-rench suppoi t 
was (U’liic'il - to hold a front ol 150 miles. 

Oii Aiiitnst 4th two Italian divisions, witli pack artillery and tanks, sn])i)orted b>’ ac'roplanes, crossed 
thi' Somaliland frontier in tliree columns and. advanced on Odweina, liargeisa and (lara^ara.. 1 he next 
day th(' (aienn' occii|)ied the ])ort of Zeila without opposition, and eay'itnrc'd Mar^tasa— a village oi w atth- 
lnit>,--altc'r aii engagement in wliich. the British delaying force inflietc'd se\-er(‘ casualties, ineJiidiiig ilic 
loss ol three' tanks. On Angiist ()th Odweina fell. 

On August nth a gtaieral attack was made on the British positions at the Yurgargan bass owi which 
i nns the- trac'k to J-H‘ri)era, which was the only port now in Britisli ])osses.sion. I lie eneni\- was hOd tor 
tliroe daws hut on the 14th he brought u]) fresh troops and launched a fmth('r violent uttaek. 

After holding tlieir jiosition for some time the British forces retirc'd in good ord(‘r. and wt'rc (‘inhaiki'd 
from Jx'rliwa. It was yet another evacuation-— the fifth in four months — but the Navy was tlinv, as it 
had Ix'cn at Aandalsnes, Nainsos, Dunkirk, the French Atlantic ports and the Channel Islands. 






















New Zealand so]diei‘S stai'ting out on a route march in the desert. The htacss of the Anxaes, and their majijiuticeiu ph^’sique was as noticeable 

ill 1940 as it was in 1914 1918. 

] )uririg Juno tiud o was dosultory skirmishing, but on July 4th the enemy forces, compirising light tanks 
and annonrod cars, sup]K,)rt(Ti hy Itomlx'rs, captured Kassala and Galabat. * 

IdirtunatoK’ tho Italians made no ellort to exploit these early successes. They ma>- hav(' beam nnaltle 
to do so. owing to lack of fuel and ammunition, but the chief reason h)r tlieii- inactix'ity was donhkh'ss the 
skilful liaiidling of the small contingent of Imperial troops in this area, whieli It'd tht' eiieinv to lu'lievt' 
that they were surrounded Viy a grtTitly superior force. 

Out' siu'li ex])loit xx’as an attack hy a motor patrol south-east of Kassala. It fell upon an Iliilian 
hattaiioii near Tesseiu'i, across the Eritrean frontier, and cut it to piece's, inlhctiug 450 casualties, while 
sulferiiig no loss itself. 

On Nox'emhei' /tli. in an action north-east of Kassala, British forces detached sonu' Italians from their 
rmdn hodw and took 144 ])risoners and a quantity of arms and stores. (_)n tlie same da>’ a eohmm of 
Jh'iti.di and Indian troops drove the tmeiny out of Galabat. Five days later they were opei ating h oin thi-. 
x'illage and inflirting lieax'y losses on the Italians. 

As tht' montlis jiassed, the brilliant liarassing operations of our patrols began to tell on tlie morair ol 
both Italian and nalix'c troops, while the Imperial forces gained in expc'iicTice and wvrv able to si-nd 



I liis British soldi! 
Italian^, out of Eg 


111 l.jtypt sinre February, 1940. After many months of waiting, he shared in the bijt bailie whicli iirov<' the 
task, when tliis pietiire was taken, was to guard some of the thousands of prisonei> cajitured bv our advancing 
troops. 




I ...i.ixuiuLiuii ul {'.;tptun‘..i war iiialcrial, tins liruihn soaliar finds an ludiaii portal)l(! ruugc-liader an object of interest. He ('asts an cx|Kn'ieiictjd 

v\i‘ ox-er Its aiecliaiiisiu wliile a (‘onirade looks on, 

llowrx'cr this he, oiir tr()o])s would have moved %oorier than Iht'y did iron) Mersa Matruh, but 
tor t‘^'(MUs in ( jivta'c. 

Althon,eh in KjeS luily liad si,ynt‘d a “I'act of Friendship, ('onciliation luid Judicial S('t t l^'int'ut ” wiiJi 
( irct'cc, ^\hich riit' liad solciniily rt'ahinncd on September yoth , lOjQ. a ty])ica] Axis “war ol nciA't's’ l)(.\nan 
111 I ( ).jo. 1 n Anyust . ( iroccp was accused of tiaviiig permitted- c\'on inst igated— tho inurdt'r ol an ohsciii r 

and f lderi\’ Albanian bandit, Daout Hoggia, and of harbouring the murderers on lu‘r soil. A eainpaign 
of abase l)t\gau in the Italian prt'ss ; (dret'ce was said to be oppressing tlic Alltanian minority, and Signor 
( HiMla went ,s(.) far as to dtuiiand a. rexdsion of the frontier to Janina and Preveza. 

()i) August 15 th, tli(' Grt'ek cruiser Hellt’ was torpedoed on a ceremonial visit to 1 inos lor tlie J’east 
ui the A.'^siiiii])! ion, 'J'lie nationality of the submarine w-as not disclosed until altei' the Italian attack, 
vheii it vas oftieially statc'd in Athens that parts of the torjaedo had been jacked uj), mai kt'd “ 1 orino. 

During St']>tembe.r and the tirst ]>art of October, Axis pressure on (drcece increasixl. 1 he dictators 
were at that time also luijH'bil of Spanish stip)port (Sehor Stiher was in Berlin at the end ol Sejiteinhc'r) 
and 11 wrote that “ in the struggle against Plngland the realignnu'nt inchuhrs three, not two 

Fuiojieaii j)ow('rs ; (jermany, Italy and Spain," while the Giornale d'lialia divlanal that Axis jjoliex' 
“was (airiched by lunv adherents, notably Spam." 
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British oilieej-s deej) into Abyssinian territory, to organise the tribes against llu' Italians, in jinpaiation 
tor tile adeaiH'f' in the sjuing of IQ41. 

I'j) to tlie end ol the \'tb-ir, wliicli closes the period co\ -. red hy this book (exca'])! for tlu' Lil)\-an 
eaiii] taign ! we were not again aide to penetrate Abyssinia, the Somalilands, or Initrea, but (jeiieral 
\\a\('irs dis])ositions weif* siadi tliat the Italians were securely h(dd with diniinislniig stocks of petrol 
and aiiiiniiniliori. wliik' the increasing strength of the Army of the Nik' was thrown (on Decemhei' ()tli) 
against t la/ eiitaiu' in hibwa. 

Wliei Ik'i oj- not we oiigiit to lja\’e at tacked in Abyssinia when we did is ojien to qiic-stion. 'Dk' dis]>ei sal 
of oil! forces made it inij fo.ssihle Joj us to }:)Josccntc the war in Liliya to its geo-jiolit ieal eonehision. 





Ihrougb Ifu: ('.hokmg tlust of the desert our troops go forward iu pursuit of the t 

in the Middle Kant. 


niiy. This pictui*' 


'id idea of conditions oi 


'If ilu.- Anus ul the Nile 


:is operatiiit,', supply of water was a p 
of deep tanks, one of whieh is show 








whjch will convey tiiein to lie w.u '/one 




l:5ritish troops ttito liad just sateh' arri\'t*d in llic Middle I’.ast. 

Itdly now protest od to ilie- (’irock (H)venimeiit that its press was j.tro-Britisli. Gennany suggested 
that lhi‘ draeinna. should ])e rc'wailued in her favour. Rumours were* s])rea.d tliat the King of the 
ilollenes eontt'Uij^laled abdication. « 

'J'o tlu'.st' mana'in res (ienoral Melaxas presented an outw’ard complacence and ])lia.l)ilit\-, w'liich \'eil(‘d 
])re])arations for J'csistance going forward with tremendous spet'd and staax'cy. All the intrigiK'S of the 
Axis wt're countered witli masterly discrc'tion while Greece mobilised, and strengthened her defenct'S. 

On the atternooii of ()ctol.)er 27th the t:afes of Athens w-ere full of rumours- indeed, as usual - but for 
the first lime for years tla' jK'wspapers jniblished Sunday editions, d'here was little news in tluiu, 
hove\ er, exce])t of uuA euu’nts across the Albanian frontier. 

At a. in. on the 28th, the Italian Minister in Athens called on (jc'uca’al Metaxas, and ])res('nted him with 
the usual ultimatum, for the usual reasons, demanding the handing over of “certain strategic ])oints.’’ 
VMicn GeiK'i al Metaxas asked out of curiosity what these points were. Signor Grazzi had ignominioiish" 
to reph' that Ih' did not know. 

d'h(‘ denoiK'iiieiu w'as a surprise not only for Italy, but for all the world, excvpi the Greek High 
(ioinmaud. 

The Italians attaelo'd at (i> a.m. on October 28th, Orders from a dh'isional general, and a brigade 
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Retweeii .150.000 and 200,000 Italian troops W' ere under canvas in Albania. K’ain^ lu gan in the J^pirus 
in the middle ol Oendiei, and winter w^as only six weeks away. It was dear that thi.s arnn’ must soon 
s(‘ek hill'.i^ e!s('\\lK‘ic, and Mussolini certainly did not intend them to return lionax 'riie\' must enter 
(ireee<‘, citla'i as friends or as enemies. 

( )!i ( tf'tober .|tli th(' dictators again met on the Brenner .Pass, when' Hkw discirssed th(' situation for 
thn'c lutiirs with (haaia.l Keitel in attendance. According to snb.sequeiit comments in tlie .\xis 
P'l ess, the wai' had ('iiteicd a d'‘eisi^’e ]diase. Spain was being cajoled. l\g\'pt must lie alarmed. .Mrcady 
(Sf'jUember 20th) the Italians had advanced as far as Sidi Barrani, and the famous General Bergaiizoli 
(kuowai in Sjctiri as “J'Jeetrii' Iteard’') had told his troops : “b'roiu the ('lifts of Ila]fa\-a the eye can scan 
the mists ol tie* least. ^’()U ha\'(' covered the first stejis of tlu* march to Ah.exaudria. fdie eml)]euis oi 
the arni\’ wliidi tri(‘d to bar yoiu' wxiy have be(m trampled underfoot. Inirther and uiort' iui})ortaut 
objectie’i'S now await X'oii." W’lx'u tfie march to Alexandria began, .surely Gre('ce would fall into line ? 








I’itTce bliclliiit^; from i-5rilish artillery 


Italian lort to a broken nuts'^ ol masonry. 1 Jii'' jmiiire Innn the Vyestern 1 luscrt slien 
intantry mox-mii in to occupy tiu: rums. 


liad mobilised some fourteen di\isions {over 200,000 men) and a cavalry division. The total war strength 
\^■as about 500 , (xhi men. 

IT'tween Kjjt) and j()4o aliout /12 million were spent on dflencte not including the cost ot iniprove- 
int'iits on roads, railwax’s and liaiianirs. Equipment had l)ec'n l)onght ehitdly in Italy, sc.) tlial tlu 
\ar.torit's in Albania and Libya sup[)Iit:d muclnneedcd reinlorct-ments in weajxns and munitions. 

A “:VIeta.\as line” liad het'ii built on the northern frontier, from l\-irga to Janina, across the norllb.'in 
slopt's of the' bindns Mountains, and tlu'ough Kastoric to Fiorina ; anothen line trom Koziani to In.lcssa 
coxtied the a})pio;icli to Salonika. 

Tlu,' chief dt'hcit'ucit's in tlu' army were of armoured vehicles, anti-tank and anti aircralt gum, and 
m('cliani('al trans]>ort. In the mountains, however, where the brunt of the iighting was to lie, mules wcu 
of mole \alne than motors. At the outbreak of the war Greece liad al)oiit one liimdred liivt lira 
acMoplancs with a re.ser\-e of altoul 300 to 350 older machines. The Xavy consistc'd oi small crab , except 
for tIu' cldcrl\- ennser Grerg/e.s Averoff o\ (),ooo tons. But by air and sea tlu* jtritisli were n'ad>' tc. 
rc'drc'ss the Ibalaiu'e. 

Jh'l]) earne proiigitly. t)u October 2 (h-h the Admiralty announced that naval airciaft had attacked 
the Island of Stampalia, the nearest aerodrome in enemy hands to Athens and Crete'. Next day the 
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Rifles .who resisted tlic Itali; 


of the faiJKHib Jvinj 


Kavy had mined tlic* w^atca’s of the Aegean and Ionian Seas, and on the 31st, British aircraft were operating 
from bases in Greece. 

It was an Italian cornrniinique of No\Tm1)er 2nd which ga\‘e the hrst news tliat British troops had 
landed in Crete ; it natiircdly did not say tliat tlnw had received a tremendous welcome. Nor did the 
Italians admit that on this day the (i recks \w;re already 3I miles inside the Albanian frontier, having 
taken enemy positions in tlie important Idnriua sector at the ])oint of the bayonet. This meant that tliey 
were on the nortlierii side of the Morova-Flanina mountains, soutli~east of th(' Italian acUainced base of 
Koritza. The \ital railway junction of Fiorina was safe, so that at some future time help miglit come 
from Yugoslavia. And not only was Koritza tlireattaied : the Italian troops in the Epirus were in 
darigi'r of having their conimimirations cut. Day after day tlie Greeks pressed on, capturing height 
after height in hand todiand lighting. By November 6th thc'y had brought up their artillery to positions 
commanding Koritza. 

In the Epirus the Italians had bc'gtm by advancing slowly, comjdaining of the foul weather and 
difficult countrv. II tluw had bf't'ii able to jaisli forward rajiidly to Janina, they miglit have made Greek 
mobilisation still nneonqileted \'(My difficult. But Blackshirts and regulars alik(‘ displayed little 
aptitudf' for that lightning war which an Italian general — Visconti Prasca — had been amongst the first 
to invi'iit , on ])a]H‘r. Soon thc\' wc'i'f' iiu'oha'd in disasters. J..argc forct's lost their wav in the mountains. 


A limt ()i the ^xiiii.ilil.uui (.'.uiicl Corps on patrol iu llu- drbert. i iu> tenacity OJ tiiese trocips has been }>roveu, line ii man i-. an expeneiu ni 

canipaigiter and a deadly shot. 



■X'» 







( I'Ticral ivoinolfi L struct i, one of thf Italian officers of high rank captured in the Liliyari Desert campaign .[ihoiograjdicd with jrllow prisoners. 












Sliakiiig off the bljackJes of 


h'ai<cir>iii. A an 


■■lanii^; on the Abyssinian border, these men are Fascist native anxiJiarie 
pressed into serxnce by their rulers. Many of them are mere bo vs. 





South African troops come back to camp after a long “foot-slog” across the arid coimtrvside of the K( 


Aiiotlicr i)i('turf showjug South Airaan .suldjcrs uu duty oii the Kenya border, mauuiug a mortar em})laceiueui, 

iirud wall of the hut in the foreground* 







They are heading norttiward 


and tlie beat of tlie drum, Soutli Afric.an soldiers near the end of a ly-inile nn.ite 
toward Alyv'ssinia. 


Bred and bora in the veldt these South African trooi^s are admirably e(jui])iHKl for bu^h warfae- 







but, 111 wJiirh Kluidesian aircraft bupportcd the troops by boiul 
Britisli soldiers are seen examiuiug captured Italian guus. 






Galluhal, htaiKi'. ii! 


■ 
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Anijoured-car 


uioving forward to take the Italian fort Maddalcna, i 


found tiuH' to blow u]) aininunition duin])s and to burn stores, yet it was necessary to call up 3,000 Greek 
])easants to salvayt* wliat ri'inainud. 

()n J ttaa'inlier 5th t!ie ( ireeks took the ])ort of Santi Quaranta, and continued their northward tfirust 
towards Miniara. X(‘xt day A,yyroka,stro tlie most ini|)ortant military base in Southern Albania — 
fell into their hands. 

I'liese advances were no military promenade. I'he Greeks themseh’es testihed that the Italians 
were fighting fiercely. Height aftt'r iK'iglit had to taken l)y ba^ainet lighting, the mountains were 
five feet dt‘e|) in snow', there was c<:)ns1ant rain in th(‘ ])lains, and bitterly cold winds. 

Certainly Farinacci, Editor of the fusns/ii , and one of llie leading atlieists and pro-Germans in 

tlie Fascist Party, had grounds for his attack on tlu* Italian High Command, wiiom he accused of lack of 
foresight and I’lrt^paredness. But was it tlie fault of IMarslial Badoglio ? He W'as “relitw'ed of fiis post 
at his own request” on December 8th, and there must lia\'c been man}" in Italy wiio saw in tliis dis- 
tinguislied soldier the successor to tlie '‘swollen l>ull frog of the Pontine* marshes.”' Phe Italian Chief 
of the Naval Staff and the Go\"ernor of the Dodecanese (de \i‘cchi, a \'et(*ran Blacksliirt) soon followed 


1 Thus Mussolini was desif^nated in private hy tlie shrewd Ataturk* 



A I loa-iiyi jiictuar of the JJritish artillery bombardment of Fort Maddalena , Italian outpost in Eastern iJby 






A batcli ol Italian native prisoners, taken in Libya, march under armed escort to the internment 
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These men fonglit for Mussolini, but tiieir activ'c service was short. They are native troops captured on the Lil)van border. Note the close-cropped 
head of the man on the left and the curious headgear of the other two. 


'Hit* initiati\t* rt'inaiiK'd witli tlit* (dt'fks : a great tribute to tlic military skill of General Metaxas 
and Pajtagos. eensidering that (ivvvw was l)iit om>sixtli of Italy’s size. Destiite the terrible weather 
they coniinutxl their attacks, lighting on an C'ighty mile front from the sea to the Yugoslav frontier. 
L\aTy day brought news of the ca])tnre of more |)risoncrs and war material. 

Himara fell on DtH'ember jjrd, M'ith zq officers and (>77 men. A week later, when a height north of 
Himara was carried, the prisomaes amounted to a tliousand. On the northern sector the enemy was 
nnabh‘ to Ixair the l)itt(r ('old of the rnonntains abo\ e Lake Oelirid and it was reported from Yugoslavia 
thf it many thousands of Italians had eross('d tlie frontier and l)een interned. 

Iviaiilorcements continued to arri\ i' bom Italy and hea\’y eoimter-attacks were delivered, pcirticiilarly 
from lepelini and Klii^iira, in the ('entia* scu'tor, guarding \kilona, but they did not shake the Greeks. 
The close of the year found llKun standing linn with trusted h*ad(a-s. Since then Greece has sustained 
terrible blows, but sIk' retains thr admii'ation of file whok' w'oi'ld, October 28th will li\T not only in 
the luToie annals of liidlas, hut as a turning-point in human history. 




The biirnt-oul 


destroyed in the battle f(>r b'ort GuUabat. British ir 
iagenienl wliicli took the Italians by surprise, 


dro\-e the ejieuiy out 







lirilish troops testing light anti-tank guns taken from the Italians in Liby 


took the otiensi\'t‘ against tlu' Itaiinn ontj-.ost.-s in Liliya. On June i5tli 
. with joo ])rison(Ts. Next day a dasliing liillo ac'tion in this iK'i.elihoiir- 
or the l)ooty inrluded ll tanks, 3 guns, and an .Italian geru'ial. Later, 
lit- dozen, hut tlu' first to be swejit into tlie net of our scouts was rigljtl\' 






BRITAIN AT WAR : THE ARMY 


282 

.■nui i^iiitf'S the iiiixt uiv in tin- tank, causing an explosion. General Mola, tlie riglit liand man o] (.(siciml 
J-'raneo, is .said lo liaa'c been inurdtacd in this way. 

f )\' Ihf i iid nj the Italian losses in desert skirmishes amounted to t . 5 o<.) ol'heers and men, a,eainsi 
5-) ol oins, and we had ca]) 1 nred or destroyed 15 tanks, 16 guns and ()5 motor \-ehicles. ]men)\- foils 
had la-rii laided, eoiixox's anihuslual, ])atrols engaged with siiclt continual siu'cess that the Italians oid\' 
niex ed out ol tlieii' st loiig-points \'ery Ii('avily guarded. Their usual foirnation was a “chistei ’' eoiri}')osed 
ni thi-.'r or four tanks, ten or twt'h'e ,gun lorries, and motorised infantry with hea\'y machine gnus. The\- 
ino\a'd w ith such immense {U'ceantions that they ended by remaining almost stationary, and not sending 
out sidfieit'iit patiol.^. When attacked by our skirmishers they withdrew like tortoises into their shells. 

The\- built good roads, laid ])ipe lines, and tried— not without success- to ('olonisethe desert, but lhe\' 
ir \ ci i fgaided it , a> we did, a^ a mano-UM’e-ground on whicli to dtieat the enemy. 



•A wireless ojH-rator is seen at work in his pit. in the- Western Desert. 


Sir Maitland \\ ilson, the (i.O.C . the Ai iiiy ol the Nihg had only a \'t‘ry small forct' with which to carry 
out lauds such as that on ('aj)uzzo. Australians, New Zealandt'rs and Indians were arriving, as well a..s 
troo])s and tanks from liomts but meanwhile Ik* w^as ontniimlx'ia'd by thret' or four to oiu' both in men 
and machines. Aiul in lygypt, although tlu' majority of the people lookt'd on tht' British with favour, 
tl'U'ie was a. large Italian jtojmlation, and other unreliable elements. These had to be watclit'd. 'jloops 
had to be trained in tk'St'rt tactics, and in eo-o])cration with the ]\oyal Air Force. Aerodromes needed 
inipro\-emeril. X’ast quantities of matti’ial had to be assemhled and distril.iiited at strategic ])oints 
l>elor(‘ aiiN' serious ofk'nsi\'e was jiossihle. 

.Malvmg a N'irtne of neeessit\’, W'avell seems toliave been resjioiisible for some astute moves to hirt* the 
Italians “iij) the]>‘dh” certainly no gardtm path deading to AUexandria. ('airo lucadijuarters exj)lained 
the smallness ol oiir lori'c-s, the insiitticieney of our armaments, our dan.geroiis jiosition in iggA'pt . 
In i.ondon, inilitar\- einT's declared that if we lost the Suez Canal it would not be tlu‘ end ol iIk* war, 
H gloom was not delil)ei-at(‘l\’ encouraged, it wxis certainty inferred. RcinforceiiK'Uts wauu' hastening 
round the (dipe to Cairo- an 11,000 mile journey — and it wm.s important that the .\xis Foweis should 
nndeik'stiinati' out- ]>re]xaratioiis. So far did this policy go that it is alleged {sc non c rcro c hen iyocaio) 
that one o! \N ax-elhs own staff officers went to him early in December, before the attack that was to sweep 
the Italians out of ( x'renaica to ask wiiether the rumours of our weak position ('ould }U)ssjl)ly he true ? 

t )ii Si'ptemher 12th the euem\’’s defences west of the Egyptian frontier were visil)l\' thickening. Next 
day the Italians ('aiiu' down from the high escarpment of Cyrenaica, through tlie steep llalfaxa 
(‘Titildiix'") Bass, and occupied Solium. Three days later they had })ushed on as far a,-. Sidi Barraiii 




^•!l('he^ outside the fort of Wajir, liiarmed by men of the Gold Ct)ast Infaiiti 
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(S<‘))t('nilKi inerting will) considerable opposition from onr rear-,t^njards. 4'!tc \a\'\- look a hand. 

slicDina Sidi Iknrani a.nf| llie road near Solium next day, with what were laroni<'al]y di'seribcd as '‘ynod 
rcsiilis." Ah anwliile onr ('orc(‘S had retired to Mersa Matruh, 75 miles away. 

1)111 in,e tile nNo-aiid- a-ha,lf months whkdi followed, Italian iroops conleiited ilH'nisel\(‘s ^^■i1h cst.ih- 
lishiiie outposts and preparin.p an ad\'anecd base, with great qiiantitit's of nnmitions and ] >1 o\ isions. A 
j)ipo-linc ^^as constructed to biing miK'h-needed water to Sidi Barrani ; and by tht' (‘ud of No\rn)l)cr it 
liad been hioiiphl as far as BiKj-biKp hialf way between Solium a,n(l Sidi Barrani. 1 'he ihret- luindi'ed 
Italians working on it, uhen takc'ii jaasoner in December, asked to hv allowed to laanain at IIkmi prists, in 
order to coni])h't(“ tlaar task. 

Marshal (xraziani has been blamed for not advancing more quickly. B>ut tlie height of summc'r is a 
bad season for a campaign in Egypt. He would have been foolish to laiiiK'h his troo])s further into a 


I h<' port (ij S.iloiiika, i.tiiiili.ir to l llous.ulti!^ tjf Hntish soldiors wlto s(‘r\'C‘d in tlic last w.tr, now occupied t)\ the I tali. in'-. 

watt'rlc'ss dt'st'rt, with a dangx'rous liottle ru'ck behind him, until hc' had im})ia-Aa‘d*his communications 
Iroin i'obiaik and .Bardia. ( )nl\' to bring wa,t(‘r to his adwanctai troo])S, one hiindia'd Italian lorries made 
a daily tri]) betwaa'U Solhnn and Sidi Barrani. The Briti.sli were certainly few in nurnlier, but the\' 
oeenpii'd tie,' railhead of the :\l(‘xandi'ia line, and possi-ssed plentiful suj)|)lies in their n.'ar. And it must 
always be- 1 taueinbered (c('rtalnly the Italians wer(mie\’(‘r allowial to iorgt't it) that the Mediterraiieaii 
Meet cciinniandt'd tlu' coast road, a.nd that the K.A.k'. had already })i'ovc‘d that Italian ligiitriss wa-re 
clumsy, and Italian bombers slows 

1 he hast of K’amadan was to begin on Octcjber grd, and would last until the 4<;th : during this .season 
.Mo.-'lems abstain from food and di'ink from sunrise to sunsiT, and although thr-ir religious h-adtu'.-. <‘an 
dispense tlaan iiom tie* rigours of alDstinence this is only done for a lloly M’ar. The ].ib\an le\'ie> n! 
( jraziaiii were already disa flectt'd and in no mcjod to fight ii jihad for a master whom 1he\' hatial. 

(naziaiii piohably gutsssed that Wawll would ha\'e lik('d to tem])t him furthiT into the desei i. But 
to Mussolini, sitting in Koine, and accustomed merelx' to liammer his desk in order to ha\e In.'- wisle- 
ac'coniplished. the di'hiy was tedious. The diversion in Greece on Octobc-r gcStli was designed to help the 
(ami]>aigi) in Iggx'pt. Instead, owing to the luM'oism of our allies, and the courage of Wkvell .md Bongmore 
in sending aerojdaiies to Greece, the invasion added new and serious dilhcnlties to tin- ])osition of the 





a Greek town 


rrmvd <rathcrf(l switth- u hcu this Briti>li aiiti-aircraf t gun made its appearance 


anng the Italian attack irom Albania 


s('V(.'.n of \\'a\ t'irs st'inor stall officers were acapiainU'd witli tlit‘ })]an ol attack which bt't^aui on 
1 )c‘C(‘nii)cT 7th. wlit'n our forces left M’ersa Matruli. The very trooj.is who wcrt' to It'ad tlie first assault 
tlioiight - until the last (}riartcj of an hour — that they were ciiga/^t'd on one of tlu' tactical exercises which 
tht'V had so oftt'U pi'actised during recent weeks. At Ahn’V and Air Force headquarters a h.'w nioia 
ofiK'ers were in the know, ])iit the whole operation — tanks smashing through from the south, tlie Xa\ v 
pounding .^idi Hai'rani from the north, and the R.A.F. plastering all aerodromi'S in (’ynuiaica (on the 
night of December Sth, 25 tons of bombs were droppied at Jdengliazi alone) — was co-oi'dinated and can icb 
out in the strictest secrecy. 

In the dark flours of Saturday night, December 7th, an armoured division went out into the de^<‘l■t, in a 
souih-wc'stei ly dir(*ction, followed by a brigade of motorised infantry. WTien day broke on Sunday, tic 
c'ohimn halted and the men lay down. Their orders were to remain .still. I'hey were nnalile te light in 
lest smokc' should revtad their presence. To our troops, lying there under th(' ^’ast ai'.- of ^k^•, with 
notliing to d(!, in a cold wind, with only cold food to eat, and even their wat('r-.sn})ply strietl\' limited, 
this da\- mnst luwe seemed more than usually boring. They could not know that thc\- were making 


k'as(usts, ltal\- was soon to ha\'c half a dozen wars on her hands ; and on Nox-cinher Jisl a cheei ios 
vtatciiKUit va.s issued in home i cgaiding the difhculties of the Egyptian eampaign. whtit with the elimate, 
ihe watei -sJioi tag(‘, and th(' “300,000 troops, comprising the best divisions of the- Ih itish Arni>'.’’ which 
w('iv said to b(‘ haring tln^ Italians. However, an attack was contemplated soon, ])i()ba 1 )l\' when a 
('onsignnieiit of loiiues sent from Italy had arrived at Sidi Barrani. An ordnr from (iraziani was found on 
pi isoneis. taken on Dc'riunlK'r (gh. stating that “the Blackshirts in Libya, togcthei’ witJi the anru'd foiao/s, 
send out theii ihoughls to the ])uc(‘ in the certainty of victory.” 

No donf)t. (jiaziaui hiiiisc'lf was less certain of victory that the eommaiuici- of his adx anced sti ikiug 
joix-e. hiforniation a> to Wax-ell’s movements was hard to get. After the swoojis and jxamees ol 
Se])t<‘ml)('r iheie was something sinister about the calm in the desert. Jhitish troo])s, tanks, trucks, guns, 
were sunk out of sight, a])])cai-iug sometimes at imex|,)ected places in tlie interior for a swift and savage 
raid, then vanishing again into the mirage. 


2H(') 
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War leaders in counei), pi’csided over by King George ot Greece. Le/I lo right : Major-Geaenil M, D. Gambler- F'arry (Chief Britisli Idaison Officer): 
GfTierai Metaxas (Greek Priim;! Miiji.ster) ; King George of Greece ; Air^\’icc-Murshal J, H. D’Albiae (Air Officer Commanding in Greece) ; General 

Pupagos (Grerdi Coimuauder-in-Chief). 
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liistory. Hill ii was lirn-, during this long, dull, disciplined immobility, that tlie comiuy l-Kitlh-s wcic 
moi r 1 liai) liiil ! won. 

Ilow iiiiirli liiiiycd on that water ! Had our force been discovei'ed, it would fia.\a‘ gi\oii tlic Italians 
a taste of its (|iialit\', but without the element of surprise, and the mt'ans to exploit it, W’aw'H’s main 
ol)ieeii\(> could not ha\'e been attained. He might have been able to report a sucei's.sful skiiini.di at 
Mdi H.ariaiii, but not a 1 )reakd lirongh and jairsuit. He would have been eoni])elI('d to ladiiin loi- oil 
and water, and thtai Ix'gin again from Mersa Matruh, 

niii' foiv r was not disro\-eied. hR'en our own tighter pilots, keejsing the skies clear of th(‘ eneniw 
ecaild liaifllx' ('lis( ern out scatteia'd and ca.mr)uflaged formations. 

( ht that Siinda\' morning, when a few hundred British tanks stood inergt'd with the rocks <.)f the 
df'sert, and some three thf)nsand of our soldiers remained as motionlc.ss as sa.ltd)U.slics, th(' Italian position 
at Sidi fiarrani e(,)ntained the gyrd Army Corps, numbering 50,000 men. It consisted of a Idaekshirt 



Aiuoug the ni.Miv troops in 1 ransjordinia arc the Arab Legion, who form a desert patrol of cavalry .U)d infantry. 

i 

dix'i.sion, and two Lib\ an di\asions, and Gt'iieral Mrdetti s armoured cohnnii of light and medium tanks, 
which was lo lie tht' .sjtearht'ad of the attack on Egypt. They were to Ix' joimal next day, or the day 
after. Iw ilx' ().p.li I)i\'ision of rt'gulars, then marching from Bardia, making a total ol ()5,oo(t uxai. 

All was iK'arh' read\- for the adx'aiice to Cairo. The position swaniKal with troo])S. 'I'here were 
petrol diim])s, ainmuniiion jiarks, hea])S of tinned food, plent}' of fdiianti and eordidence. Little was 
kn king exe('])t lU'ws of tht' t'nenrw 

( leneral (lallina, eonmianding tlu' egi'd Corps, and his officers wei e well eontt'iU with the dispo.^iiions 
t]ie\- had nunT'. Iiuleed, (lit* majoi- ].)arl of the eastward dcfencf'S wen' welHhraeed against a hhiiisli 
atta( k, witli wire, tank-traps anti gun-emplacements. 

'flit; Italian ])t)sition was a triangle, with its apex pointing south, to Ihr Sofati in the tieseit, 25 mile,- 
.south of Sitli Iknrani. 'hhe marthern base of the triangle ran along the ctxist from Maktila, 12 mile.s east 
of Sidi Ikin ani, to a point six uiiles west. At Sofafi, on the edge of tht^ dest'i't tcsc'arpmenl , iheie was a 
strong groii]) of fain])s. then a ga]y then tlie fortified posts of Nibeiwa, Habsa, Idist 'I mmi!ar, and West 
Tinmnar. and a t liain of outposts to Maktila. The flaws in this line--whie]) had Ix'f'U diseox’eied weeks 

ladoi-e h\' oiK' of WaN’eH’s Staff were tw’o : a gap between Sofafi and Ndbeiwa, whieh eoiild be used b\' 

tanks to take the noriheni ])ositions in rear, and second, that Nibeiwa was a sort of “iC-au (leste" (xmi}). 












A battery of Italian field guns ia ]K)sitinn. A large proportion of tlio cnnvs are Liby 


la shallow tri'iif.hfs ^(•oopf^cl in the saiid Italij 


HCii take ov'C] 


at El Solium, 








hv M';)MTAc.i>r: i{. iiLAC 

'■ontiuuoub .ihbMult on Imcs ol communication, and the Meet l>oinbarded tin.' Italian rxmiUon vcr\- hc ivih' Tlic iMwn fr!l with the- 
mnnhcTb of prisoner?,, including three gem-ralb .md ( onsiderable u.ir in.itenab On iln ,,i D, (cmbi-i i.ih an ouk la) < om- 

btaicd that a total of 20 ,uoo prisonerB had been taken since llic start ol the advance, and in the iioiise ol Conunons the Ih-iiue Minister 
a victory of the hrst order._ MeauwhUe, the Linush Aniiv was pressing on without pause, and the toll ol Italian hm wa« moirnrmff 
neyond these figures Above is an artist's impression of the British tanks thrusting towards the c oa»t The sta lie^ m the liat kgruimd 
tile escarpment seen in the top right corner 


had been held bv Italy since Seideniber intli, was a triumph ol 
I'oua all plavi-d then part '1 he oftimsive oiiened at dawn on Deeeiubei 
anuoured unit', s\eic going lorw.inl with breatlc taking •,peed. In thirt 
(lit their wav to the ('oast. It was an einirdmg 
■5 supporting them to the west I'o complete the isolation, 






Hie liiic of Italian captives stretches to 
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simouiKlcd !)\- ;i (ioiihlr stone wall, which would have been all very well as a (leience in tli(' frontier waii 
of twent\- \-ear.s a,e<), but was an inach'quati' r}bstacle against tanks, es];)eeially when (lelmded hy inc-yi 
ti'oojts. as Ndheiwa was. 

Jaeloir darkness fell on Sunday (December 8th) our motorised infantry brigade strefehed its ('laiii] 
linil)-. and nioiiiiifd its which'S a.gain, parting company from the armoui‘ed di\'ision, which reniain('( 
if< hidiiiij, ]>la(<e A loiig ('ohiinn of oin- whicles now head('d south-east, towards Ihr Solafi, laisiri 
( loud of rlust which could be scnai for rnikes. But when night came, it changaal its course, and heat 
north again, to tak(' its ])la('(‘ behind the armoured division, wliich was erecjririg through th(' gap. 

both forces f)i\'onack('d for a tinug ha\ang reached their rendez\a)us witli victoj’w Not for an inst: 


,\ii Itali.iii {a]>turcil ,it 11 W .ik hv a small Piritish force led b%’ Capt, O, j. K. C. Hfiulerson IweariuK «len^arr>'). (. aptain neiuk-lNoii won 
the Military Cross and J-'ti'. .Asamu, of the King's African Rifles [centre], the Military Me|lal, 


• lid the 1 lalians imagiiu' that a ])owt‘rful force had already passed through their defences. The most the\ 
exjiectt'd wa.s a brush with a I'ecoimaissanct' column. 

.•\t dawn on Monday, 1 )i.‘cemh('i‘ gth, tfie somnolent Lib\-ans at Xilx'iwa, who wert* su])])osed to be 
iiiamiiiig a post at tvery lifty yaixls of tluh' stoiu* d(Tenc(‘S, heard in their rear the crunch and clatter of 
tanks oN t'r rocky ground. I'iu'y turned, but it was too late. Our armoured di\dsion, spitting llamt' anti 
deati), I'tiared o\'er wire eiitaiighanents, the double waill, and tlu^ machin(‘-gun nt'sts, crushing e\-er\ i liing 
in itsjiath. (leiieral Maletti was killed at his post. 1 [is second-in-command, Colonel (liiisfri'da , wasiiiadn 
a jd'isone!'. ‘A\'e weia* comjfletcly takt'U by surjui.scg'’ the lattfu afterwaols admittetl. 

iheie was no time to count the prisoners or booty, for the division went forwai'd to attack Ivisl 
1 mniiiar, then to West Tnmmar. Habsa. was isolated, and surrendered to Indian troops on .Decemlier 
I nil. Din ing this day, Indian troops rounded uj) 14,000 of the enem^’ at a cost of gN men Jvilled and 
No wounth.'d . 

Ity moonlight on ! )ecember cgh (the moon reached her full on the 13th) oik* of our armoured brigade- 
headed noilh-west, to the coast near Buq-buq, to cut off the Italian I’eti-eai. It encoimteied hea\'\ 
resistance, ten miles from tlie coast, and was only able to ach'ance on the afternoon of the following da\'. 
By then Sidi ]>arrarii Jiacl been ca]>tured. 












A batlh'ficld in J^ibya, sli'i 


traiir-inirt coiniilctf] y tl^'-^trovt'd bv (>iir ariiHiui'fHl 


derial fe’Jl into our hands in the battles of the Western Desert. This picture show-, an 1 tali, 
by a direct hit. Note the clean hole cut through the stout steel. 







i:vid<;jux: of the reascfess hanoiirriu^ i'ort Capnzzo received while in Italian hands is provided in this picture from the desert battle-front. 
Ih'jtish ItrfMi f’ui) (.,arri(.*rs an- seen making their way past buildings shattered by shell-fire. 


ilK'Si' attnc'ks made good jirogrt'ss. At two o’clock in the afternoon ( J)(‘Ct‘inl)er loth) the Higlilancha-s, in 
llie et'Diie, who liad not np lo tliat time made much progress, charged the jjusition lacing tlnan at tlic^ 
jtoiul of tlte hax’oiH't, creating liax'oc amongst the Blackshirts in the front line treiiche.s. 

A sandstorm came on, limiting visibility to 200 yards, but already the wliitt'-wallod house's ol Snli 
Jkiriain were* in sight, and the sea beyond tliem. From east and west and south British troo])S pomvd m. 
A siroiiglx' foriiht'd position bad Ift'c'ii ('aptured in face of a greatly sujierior eiuau)- in numbers and sup])|u‘s, 
e(.iiiip])ed will) all tlu' modern weai-ions of defence. 

The armoured iirigade, which bad been held up at Buq-buq during thc' lotli, broke tlii'onglj the 
halian.s diiring tlie niglii. Next day it encountered on the coa.stal road tlie tiqtb Italian {)i\'i>ion ol 
regiikii's, on tlieii wa\’ from Solium to Sidi Barraiii. The whole force- -jq.ooo men, togcilier wiili tlieii 
traiispoil and ancillary serx'ices- surrendered in a body. 

b'oi- some daws it wa.'^ im])ossible to gauge the extent of our victory'. An earl\‘ c'Stiniate ol 2o,eoo 
jirisont'is was an understatement ; tlie truth was nearer 40,000. The Corps Commander, two I )i\ isioiia.l 



The spJericlid exploits of the ludifin Division iu the B: 

Mri jor-Gciu;ral BcrcsJ'ord-; 


lie of Sidi Banaiii arc km 
eirsc, Icaiijiig aj^ainst a caj 


hccrtiii ]>lu)iotrraph of their 


aiif retn'at. Guns captured troin the- taieniy at tliu takiiiy of Sidi Ihirraui, wlnr h hdJ ualh tliC h 
of firisoncrs. UiUjan “seveiity-tives” and light automatics can he distinguished. 
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('oinniandi'i's aod a larf^c nuinlxa of oth(*r senior officers had been taken, and jnniK'iise quant itics of war 
material ; lour Italian di\'isions had been scattered, captunal or destroyt'd. 

“Pcrhap.s tlirir hearts are not in tlieir work” Mr. Churchill snifl of them. wJiile jrudjiy tril^nte to Italian 
coinage in the hOiij- \’ears \\’a.r. ”Perha])s thej' have been so long controlled a,nd disciplined and rul<-d 
. . . that lhe\- ha\a' nf)t felt those \’iril(M‘motions . . . which are best nourished l)\' (lisci])lin<' impos<'d 
on jreedom.” 

r>y Saiurda\’, Decemlx'r iqth- a wet'k after the start of ojx'rations from Alersa Matiaili units of om 
ai moured brigade were already insick^ the Lilpvan border, and sonu' liad e\-e.n reaclu'd the roatl from Ikirdia 
to Tobitik, Th(‘re was confusion and disrna}' all along the Italian line of coinmunicat ions, from llenghazi 
to Solium. In constant sand storms the main body of our tanks and in.fantr\- wc're being rushed a.s fast 
as wiieels eonld take tlaan to Malfaya Pass. 

Th«' heights weie carried with niagni(ic('nt dash, and Solium and k'ort Ca])uzzo fell oti l)e(’('mbe]- loth 
to our ad\anc(‘ striking for<'e, together with the frontier ])osts of Musaifl, Sidi Omar and SlK'fferzi'ii . 
extencling southwaials into the d('S(‘rt, and built by the Italians not so much to guard against British 
tdtack as to kee]) disahect(‘d Idbyans from crossing into lrgy])tian territory. In Sollurn W(* ])acked 
Itulitti] ])risoiK'rs into the wir(' (ages the\' had designed for tlie capli\'es tlan' had hojx/d to taks' on the 
matx'ii to ('airo. 

No succ(*ss on this scale had ever before l)een achie\’ed with such small loss. 0 ]) to Decc'inlx'r Kjtli 
our ca.sualties w(‘re yj killed and 738 wounded. Enemy casualties in killed and wounded could not be 



Sonic of tlie many tlj 


taken t>y tlic .\rinv of tlic Nile in the swift thrust 
as bis {;oinpanioii in captivity. 
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acriij as('(^j taiiK-d hat must ])(■ niim])ered in thousands. Up to the end of tla‘ year wt' liad aha'afh 
counted prisonrrs, of vv}jom 24,845 were Italians. The batth'-arca from Sidi Harrani to the outer 

dch'ia cs of I>aif]ia was lull of wandering Italians and cs(:a])ing Lib\'ans. tanks, ears, stores, li\‘e and 
dead mules. An (‘iidk'ss line of Imperial troops, stretching all the way l.aiek to Ak'xandria. was mox iny 
steadilv we.^iward, to earry flic Union Jack to Bardia and bc'V'ond. And tliat was onl\' the beginning o! 
the eamjsiign. 


W’e cannot h‘a\'e the Army of tlioi Nile before Bardia, wdth its future unrecorded, but must follow it 
aei'oss t]i{' frontier to th(‘ \'ictory of the \'ear at Benghazi, 

(h) th(‘ foT’c'iiooji of tile day wIk'd Solium fell (December i6th) the weather cleared, and the j:)i]rsiiit 



British artillery iiractioii on the frontiers of Sudan and At)yssinia. 

was eontiniK.'d reh'ntles>l\a By Dt'cember iQtli the Italians undt'r tht‘ command of (jeneral Bt'rganzoh 
■ -two Blackshirt J)i\’isions, the bend Regular Division, and part of the bgrd I,)i\ision — wt-re lockt'd into 
.Bardia., 'hlu* outer ring of delences, on which the enemy had workc'd f(.)r foiu' years, exttaidt'd for lixa* 
mik.'s on eilh(‘r sid(' of Iht' })ort. In tliis semicircle forty forts had been eonstruetetl, manned 1)\’ thirty to 
forty soldit'rs each. Before it ran a tank-trap, sixteen feet widt' and ttai had dei'j). d'ht'n^ weiv also 
numerous <'a\'V's and gullit's, suitable for a desperate resistancte jk'rganzoli telegrajihed to .Mii.ssoliiii 
that the dek‘ne(!s wtTc im])regnable and it was apparently belicvcal in Rome that tlu' garrison could hold 
out at least two months, to gi\'e time for troops to be sent in rebel from Tripoli. 

ho ])rei)are (or tlie assault was not the work of a moment. The iii\’thm of the piu-suit h.^ngtheurd 
but did not slaeke-n. While our ach'anced forces tapped the defences at \’arious ])oints. and the R..\.F. 
hammered the Italians, hard and often, reinforcements and supplies were l.)eing assiaubled with mastrilx' 
sjx'ed and precision so that once the attack was launched it j)enetrated much more than tho Bardia 
deleiK'es ; from then otiward the campaign continued wdth constant acceleration. And this in sj)ite 
of ext'epTionally bad weatlier. 

In Ital\' there wais consterna.tion (although Gayda WTote that “the Italians ha\e fought this battle 
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”h>ii<>iisly. I'calihiiiy tfiat upon its issue the outcome of the war depends/’) and in (ieianan)- i he 7 oa///v'/h; 7 rr 
/e/7//;/y dedarcd in a eurions leading article (December 15th) that “I f Itdly slionid collapsi' iik(‘ a hoiisi' of 
cards file Ih'itish plans will ]ia\a* bc/en proved right, but we expect:, with (iayda. that ltal\' will ri'sist , 
('sp(‘('iall\- as s1ie lias larg(' la'serves at her disposal.” 

Tli(‘ ieser\ es (‘xistetl, by th(‘ million in Italy, and in their thousands at d’ripuli. lait th('\- could not })«■ 
brouyiit in th(' nglit numlx'rs to the right place, until the Germans, with thtdr su}n'rior organisation, and 
hiJ'gc r('soare(‘s, laanodiod tlie disaster. But nothing that they ha\’c doiK' has diminished the \'.iliic of 
\\a\cirs daring ad\’anc('. No new threat to Egypt can lasstore (/Traziani’s army, nor dimmish tiic 
gr()gra])hical dilhenlties of tlu‘ Axis in tliis theatre. 

On th(' morning l>efore the attack (January 2nd) our gunboats ran the gauntlet of tlu' coastal batiia ics 
of Bardia and sh(‘lled the town at 5. go a.m., follow^ed by warshi])s. with oiu' ton shells, at 3 o'(do('k. h'iros 
startod b\- ])re\'ious raids had bciai burning for a week. TIk' Italians now ex|)(rted that tlx* crisis was 
iiKA ing to its ( limax, lait they had to wait. No surprise siudi as had won the da\- at Sidi Ikiiaani was 
again ])ossible. d'hei-e the Italians wt're lulled into seeming securit\' : heia^ tlu' trapptal eru'iny \va,s kcjU 
on 1 ('Uterhooks. 

Z<‘i-o hour was 5. go a.m. on Iddday, January 3rd. Befoi'e tlic .Anstialians young troops, not yet 
ti'sted in l)atti(', but soon to gain a gloiy ('qiial to that of thi'ir fat tiers in the I'onr A’eais War la;\’ bai'lied 
entangh'nients, land-mines and niacdiiiu' gun nests extending to a de})th of lour mih's. 



I lii.-. jticuii'c sh(>u> Australian 


to a ( arefiilly ])n!j>ared plan, was 


infantry advancin)? on Bardi; 
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SpKuilIv iini„'n hv 


‘\ (^r.ij)liu iiiiincs- loll 1)1 til' l.ilviiii' 'll ]Lti(!i>i nn tin J,ili\an coa'tt, when tin- British Ariiiv. the Roval Navy aiul the Royal Air Foree united 
<iclj\'tT a \’(‘rv iclliii;! iiiow af.nnsi tlir haiassed Itahau cneiiiv. ’‘No jiouer on earth,” admitted one (‘ajitured otiicer, “could have stood 
1(1 the bomhaidineiit ” '1 )i( drive to Baidia follov.ed i-wifik on tlic takina nl Sidi Bairaui and a iorce of more than 30,000 Italians were cut 

111 wh.it th( eueiiiN desnilied .1- “a b.i'-tion of l-.i-anm,” llanmiered without i)ause by air, by sea and by land, tlu' Kiornson surrendered in t 
eaI]^ aiteiaooii ot Mh. tw.ji 'J la town, \Mtli the total iorces (U'tendiny, it, and all stores and equipment, fell into our ban 


al Berganzoli, eomnianding the Italian hrrees at Bardia, .mother coi-ps cominaiuiei and Imii ami'U ju uer.d'. Ir < aiuc ])re,')iieiN oi w,ir. A 

operation was played by Anstr.dtan troops, who advanced .sinc'im: “VS'e’n- oh to see tlu Wi/.ird 0 ! • >/ ” '1 lavellmj.; in lindi- 

tanks, they smashed down all artillery resistance. Other rcsistane.e w.is weak, and a pusmon win. h had taken four veais to iortif\’ tell 
British casualties were slij^ht, the total beiu/4 re])oried as .i[)])roMiu,ii( U six liuiidieil ( )in .irtnl shows tin 'vii'-trab.m 

going lorward during the linal attack, while shijis and aerojilanes sinuilbme'ui-iv bombaid lortiiH .itioii'. m tin iiai kyi ound 





beleaguered stronghold, Arn-.v. Royal Xaw and Royal \’r F^r’ e 'har-^rl in the r.ppr.-sti. 





'iiHial pliold^rapl) ol W fstcni i)('soi-t operations showing a guii position abandoned by the enemy. Discardeii aimuMuaion 

around, and a dead man lies beside his sileiit gun. 
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A Iriiil was Jiuuh/ by a detacbinent of Australians at the south-east corner of tlie periuietei . <md Idee 
lutiK li forces round to the north-west, where they caugljt some Italians trying to esca]>e. i'lie 

niaiM thrust was dcli\'ered at tin* centre, wIk'H' a valley cut the outer dcTences into two distinet paits. 

Our hcax'N’ tanks struck first, iollowed l)y the Australians with tixed laiyonets. Shells fiom our 
iitillcry screanu'd o\"('r]H‘a<k Mori' shells canu* from the nortli-east, wlu'iu' tlu' Mediterranean Idi'ei was 
'h‘ao-d for action. ( )\-(‘rh('ad swooj^ed Britisli dive-bombers. Tanks and “diggers” wmi lorwaid 
swift iv and sur(‘lv. ( louds of smoke and dust drifted across tliem from tlu* strickc'ii cit\'. 

'rids first driv<,' carried the attackuTs so far that within a few liours tlie Italian ])osition was cut in two. 
I'Ik' \ alle\' along which the main ad\-anc(' had been made led to the south shou' of tlie ])ort, and heo' the 
Australians established themselves. All day mopping-up contimu'd, thousands of Italians coming out 
:>f hiding plac('S wlion once they saw that we had carried the outer dt'feiices. Some ewn had tlK'ii bags 
[)aeked, ready for eaptivit)’. 
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“( )|i<‘rati<.)ns wnc ini])ossi{,)le ” is a statement giving little idea of tlu' liardsl)i[)s of this ('ain]>aieiiiiie. 
The ,sky was black, ila* sand j)enetrated everywhere, even the pores of tin: skin, kwaa vtliiny tasted <>! 
sand. k.,\ cry inccdiani.siii was clogged with it, and nowadays an army is all mvachiiu'r\', <'\ eii tie' infantr\ 
witii its loriT'S and all kinds of light artillery, as wtH as rifles. For a. monlli our ann\' had ]>rrn liahtine 
witlioiit ])aiis(‘ or rest or shelter, in l:)itter cold by night and a treaelierons siiri Iw da\\ on short rations and 
against superior numbers. Y c\ tbc're were Iw sick, and few mechaTU('al breakdowns. 1 1 is not in\ i(hoi!>, 
w here all did so wvW, to say tliat the Royal Armoured Corps de.serves the Irighest prais(', lor theiis was tlie 
haidest task of all, in tlie maintenance of their fighting vidiicles during thos(' snltocatirig storins, and 
t hey 1 )()]■(■ the brunt of the bat tk's. 

Se\ enteen days after iTirdia, 'robriik was taken (January 22nd) by the .Australian l.)i\'ision, whic'h had 
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The progress of the Army of tlx- Ni-le againsl the Italian forces in their advance into Lil;>ya is siiown in the al)ove map. The period cuvered 

is from l)e(;einber t3th to i8tli, 1940. 


peiitTrated the oiUasr defenees the pre\Toiis day, and taken up positions dominating the town. An Italian 
('or],)s ('omniander, a Dix’isional Commander, two other Generals, a.n Admiral, and many naxad and 
inilitaiy staff oflietT s h'll into oiir hands, ont of a total of 20,000 prisoiH-rs. Onr ('asnalties were nnder 500 
anrl wt‘ e\Tteiiat(‘d 2,000 Italian wounded, d’hese figures spjeak for th,emseh-es. 

On the day following (January 23rd) onr armoured units were ali'eady in loiieli with the eiienix at 
Deina, TOO miles fnrllier west. 

With the fall of 'Fobnik the door of fA'renaica had been forced ojien. ligyift was sale and the, itaban 
ajiny was on ilu' run. Was tliere a cliance of trapping the enemy troops at llenghazi, as tlx^ oiIkt' 
.earrj.^ons liad ])een caught W'avell thought there was. The Italians at ikaighazi, nia.king rarefn! 
eadeiilat ions of time and distance, thought not ; but \¥a veil was right by two Lours. 

d‘he pursuit (CTitiniK'd to Derna, where our troops found a strong natural ])ositi()n, and the most 
deterniinc'd d..-fenee y(T, made by the enemy. Fighting continued for three days in the liilly and \'alk'\'s 
round the ])oi1. bthore th(^ garrison was driven out. 










f^aniia niul the surrounding country, showing the operations which resulted in the fall tlm tnwn on Jaeuarv 
•ickcd in strength down a valley on the west, while still further w’-est the Free French fori Mocked the n-i ape 



BRITAIN AT WAR: THE ARMY 



“Mopping-up" operations after tbe fall of Bardia. 

A stonii of rain, with ir\' \t’ind, addo'd to the difficulties of the darkness. Over salt-bushes, antlhlls and 
boulders the ct)hnnn l)inn{)ed its way, led by compass bearin^V with hardly a lialt for 30 hours, mitil it 
had co\’('red 130 miles, and was within sight of the sea. Men and tanks stood the strain marw'llouslw 
( )n t.lie afternoon of February 5th. our ach'anced units struck near Soluk, ladweim tlie \'anguard of the* 
Italian retreat and tlie main bod\’ of the (uiemy, which it surprised in column routt*. Anotlier detach- 
ment- a motorised l)attalion of Kifles, with a battery of artillery had mad(' a dash still furtiu/r south, 

and had held up the luaid of the Italian column. 

t leiK'ral T(‘]lera, th(' G.O.C. of the Italian lOth Army, had with him some 20,000 m(*n and 130 tanks 
o! a new and [)owerful tyjfe, the IVIig ; together with motorised artillery and anti-tank guns. Ilis first 
f'liort to bleak through our encii-clernent was an attack towards the sea-coast. 

I he Italians were at liay, and fought desperately : some of their tanks actually reached battalion 
h' ad(|naitc‘r.s. It was a caaicial moment. We were outnumbered by live to one, and oiii' men had Ixaai 
thrown St might into tlie battle after tliirty-six hours of an exhausting forced march. 'I'hex' field on like 
bnildoes and knocked out the leading Italian tanks with the few rounds remaining to theii- liofors guns. 
1 >uring the night, aniniuniiion and tank mines were rushed to them from the main body. 

fbid Tcllera at tarked oiir eastern flank he might have succeeded in forcing a pa.ssage for liis \'(‘]iich.‘s 
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While' this loia c' was advanc'ing by the eoastal road to Bt'Ughazi. taking l)erna on Jaimaix’ 30th. and 
(A-reiie on lu'bniary 3rd. our armonnal division was engagcul on a most ha.zardous and ambitions projeet. 
Along the good road by t lie sea-sliore, nortli of the (ireem Mountains, the distanc'c' from 'lobriik to Ik-nghazi 
is aUo milc's, but tlu'rc^ is a sliort c'ut south of the mountains— mneli shorter on ])aper, but a('tiiail\- 
ago miles, owing to its windings—deading to a [loint sevc'utv miles south of iM'ngJiazi and wc-st oi >oliik. 
It is oni\’ a camel track. 

At the A’illage of Mc'ktili, 135 mih's from Tobruk, the \amg'Lia](l of this foice ('n('oiint('r'‘d iu'O'e 
opposition on January abth and 27th. It drove the Italians off, and Ig- the tiiiu' Dc-rna had lallen 
fjaiiiiarv 30th) the di\'ision had assernblc'd sc'crc'tly at Mektili. F>y Fc'briiary 30!. when Fyrc'iie fell, all 
was read\’ for the' dash to llu* eoasl. '^I’lie objc'ct was to surround the Italians who wc'iv aliont to retreat 
fi'orn 1 k'n gliazi . 

FAasrything wa.s sacrihc'c/d to speed. Men’s waU'r was rtadiicc'd to a glass a day. and sh’C'p to a few hoiii's. 



Australians in lircn carriers moving up in battle formation. 

and infantry, because our vanguard had puslied on so fast tliat tliere was a gap between it and the main 
body. But the stubborn resistance of tlie Rifles was well rewarded, for hardly a man, tank, or gun of 
the enemy escaped. 

By the morning of the Oth our main body v'as astride the Italian line of retreat. Still the issue was 
doubtful, for we had travelk-d far and fast, and wt're grt'atly oiitnumbc'rt'd. hor hiteen hours a tre- 
mendoiis tank Itatlle raged, with wuA’ing iortniu's. but at last tho Italians began to run short of 
ammunition, and lost many of th(‘ir xa'liiclf's over the land mint's wt* had laid during the night. When 
sixty Italian tanks had ht't'ii dcstroyt'd. and some ten thousand troojis had been made prisoner, the 
remainder surrendt'red. 

General Tellera was mortallx’ wtamded in a tank in which he had l.x'eri commanding the operations, 
(k'neral Berganzoli and i\vv other gtaierals were (;a])tiired. In tht' wreckage of that field lay the hopes of 
the new lhisci.st ifin])ir('. 

kh'ainviiilt', the Australian dixision, adx'ancing rapidlx' from Derna, took the town and port of 
Benghazi without st'rions rt'sistaru'e. Onr armoured patrols imslied on .‘southwards, as far as hi Agheda, 
175 mih'S from Ikmghazi. 

( )nr xnrtory resounded throngliont the xxwld. Had Wax’ell halted his troo])s at 1 obrnk, alter ha\'ing 
adxaneed 22$ mik's in six xvi'eks, the Libyan campaign would still hax’e been a('Connt('d an im])ortan! 
success. Noxv he had adxameed 500 miles in eight weeks. He had smasljed the Italian North Aliiean 
;\ini\’ and had ])roved heyoixl ])eradx’enture that our generals, as xvell as our soldit'rs — of the iattei ex’eii 
th(' eni'inx' had alxvays I'lilertained a xvholesome respect— xvere worthy of our traditions. In idl \xe had 
taken oxvi- 130,000 prisoners (more prisoners than w-e had troops in Idliya) including rrinetct'ii (leiicrais 
and an Admiral. EiK'inx' trooj)s killed, wounded and sick amounted at least to another jo, 000. “'{ he 

ix'd star of the Ishnid troo]>s had risen," as Mr. Winston Churchill says in his M n/'l boron " and theri* wa> 
a qualitx in iheij- attacks xvhich seemed to raise the fierceness of the xvar to a new degrefc” Soon that 
star was to shine on other battlefields. 

THE END 

Xtide iiiui 1’riiiU‘tl in Great Britain by Fisher. Knight & Co., Ltd,, Gainsborough Frt-sv. Sc .-Xlban- 









